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Living in God's amazing grace

Liturgical Day: The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Date: February 18, 2007
Sermon Title:  Four Keys to Faithful and Effective Leadership

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

THE TRANSFIGURATION

This morning, we celebrate a major festival in the liturgical calendar. It is called
“The Transfiguration of our Lord.” St. Luke tells us that Jesus made his way up the
mountain in order to spend a night in prayer — something he often did before major
events or major experiences. He took his inner circle of followers, Peter and James
and John, along with him. They had the chance to spend a night on a mountaintop,
in prayer with God's only son, which was remarkable enough on its own. But it got
even better. When the night had grown long, and the disciples’ eyes were heavy with
sleep, they saw something absolutely amazing: Jesus was transfigured before their
eyes. The appearance of his face was changed, and his clothes became glistening
white. And they saw him standing there with two men: Moses and Elijah; two of the
greatest heroes in the Hebrew Bible.

Peter’s first reaction, as usual, was to do something. Awed by what he had
seen, and not knowing what else to say, he blurted out, “Let’s build three
monuments here Lord: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Now this isn't
an unreasonable response. He had just witnessed an unbelievable sight. It was only
natural that he would want to memorialize it. It was only natural that he would want
to respond by worshipping. But that obviously was the wrong thing to do. Jesus
didn't say anything, but God did. As Peter was speaking, great cloud engulfed the
four of them. Fear engulfed the three disciples as well. And from that cloud issued
the words: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him.”

The very next day, as they are making their way down the mountain, while the
glow of that experience had not even begun to fade, they find themselves in the
middle of a great crowd, where Jesus immediately returns to serving the people:
proclaiming the good news, and healing the people of what ailed them.

Transfiguration Sunday is an important day in the liturgical calendar, and in the
story of Jesus’ life and ministry. His talk with Moses and Elijah helped him to prepare
for what was to come in Jerusalem. And the image of those three together helped
his disciples as they began to discover who he truly was.

Today is an important day here at Saint Peter; not as important as
Transfiguration Sunday was to Jesus, but important nonetheless. Today we are
honoring willingness of sixteen Saint Peter members to serve as our elected leaders
in the coming year. They were elected to serve at last week’s Annual Congregation
meeting. I'm not sure how many of them would describe that meeting as a
mountaintop experience. But I hope that each of them — last week at the annual
meeting and this week as they are installed as our leaders — I hope each of them
experiences the touch of God on their hearts, calling them to be strong and bold and
creative and faithful as they lead us into this coming year.

What will it mean for them to be faithful in this call? What does it mean for
congregational leaders to exercise wise stewardship over the responsibility that is
given to them? This morning’s text provides some clues. In the words and actions of
Jesus and his followers, we become aware of four keys to being a faithful and
effective leader in this church named after Christ.
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PRAYER

The first of these four keys is prayer. Whenever there was an important decision to be made, or
whenever a significant event was about to occur, Jesus would prepare himself. He would prepare, most often,
by spending an entire night in prayer. Think about that. We describe Jesus as being fully God. Yet he had to
spend time praying — connecting with God — before knowing how to move ahead. If that was important for
Jesus, how much more is it important for us human beings? If we are to have any chance of being faithful and
effective, we must ground all that we do in prayer.

The church needs leaders who have a robust prayer life. Leaders who spend time every day, searching
their hearts for what God is saying to them. I pray that our leaders here at Saint Peter will discover a love for,
and a reliance on, the gift of prayer.

TRANSFORMATION

The second of the four keys to being a faithful and effective leader is the desire for transformation. On
one level, Transfiguration Sunday tells the story of when Jesus was transformed. Luke tell us that his clothes
became dazzling white and the appearance of his face changed. We are reminded of Moses, who also met the
presence of God on a mountain top. It is said that when Moses returned from speaking with God, his face had
such a powerful glow that people were afraid to spend time with him. As being in the presence of God
transformed Moses, so too it is the case with Jesus.

