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Title:  Gratitude and Trust

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

It is so good to have you with us at Saint Peter as we celebrate this
National Day of Thanksgiving. I love this holiday. It is one that commercial
interests haven't quite been able to run away with (although that hasn't
prevented them from trying), and it is one that people of many different
religious backgrounds are able to embrace. But that hasn't always been the
case. In his essay “The Thanksgiving Story,” Jerry Wilson reports:

George Washington proclaimed a National Day of Thanksgiving in
1789, although some were opposed to it. There was discord among the
colonies, many feeling the hardships of a few Pilgrims did not warrant a
national holiagay. And later, President Thomas Jefferson scoffed at the idea
of having a day of thanksgiving.

It was Sarah Josepha Hale, a magazine editor, whose efforts
eventually led to what we recognize as Thanksgiving. Hale wrote many
editorials championing her cause in her Boston Ladies’ Magazine, and later,
in Godey'’s Lady’s Book. Finally, after a 40-year campaign of writing
editorials and letters to governors and presidents, Hale'’s obsession became
a reality when, in 1863, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in
November as a national day of thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving was proclaimed by every president after Lincoln. The
date was changed a couple of times, most recently by Frankiin Roosevelt,
who set it up one week to the next-to-last Thursaay to create a longer
Christmas shopping season. Public uproar against this decision caused the
president to move Thanksgiving back to its original date two years later.
And in 1941, Thanksgiving was finally sanctioned by Congress as a legal
holiday, as the fourth Thursday in November, '

The celebration of a National Day of Thanksgiving may have gone off to a
slow start, but it is certainly embraced by many in our world today — perhaps
because we are aware that we have so much to be thankful for.

e You and I have experienced material blessings that our ancestors
could never have imagined. Even those of us who live a fairly
modest lifestyle are accustomed to comforts and luxuries that only
the very wealthiest of people could afford 100 years ago.

e We live in a land where freedom and justice are central values. We
haven't always honored them perfectly, but we continue to strive
towards that, and it makes all the difference in the world.

e We are in a time there is a remarkable emphasis on health and well-
being. Many of us will live longer and feel better than has ever been
the case in history.



National Day of Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving Eve: November 22, 2006) Page - 2 -

¢ And most importantly, we are people whose lives have been touched by faith in Jesus
Christ, and our entire lives have been shaped by the loving and gracious relationship God
is forming with us.

Wealth, freedom, health, faith... God has blessed us richly, in all of these ways. But as many in
our culture give thanks for the comforts that we enjoy in this country, we as Christians know that it is
not enough just to be thankful for what we have. We know it is also important to explore what it
means that we have so much, and what responsibilities come with it. So each year, at about this
time, we pause to consider the words of Jesus, and what they have to say to those of us who seem
to have so much.

This evening the traditions of our church lead us to what has become known as “The Sermon on
the Mount” — a collection of sayings that come from the preaching of Jesus. These are not easy
words. Jesus was a strong preacher, and he never shied away from challenging his listeners. This
text is no exception. In it, he instructs us about things like food and health and clothing. He reminds
us that the birds of the air and the lilies of the field do just fine without staying up all night
wondering how they are going to make ends meet.

In words that are familiar to almost everyone who attended church camp or youth group or

Vacation Bible School in the 1970s, he said:
Strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will

be given to you as well. (St. Matthew 6:33)
Jesus teaches that if we keep our priorities straight, and keep focused on what is pleasing to God,
these other life concerns will take care of themselves. If the kingdom of God is our first priority, we'll
never need to worry about having enough to get by on. It is a radical claim, this notion of Jesus.
Putting our relationship with God ahead of basic human needs like food and clothing is a difficult
thing to do. Do we dare trust God that much? Do we dare stop worrying about what tomorrow will
bring, and how we'll meet it? Do we dare live with the certainty that God will help us discover how to
thrive, no matter what comes? Or does that feel just too reckless?

