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Liturgical Day: The Third Sunday of Easter
Date:  April 10, 2005
Sermon Title:  Worship that Makes a Difference

Christ is risen. (Response: “Christ is risen, indeed!”) Christ is risen. (Response:
“Christ is risen, indeed!”) Christ is risen. (Response: “Christ is risen, indeed!”) Christ is
risen, indeed. It is good to have you all with us today for the continuation of our Easter
celebration. Thanks for joining us.

The last time I saw most of you, it was Easter Sunday. And what a Sunday it was:
the crowds were impressive. The music was first class. The decorations were beautiful.
The sermon wasn't half bad either, if you don’t mind me saying so. It was a great
morning — and the close to a great week of worship here at Saint Peter.

As we think of Holy Week and Easter Sunday, I want to ask you a question this
morning: For those of you who were here, what difference did it make? How did it serve
as an encouragement to your faith or your faithfulness? How were you different that
afternoon? Or the next day? Or the next Sunday? Or today, for that matter? What
difference did your Easter experience make in your life?

You see, we can put on a good show for the Easter Sunday crowd. Churches like
ours that stand in a liturgical tradition with all of its richness, and that have a thousand
years worth of strong music to draw from — we can put on a good show for the Easter
Sunday crowd. But if it doesn’t make a difference in our lives, what good is it? Worship —
what we do here on a Sunday morning — is not about putting on a good show, or giving
you sixty minutes of good feelings. Worship is intended to shape our faith and transform
our lives. Worship is intended to make a difference — and I hope that Easter Sunday
worship made a difference for you.

If it didn't, though, you're in good company. We notice that in this morning’s
Gospel lesson. It is set the afternoon of that first Easter Sunday — the day Jesus rose
from the dead. Cleopas and his traveling companion had experienced a powerful Easter
morning. As St. Luke tells us, these two believed in Jesus. They understood him to be a
prophet, mighty in word and deed before God. They had even come to hope that he was
the one to redeem Israel. And for a while, it appeared as though they just might be
right. But the tide turned against Jesus. He was handed over and condemned and
crucified. Cleopas and the others were crushed beyond belief.

Then came Easter morning. Some of the women from their group made their way
to the tomb, and there they saw a vision of angels. These angels shared with them the
remarkable news that Jesus was alive. Others from their group ran to the tomb, and saw
that Jesus wasn't there (just as the women had told them), but they didn’t see Jesus. It
was a powerful experience for them all (St. Matthew describes them as filled with fear
and great joy) But what good did it do? Later that afternoon, we find them trudging out
of town, commiserating about the past week, and standing still, looking sad at the
inquiry of one they didn’t recognize. What difference did Cleopas’ Easter experience
make? Arguably: not much. Just like many who passed through this place two weeks
ago.

But Jesus wants to give us a faith that makes a difference. Jesus wants us to have
a faith that transforms our lives. Jesus wants to be present among us today, in a way
that gives us strength and hope and life. Because there are times when we too find
ourselves trudging out of town, discouraged about the hand life has dealt us. There are
times when the inquiries of others are met with our silence, as we stand still looking sad.
There are times when earthly hope seems to slip away. It is then that our God desires to
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become our strength. It is then that our belief in the resurrection gives us hope that God can raise new life out
of what is dying in our hearts. It is then that our faith begins to make the kind of difference that God intends it
to make.

A mother and father are alone in their home. It is a beautiful, sunny day — the kind of day that invites
children to run in the park and make up new games to play. But they seem unaware of its beauty. She busies
herself around the home — dusting, cleaning, arranging — anything to keep her mind occupied. He stares out
the living room window — choking back the tears — struggling with the memories.

A business executive walks out of the office after a meeting with a Vice President of the company. Sales
are down. The economy shows no sign of picking up soon. Changes have to be made. It has nothing to do
with performance or ability — we just can’t continue on as we have done in the past. We'll give you six weeks
severance and time with a career counselor. Don’t worry. You'll find something soon. Let us know if we can
help.

A boy walks home from school alone. The bus pulls away, filled with noise and commotion, but it is quiet
on the street where he walks. He wishes that things weren't so different. He remembers the way life used to
be. He wishes that he were 21, and able to be out on his own. He wishes that he didn't have to go to school
every day, and suffer the kind of pain and embarrassment that he does.

At one time or another in our lives, we have all felt dismayed or discouraged. Certain events may have
placed us in that position. We may have been there because of death or separation. We may have been there
because of job loss, or family struggle. We may have been there because of illness or failure. The truth is: one
way or another we have all been there, and we have all felt the pain that goes along with an experience like
that.

