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Peace, Go, Forgive

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

We've been waiting on this day for a long time, haven't we? Some of us have been
waiting six or eight months. Others of us have been waiting three years. Yet others have
been waiting for thirteen or fourteen years. We've been waiting on this day for a long
time, and now it has arrived: the day when these eleven young people will come forward
in the church where some of them were baptized (How many of you were baptized at
Saint Peter?); the day when these eleven will approach the altar where they have
received the body and blood of Jesus Christ for many years; the day when they will
affirm the promises God has given them in their baptism, the day when they will affirm
the faith their parents have sought to share with them; the day when they will affirm
their desire to live as faithful, active, supportive members of this congregation.

Let me tell you: we are glad for your desire to do this. We don’t necessarily assume
that you'll want to. We hope you will, of course. That is why your parents have worked
so hard, since promising God at your baptism that they would share their faith with you.
That is why so many adults who are not even part of your own families put so much time
and energy into this ministry — they, too, want you to have a faith that is vibrant and
alive. They, too, want you to know what it is like to live life with God at the very center.
So we certainly hope you will want to be included in this day. We don’t necessarily
assume that you will. We know that for some the time is just not right, or the interest is
just not there. We honor and respect their choice not to be part of this program, or
complete the entire course. And we pray that the day will soon come when it is the right
time for them to be involved too. But that makes us even more pleased that you are here
this morning, and we are thrilled for you as you begin your journey as adult Christians in
this church.

You are about to embark on the most exciting, fascinating, fulfilling journey you will
ever know. There are countless people who will try to tell you otherwise. There are those
who will try to tell you that real living has to do with taking drugs or having sex. There
are those who will try to tell you that real living has to do with making lots of money.
There are those who will try to tell you that real living has to do with being a great
athlete, or a great scholar, or a great artist. There are those who will try to tell you that
real living has to do with having a lot of power or authority. There are those who will try
to tell you that real living has to do with all these different human experiences. But do
you know what? They're wrong, because real living has to do with just one thing: it has
to do with giving God the central place in your life, and living as a faithful follower of
Jesus Christ. God is the only one who knows what real living is. You see, God created us.
God knows what makes us tick. God knows what our hearts really need. And when God
is at the center of our lives instead of these other desires, our living is completely
transformed. We become partners with God in gracing and blessing the world — in
reaching out to those who need the presence and power of God in their lives — and to be
part of that effort, well there is nothing in the whole world that is as exciting or as
fascinating or as fulfilling, no matter what anyone else tries to tell you.

Now don’t get me wrong. I'm not saying some of these things can’t be part of your
lives. Doctors will proscribe drugs for you that can bring you back to health and make
you well again. Many of you will find a partner to share your whole life with, and you'll
express your love for that person with this beautiful and powerful gift from God that we
call sexuality. Some of you will make a lot of money, and make use of it in ways that
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please God. Some of you will be great at sports or studies or art, and you'll glorify God by doing your very best
at these activities. Some of you will be in positions of power or authority, and you'll put that power to work in
ways that promote peace and justice and righteousness.

But there are people who don't know God — who haven’t experienced a relationship with Jesus Christ —
who think these are the most important things in life. They’ll dedicate their every effort to achievement in
these areas. And they'll always be disappointed, because involvement in these activities is not why we have
been made. We have been created to live in relationship with God. We have been created to live as witnesses
to what God is doing in this world. Those of you who begin this adult portion of your life’s journey with a
strong and growing faith will know what this means. And what a blessing this is to us and to those around us.
I'm so excited for you. | can’t wait to watch how you live that out among us. And | can’t wait for you to come
back and tell me stories about what God is making possible in your lives.

Those are my words for you. But God has some words for you today too. (You knew that, didn’t you;
those of you who have been turning in sermon notes for three years? You knew that I would want to share
with you a word from God this morning, because this is a sermon, and sermons are all about sharing God'’s
word with God'’s people.) God has some words for you today. As a matter of fact, God has three words for you.
They are these: Peace, Go, and Forgive.

Peace

There is this little song that we sing at the end of every Catechism workshop — we sang it last night at
the end of the banquet celebrating your faith — who knows what it is? It is, May the Peace of the Lord. How
does that go? It's a song that comes right out of this morning’s Gospel lesson. It is a song that is grounded in
the words that Jesus shared with his disciples just after he was crucified and raised from the dead. He knew
that the road ahead was going to be hard for his followers. He knew that the same people who were
threatened by him would be threatened by them. So he gave them the gift of God’s peace. Three times, he
said: “Peace be with you.” (Twice in today’s Gospel, and once in the section that follows it). This gift would
allow them to be at peace, even when the whole world seemed determined to destroy them. This gift would
allow them to share their faith, even in situations where it could well cost them their lives.