Several men were in the locker room of a local fitness club. A cell phone on a bench rang and a
man next to it had a shampoo bottle in one hand, and brush in the other. He hit the hands free
speaker feature with his smallest finger and said, "Hello." A feminine voice answered, "Honey, it's
me. Are you at the club?" He said, "Yes." She asked, "I'm at the mall now and found this beautiful
leather coat. It's only $1,000. Is it OK if I buy it?" The guy thought for a second and said, "Sure, go
ahead and get it." She said, "And I stopped by the Mercedes dealership and saw the new 2007
models. I saw one I really liked." He said, "How much?" His wife said, "It's only $65,000." Everybody
in the room was staring at the guy and awkwardly he said, "OK, but for that price it better have all
the options." she said, "Great! Oh, one more thing. The house we wanted last year is back on the
market. They're only asking $950,000." It got real quiet in the room and the man said, "Well, go
ahead and give them an offer, but just offer $900,000." She squealed and said, "Thanks, you're the
best husband in the world! I love you!" He mumbled, "Bye, I love you, too," and hung up. The other
guys in the locker room were staring at him in astonishment. Finally, the man looked around and
asked, "Anyone know whose phone this is?" "

It's easy not to worry about another person’s money. But when it comes to our own, it suddenly
gets a lot harder. Thanksgiving is a time to remember how gracious God has been to us — blessing us
by creating a world that is filled with rich and lovely resources. But if we truly believe what we
proclaim during this season — if we truly believe that God is the source of all that blesses and sustains
us — then our gratitude must lead us to trust. It is one or the other. We can believe that God is the
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one who blesses us and makes it possible for us to thrive — and we can trust that God will continue to
do what God has done in the past. Or we can believe that we are the ultimate source of our own
security — and we can stay up at night worrying about whether we'll do well next week or next month
or next year.

That's the real reason I love this holiday so much. It gives us a chance to proclaim what we
believe to be true: that God loves us deeply, and will give us the strength and courage and ability to
thrive, no matter what life throws at us. This is a radical belief. But it is a deeply liberating belief.
Trusting that our future is in God’s hands, we are freed up to be extravagant in our support of
Christ’s ministry and our care for those who surround us. Whatever that includes: financial support of
the church, assistance given to those who are less fortunate, donations to other Christian
organizations, time spent in sharing the Gospel or touching human needs — whatever that includes,
we are aware that the true measure of our gratitude to God has an awful lot to do with the nature of
our generosity.

Wealth, freedom, health, faith... God has blessed us richly, in all of these ways. May we be
aware of the rich blessings God has showered upon us. And may our generosity be a true reflection
of how grateful we are.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (November 22, 2006)

English Text: ™

2>“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? %
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? % And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? 2 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, %’ yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. * But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? *! Therefore
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or *What will we wear?’ **For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. ** But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.

34vSo do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is
enough for today. "

Greek Text:

25 Alx TOUTO A&y VUV * pny HEPILVATE Ti] WoxI) VUGV Ti AynTe [1) Ti TiNTE], PNdé Tew oduaTi
VUGV Ti €vELONOBE. OVXL 1] WLXT) TTAEIOV ¢OTIV TNG TPOPNG KAL TO OWUA TOU évODUATOC;
262UBAEYATE EIG T TIETEIVA TOU OVPAVOU GTI OV OTTEipoLaIV 0vde BepiloLoIv 0VEE CLVAYOLOIV EIG
ATTOBNKAG, KAL O TTATIO VPGV 0 OVPAVIOG TREPE AUTA * OVX VUEIG HOANOV SIAPEPETE AVTWY; 2/TiG
5¢ &€ LWV PePIUVAV SbvaTal TTPooBeival £TTL Ti)V HAIKIaV avTou TTRXLY €va; 28kai TTEPL EvoLUATOG
Ti HEPIUVATE; KATAPABETE T KOIVA TOU dYPOU TG AvEAVOLOIV - OV KOTTIWOIV 006¢ VIBOLOIV
2AEY@ 6¢ DIV 8T 006¢ ZOAOP@Y &V TTAoT) T 6O&N AvTOU TTEPIERANETO WG &V TOOTWV. 3%t &¢ TOV
XOPTOV TOU &YPOU CAUEQOV GVTA KAL avpIoV &G KAIBavov BaANouevoy 6 Beog oUTWC
APPIEVVLOIV, OV TTOMN HAAAOV DPAG, ONYOTTIOTOI; 31uny OUV PEPIMVAONTE AEYOVTEG * T PAYWDUEY;

1 T TeV; 1) Ti TEQIBAADPEDT; 32ITAVTA Yap TAUTA T €Bvn ¢mdNTOUOIV - Ol6EV Yap O TTATNO
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VUV 6 00PAVIOG §TI XE1IZETE TOOTWV ATTAVTWY. 3¢NTeiTe §¢ TPWTOV TV PaciAeiav [Tou Beou] kai
TV SIKAIOCLVNY AVTOU, KAt TAUTA TTAVTA TTOOCTEBRTETAl DIV, 34Ut OBV PEPIUVACNTE €1G TV
avpIov, 1) Yap AUPIOV PEQIMVATE EQLTNG - AOKETOV 1] 1HéPa 1) Kakia avtng..
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