That's exactly where our faith — and today’s Gospel account — come in. For those who believe, there is a
powerful God who will fall in step with us. A God who loves us enough to die for us. A God who is powerful
enough to defeat death itself. A God who fell into step with Cleopas and the other on that first Easter
afternoon, bringing them the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. A God who continues to fall in step with us
today whenever we find ourselves, like Cleopas, in need of that kind of comfort and strength and support. For
those who believe, it is there to see.

It's told that this Bible story was one of Rembrandt’s favorite
ones. Several times he painted the scene where the eyes of Jesus’
followers were opened. When he was young, he was intrigued by the
drama of the event. He liked to think about the surprise that they
must have felt, and the excitement in that moment of realization. He
used very dramatic colors and lighting effects to re-create it on
canvas. The viewer quickly senses the magnitude of the occasion. The
intensity of the instant literally jumps off the canvas. But in his later
years, he began to see the true meaning of the story. He began to
look at it and see, not the drama of the event, but the different ways
that those present were involved. He began to concentrate on the
personal awakening that happened with those two followers.

In one of his works, we see this awakening in the expressive
eyes of Cleopas, and at the very instant of his recognition, a servant offers a plate of food to him and appears
to see nothing at all remarkable. Rembrandt knew that the key to this story was that some saw and some
didn’t. The power of God was real, but available only to the ones who were able to truly see what was
happening. The ones who believed in the resurrected Jesus. The ones who were gifted with faith.

He realized that the true meaning of this story comes, not in the way that Jesus suddenly appeared or
disappeared; not in the dramatic turn of events as they recognize him; not even in the cosmic miracle of the
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resurrection. The true meaning of this story comes in the way that Cleopas and the other had their eyes
opened to Christ’s presence among them. In the midst of a long, slow, dark, depressing journey the power of
the Risen Christ broke into their world, and was able to dispel their gloom and despair, and send them running
back to Jerusalem with the news that he was alive.

As we reflect on this Gospel account, it is obvious that any of the three stories I shared with you earlier
could have moved in one of two very different directions. The people involved could have been like the servant
in Rembrandt’s painting, and seen nothing extraordinary about their situation. They could have continued to
see nothing but pain, and sorrow, and sadness. Life for them could have been a dreary existence - something
to suffer through as best as they could. Or, they could have seen the situation through the eye of faith. Like
Cleopas and his traveling companion, they could have seen that right there, in their darkest moment, there
was someone with them. Someone who knew what it was like to be ridiculed, and suffer, and even experience
death itself. Someone who was there to comfort and support them. Someone who was able to empower them,
and give them hope.

That someone, of course, is Jesus Christ. He was there on the road to Emmaus with Cleopas. He was
there in each of the three stories I shared with you. He is here with us this morning. And he is with you every
day of your lives. This Easter Season we will be remembering the Easter story. But we will be remembering
that it's not just a story about death and resurrection. It's not just a story about the beginning of the Christian
church. It's not just a story about Jesus and the disciples. It's also a story about you and me. For those of us
whose lives are graced with faith, our Lord is every bit as present today, in the breaking of the bread and the
power of the Word, as he was in that first century. Conquering the darkness of our lives. Offering us the gifts
of faith and hope. Traveling with us, even when our journey is long and slow and dark and depressing.

May God grant that each of us be touched by the power of the resurrection. As that happens, may we
recognize the Christ who falls in step with us, walking with us, talking with us, breaking bread with us, and
carrying us through the best and the worst of what life has to offer. Happy Easter, friends. May that be
something more than Easter eggs and bunnies: something that brings us faith and strength and hope and life.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (April 18, 2005)

English Text: "

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, **and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. *> While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, *° but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still,
looking sad. ' Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” * He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, % and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it
is now the third day since these things took place. > Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, % and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2* Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” % Then he said to them,
“Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! * Was it not
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” ’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
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28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. %° But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”
So he went in to stay with them. 3 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their
sight. ** They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” ** That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. ** They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. "

Greek Text:

