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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
January 14, 2007
And His Disciples Believed

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Weddings are remarkable experiences, aren’t they? They are all so different.
I've presided at weddings where the guests showed up in tuxedos and formal
gowns. There have been other weddings where most of those in attendance were
decked out in cowboy boots and hats. I've participated in weddings that were
accompanied by string ensembles and classical music. Of other weddings, folk
music prevailed. At some weddings there are so many guests that we have to set
up extra chairs. Yet one wedding found us searching the facility to see if we
could come up with someone to serve as a second witness for the license.

Despite all their differences, most weddings are (at least for the wedding
Party) memorable occasions. I'd guess that every married person here today
could tell us what was memorable about the day they were married. Betsy and I
think of a packed Sanctuary in my first congregation (we stacked the deck a bit
by inviting the whole congregation), with Pastor Jim Lundeen across the rail from
us. We remember special guests who were there: especially some who are no
longer with us. We even ran out of wine, but rather than turn to ceremonial
water jars, we sent my roommate out for a few additional bottles. Memories were
created that day that will accompany us to our graves, and I'd guess that is true
for many of you as well.

For some couples, the memories are not all positive. Despite the best-laid
plans, some weddings just seem to go haywire. Certain television shows have
broadcast video clips of brides falling into their wedding cakes, of groomsmen
fainting and knocking over the candelabra, of missing rings, of precocious
children. Things don't always go as planned: some weddings are best described
as disastrous.

In this morning’s Gospel lesson we read of a wedding gone haywire. It was
in Cana of Galilee, John tells us. Jesus and his disciples and his mother attended
that wedding. You can imagine the pride of the bride and groom’s families. This
wedding probably was the social event of their lifetime. In a small town, where
great festivities were few and far between, there is little doubt that the bride’s
family had invested just about everything they had in the celebration. This was
their chance to host the whole village, and they wanted it to be a time to
remember.

Unfortunately, it was on the verge of being unforgettable — but not in the
way that family had hoped it would. Mid-way through the celebration, the wine
ran out. How deeply embarrassing that must have been for them. With the whole
town there to stand witness, it was about to become evident that this family had
utterly failed in their responsibility to take care of the needs of their guests. It
was a remarkable failure, and they would have to live with the shame of that
failure for the rest of their lives. Can you imagine the parents, walking into town
the next week, with everyone snickering and shaking their heads at them? This
was definitely a wedding gone haywire.
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Enter Jesus. He hadn't come to make sure everything went smoothly. When his mother first
approached him he sounded offended that she would ask him to do anything about it. He wasn't
ready for his power to be seen publicly yet. He wanted to hang back in the crowd and do nothing.
And it seems, at first, as though that is exactly what he would do. But for some unknown reason, he
followed his mother’s lead. He had the hired hands fill six great water jars with water. Before anyone
knew what had happened, a transformation had taken place. The water, of course, had miraculously
been transformed into the best wine those guests had tasted in a long time. But transformation took
place in a couple of other ways that day as well: a wedding feast about to grind to a halt was
transformed into a continuing celebration. The deep shame of those who hosted that banquet was
transformed into a sense of relief that the party could go on. And most importantly, those first couple
of disciples who began to follow Jesus were transformed into people who believed in him.

That, of course, is John’s main agenda in writing this Gospel. He tells us as much in the 20"
chapter. There, we read:
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. '
John’s Gospel, Jesus’ ministry, this morning’s lesson... they're all about believing in Jesus Christ — all about
experiencing life in his name — all about being transformed. And frankly, we see that time and time again
when Jesus enters into people’s lives. Convicted adulterers, dishonest tax collectors, wealthy young men,
fishermen working on their nets, the blind, the lame, the deaf, even a criminal whose crime had been so
horrendous that he was sentenced to be crucified. Jesus stepped into each of these lives with the presence of
God — with the power of faith — with the gift of holy transformation, and many of these people were changed
forever. “Life in his name” was an entirely different way to live. They walked away from their fifteen minutes
with Jesus, and were never the same again.

This is the Jesus who is revealed to us during the Epiphany season. This is the Jesus you and I are called
to follow. To follow him means to be co-workers with him in welcoming others into “life in his name.” To
follow him means to be coworkers with him in transforming lives: in our personal lives, in the ministries we
sponsor as a congregation, at work, at home, at school — Jesus seeks to transform us with the power of God’s
love, and to shape us into a transforming presence in this world.