Jesus gave that gift to them the last time they met, and he gives it to you today. Most Middle Schools are
hard places to live out your faith. You may not be killed for being a Christian, but it won't make you the most
popular kid in the class. In today’s Gospel lesson, though, Jesus promises to be with you, and to give you the
strength and wisdom you need to stay faithful through even the most difficult of times. This promise can give
you a peace, that nothing else can give. A peace that allows you to be signs for others of what God is up to
these days. So leave today knowing that: God loves you; enough to die for you. And God will be with you no
matter what happens. Don’t be afraid to live as a disciple of Jesus. Have peace in your heart. God, who is
strong enough to defeat death itself, is on your side.

Go

God says to us, “Peace.” God also says: “Go.” If you've paid any attention at all these past years, you
know that the Christian life is not just about us. We don’t worship or read the Bible or develop a strong prayer
life just for what we might get out of it. We worship and study and pray in order to strengthen our ability to
make a witness to the world around us. In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” Jesus shows us the reason God wants us to know peace in our hearts. At peace with ourselves, and at
peace with God, we are sent to reach out to the world the way Jesus first reached out to us.

I've heard you talk about your Catechism experience, and | know that for many of you, the favorite piece
of it all was the time you spent on servant events. During those activities, you weren'’t so interested in what
you might get out of it. You were interested, instead, in making a difference in the lives of others. We're all
very proud of you for that. And you have given us a glimpse of what it means to be sent by God to make a
difference in the world. Thanks for that.
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Forgive

God says to us: “Peace” and “Go.” God also says: “Forgive.” The central image of our faith is that of
Jesus, dying on the cross, so that you and | might experience God’s forgiveness. This is God’s greatest gift to
us. And once our hearts have been touched by God'’s forgiveness, we find ourselves empowered to share that
same gift with others.

It is sad that in so many past instances the church has not been a center of forgiveness. Church
members have too often been hijacked by their own self-indulgent interests and haven’t been able to reach out
to one another with love and grace. There are those who look at the church from a distance and wonder just
how committed to forgiveness it might be.

But let's not allow it be that way among us. In your faith essays, you have shared with me your belief in
the radical nature of God’s forgiveness. Don't ever forget about that. Remember that no matter how terrible
your sin might be, God longs to forgive you and renew you. And remember that no matter how terrible
someone else’s sin might be, God longs to work through you so that they might experience forgiveness.

So there it is: let your hearts be fixed on the peace that is yours in Christ. Know that God sends you to
make a difference in the world that surrounds you. And let that radical gift of forgiveness shape every
relationship that you experience. And I'll guarantee you: your experience as an adult Christian will be the most
exciting, fascinating, fulfilling journey you will ever know.

[Oh by the way, those others of you who are here and not seated in these two front rows: those words
are for you as well as them. Peace. Go. Forgive. May God be with you all. Amen.]

David J. Risendal, Pastor (May 17, 2005)

English Text:

219 \When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ?° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. ?! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” ? When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ? If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” "

Greek Text:

20.19000NG 0LV OYLXG Ti) NMEPQ EKELVT) TI) LA OXPPXTWV KX TWV BUPWV KEKAELOMEVWY GTTOL
NOKV oL MXONTAL dLx TOV pOPov TWV Tovdaiwv, NABeV 6 TNOODG KXL £0TN €IC TO MECOV KXi AEYEL
XUTOLG - €LprvN VMLV, 20KXi TOOTO EITTV £D€ELEEV TG XELPXG KXL TV TTAEVPAV KUTOLG. EXXPNORV
OOV 0i HXONTAL IOOVTEC TOV KUPLOV. 21EITTEV OOV XVTOLG [0 Tnool¢] TT&ALY - €iprivn MLV - KaBwg
ATTECTHAKEV ME O TTRTAP, KAYW TTEUTTW UVMKG. 22kXi TOOTO EITTWV ¢éVEDDONOEV KX AEYEL XVTOLG -
AXBeTE TIVEOUX GyLOV - 234V TLVWV adPNTE TAC AMXRPTIXG APEWVTXL XUTOLG, &V TIVWV KPXTATE
KEKPXTNVTKL. il
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