BKadi 1oL 00 €€ avtwv év avt] ) NUEQQ oAV TTOQEVOUEVOL ElG KWUNV ATtéxovoav otadiovg éENKova
aro TegovoaAny, 1] dvopa Eppaous, kai adtol @piAovy meog AAATIA0LS Ttepl TEVTwY TwV aLpUPReRNKITWY
TOUTWV. PKat £YEVETO €V T@Aé}il}\ﬁfv avToLG Kat oulnTeL v Kat avtog ’IT]OOUAQ gyyloag ovveToQeVETO
avToLG, 01 d¢ OHOAAUOL AVTWV EKQATOUVTO TOU UT) €Ty VWVaL abToV. Velrev 8¢ meog avtovs: Tives ol Adyol
oUtoL 00 avtipaAAete OGS AAAAOUG TeQITATOUVTES; kal é0tdOnoav okvBowrol. BamokoiBeis d¢ eig
ovopatt KAeomas elmev meog adtov: oL povog maQotkels TegouoaAnu kai oUk €yvwgs ta yevopeva v avtr)
&V Tals Nuéoas tavtaug; Ukal elmev avtols: mol; ot d¢ elmav avtw: & Tept Toou touv Nalagnvou, 6g
&YEVeTo v TEOPNTNG duvaTos €V €0Yw Kail Adyw évavtiov Tou Beou kai mavTtog Tou Aaou, 26mwG te
TAQEdWKAV AVTOV Ol AQXLEQELS KAl OL ZOXOVTES TUWV €lg Kolpa BavaTov kai éotavowoay avTdv. uels d¢
NATlopev 6t avtdg ¢otv O PéAAWV AvtgovoBat tov ToganA: AAAG e kai oLV Ao TOVTOLS TQITNV
TaOTNV NUéQAY dryeL ddo oU TauTta yEveTo. ZAAAX Kal Yuvalkes Tiveg ¢€ NUWV EEE0Tnoay 1)U,
yvevopevat 000owval €Tl to pvnuelov, Prai pn eveovoal to cwpa adtou TABov Aéyovoat kai oOTtacioy
ayyEéAwv éwgakévat, ol Aéyovaty avtov Inv. #kat dTnABov Tves Twv oLV ULV ML TO Hvnuelov kad 0oV
oUtws kabws Kai al yuvalkes elmov, adtov d¢ ok eldov. Bral avtog elmev TEOg avTovs: @ GvonToL kad
Boadels ) kaEdia ToU ToTevEY Tl TAOLY 0ig EAdATITAV oL TgodTTAL P0VXL TauTa £det mabelv TOV
XOLOTOV Kai eloeABelv elg v dOEav avToU; Zral aQEdpevos &md Mwioéws kai Ao MAVTWV Twv
TEOPNTWYV dLeQUNVELTEV AVTOK €V TATALS TALS YOaPaLS T TEQL EXVLTOU.

BKal 1y yLoav g TV KOUNVY 0U €T0QeVoVTo, Kol aVTOS TIROTETOONTO TIOQQWTEQOV TToQeVeThaL. Pkatl
TMAQEPLATAVTO AVTOV AéyovTtes: petvov pebo Nuwv, Tt mEog E0TéQav €0Tiv Kal kékAkev 1jdn 1) uéoa. Kai
elonABev ToU petvat oLV adTolG. ¥ral £YEVETo €V T KatakALOnvaL avTtov peto avtwV Aawv TOV dQTOV
eVAOYNOEV kal KAGoag €medidov avTols, avtwv d¢ dunvoixOnoav ot dpOaApol kai eméyvwoav adTov: Kal
aUTOG APAVTOG EYEVETO Ao aLTWV. ZKal elmav mEOg AAAAOLG: 0VXL 1] KaEdia NUWV kKatopévn 1)V [év fuiv]
WG EAGAELTIULY €V T1) 0D, WG duvoLyev ULV TAS Yoadas; FKal avaotavtes avt 1) pa vTiéoteeday €ig
TegovoaAnu kai eUgov 110001oévoug Tovg évdeka kai ToLg oLV aVTOLG, ¥Aéyovtag &t OvTwg 11Y£00M O
KUQLOG Kotk PO Lipwvi. Fkal adTol ¢EMyouvTo T& &V 1] 00w Kai wg yvwodn avtols év T KAdoeL Tou
&otov. ™

i This mid-week devotional message is available through the Internet to all interested friends and supporters of Saint Peter Lutheran Church in Englewood, Colorado.

To add your name to or remove your name from the distribution list, please send a message from your Internet address to drisendal@StPLC.org. These devotional

messages can also be found on the World Wide Web at www.StPLC.org.

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church _year/lectionary.html.

i St. Luke 24:13-35, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America).

v St. Luke 24:13-35, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart). To display the Greek text correctly, choose Palatino Linotype font.
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