At Saint Peter, we believe that God wants to make a difference in our lives. That is the notion which lies
at the heart of the changes we are proposing for our congregation this year. Next month, after our annual
congregation meeting, we will be completely re-organizing our central leadership group. This year we have
sought out individuals who are willing to serve on our Congregation Council with a completely different set of
objectives. They have agreed to meet monthly for their own spiritual development and renewal. They have
agreed to develop ministry teams that will strengthen Saint Peter’s approach to ministry. They have agreed to
do the kind of work together that we hope will lead to transformed ministries, transformed leaders, and
transformed lives. I'm so grateful for their willingness to serve. I am excited about the prospect of working
with them in 2007. And I ask you to keep them in your daily prayers all year long.

Their desire to be open to transformation, and to be part of the transformation of this congregation, lies
at the heart of what Christ was trying to do in the first century, and what he wants for us today. When we
reach the end of our journey, I doubt that Christ will ask us how many committee meetings we attended, or
led. Instead, I imagine there being a lot more interest in how many lives were transformed. How many people
found comfort in the message of the Gospel? How many were inspired to make profound changes in the way
they prioritized their lives? How many young people met a God who is real and powerful and loving? How
many families were strengthened by inviting Christ to dwell in their midst? How many people in crisis were
assured of God’s powerful love? Christ is one who comes with a transforming power, and perhaps the best
measure of our own faithfulness as a congregation is the degree to which that transformation moves through
us to make a difference in other people’s lives.
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Christians who just go through the motions and act like religious people are a dime a dozen. However,
the faithful disciple of Jesus is the one through whom Jesus’ transforming power moves. Someone who has
been so deeply touched by the Gospel, that they find themselves looking at the world entirely differently.
Someone who has caught a fire for living out his or her faith from day to day. Someone who has a passion for
making a difference in the lives of others for Christ’s sake. That's the kind of effect Jesus wants to have on
each of us — the kind of effect that St. John describes in his Gospel account.

And so this morning we remember the day when Jesus transformed water into wine, and embarrassment
into celebration, and disciples into believers. We pray that his transforming power might continue to move
through the bread and the wine and the word in a way that makes a difference in our lives. And we ask that
through our faithfulness, as a congregation and as individuals, God might work to continue the transformation
that was begun in the life and ministry of our Lord. That, indeed, is the measure of our faithfulness. May we
be found to be true to the one who seek to touch our hearts and lives.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (January 14, 2007)
English Text: '

210n the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. >
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. * When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you
and to me? My hour has not yet come.” ® His mother said to the servants, “"Do whatever he tells you.” ®
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty
or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8
He said to them, “"Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. ° When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom *° and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” ! Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” "

f'A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html.
" St. John 2:1-11, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America).
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Greek Text:
> Kai ) fuéoa ) toitn ydpog éyéveto év Kava e TaAdlaiag, kai fjv 1} urjtne tov

Tnoou éxel * ¢xAn0mn d¢ kai 6 Thoout kai oi padntai avtou eig Tov ydpov. * kai
boteeoavTog oivou Aéyet 1) ujTnE Tou Tnoou meodg avTtév: otvov olk éxovoty. * [kai] Aéyet
a0t 6 Tooug: Tl &pot kal oo, YUva; obmw kel 1) oA Hov. ° Aéyel 1) uiTnE avToU T0ig
dlacdvolg: 6 L&y Aéyn Ouiv momoarte. * ooy ¢ el AiBrvor VO EE kaTd TOV
KaBaQLopov twv Tovdaiwv Keieval, Xweovoal &va LeTENTAS dVO 1) Teels. ' Aéyel avtois O
Tnoouc: yepioate tag VORIAG VIATOS. Kal EYELTAV AVTAS EWG AVQ. Sxal AéyeL avtols:
AvTAjoaTe VOV Kail héeTe T AQXITOIKAIVQ: of d¢ fjveykav. * dog d¢ yevoato 6
AQXLTOIKALVOG TO VdWQ 0LVOV Yeyevnévov kai ok 1)det mdBev €ativ, ol d¢ diakovor 1)detoav
ol HVTANKOTES TO BOWQ, Pprwvel TOV VudIOV O &EXITOIKAVOG ' Kal Aéyet avTE: Talg
GvOQWTOC MEWTOV TOV KAAOV oivov tifnowy kat étav pefuvobwov tov EAGoow: ov
TeTioNKAC TOV KAAOV oivov éwg dott. ' Tavtnv émoioev aoxNV Twv onueiwv 6 Thoous év
Kava s TaAlalag kai épavégwoev v dOEav avtov, kal Emiotevoay €ig avTOV oL
uabnrai avtov. "

St. John 20:30-31, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America).

i St, John 2:1-11, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (©
1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