But there is a deeper level at which this is a story of transformation. Those who spent time with Jesus
often found that they, themselves were transformed by his presence. Sadly, it doesn't seem that Peter and
James and John were transformed in today’s text — the very next day they seem to be among the disciples
who were unable to help the man with the sick child. But eventually they were transformed. The time they
spent with Jesus transformed their minds, and they began to see themselves and their world in an entirely
new — an entirely different — way.

The church needs leaders who have the desire to be transformed by their faith. Not leaders who want to
do what has always been done; not leaders who desire to promote their own interests or their own agenda.
But leaders who are willing to spend time in the presence of God, and who are eager to discover where God
will lead them, what God will reveal to them, and how that will help them to become new and different
people. I pray that our leaders here at Saint Peter will long for the kind of transformation that only God can
provide.

LISTENING TO JESUS

The third of the four keys to being a faithful and effective leaders is the capacity to listen to Jesus. As
Peter, James and John stood by in awe, a dark cloud overshadowed them and a booming voice issued from
the cloud. It had one, simple message: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” Listen to what Jesus says.

Our Lutheran church has a strong tradition of believing that there is power in the word of God. Although
Martin Luther was the most famous of the sixteenth century reformers, he once claimed that he had nothing
to do with the changes that took place in the church. It was the word of God, he said, that changed the
church. He was little more than a delivery boy.

The church need leaders who believe in the power of God’s word, and who will study God’s word
diligently. This morning, I have a gift for each of our new leaders: it is a study Bible purchased for them by
one of our members. I hope they will carry this Bible with them wherever they go. I hope that you will
become accustomed to seeing them with their Bibles, at worship, at Bible studies, at meetings, and at other
church functions. And as they open them up, I hope you will see well-worn pages — signs of the hours spent
digging through the scriptures, and seeking to be touched by the power of God’s word. I pray that our leaders
here at Saint Peter will have a love for the word of God, and allow it to touch and shape their hearts.
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LIVES OF SERVICE

Finally, the fourth key to being a faithful and effective leader is a life committed to serve the world.
When Jesus and the disciples came down from the mountain, the very first thing they did was to throw
themselves back into the center of the crowd and begin touching their needs again. We worship a savior who
gave himself for the world in many more ways than simply dying for it. He also lived for the world, and his life
was centered around what he could give to those he met from day to day.

We are called to be his disciples, which means nothing less than to shape our lives after his. As he
committed himself to serve those who had needs, so too, the most faithful among us do the same.

The church need leaders who are committed to lives of service, always seeking to discover how they and
the church they lead can be of service to the world that surrounds them. It is as we find a purpose outside
ourselves that the church begins to have a future, and I pray that our leaders will lead us in that direction
during the year to come.

IN CONCLUSION

Peter, James and John became strong leaders in the early church — strong because they were people
who lived in the presence of God, and became God’s presence in the world. These four keys were part of the
combination that allowed Peter, James and John to be faithful leaders in the early church. These four keys will
be part of what makes this year’s group of elected leaders faithful and effective here at Saint Peter. And these
four keys will also be marks of our own faithfulness in supporting them and working with them.

Let us join our leaders in spending time every day in prayer, in opening up our hearts to ways that God
might transform us, in listening to what the word of Jesus has to say, and in committing ourselves to serving
in the valley of need that surrounds our congregation.

Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (February 18, 2007)

English Text: '

%28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. * And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and
his clothes became dazzling white. ** Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 3
They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. *> Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. ** Just as they were leaving him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said. >* While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. ** Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” *® When the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

37 0n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. * Just
then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. **
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it
mauls him and will scarcely leave him. *°I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” *!
Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear
with you? Bring your son here.” ** While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in
convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. **
And all were astounded at the greatness of God. "

' Alist of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church _year/index.htm.
" St. Luke 9:28-43, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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Greek Text:

928Ey£€VeTo D& HETA TOVG AOYOUS TOUTOVS woel NHégat OkTw [kat] magaAaBwv [Tétoov kat
Twdavvny kai TakwBov avéPn eig tO 0gog mEooevEaTBatl. Pral £yéveto év @ TooevxeaBat avTov TO
€l00G TOU TTROTWTIOL AVTOU TEQOV KAl O LHATIOHOG AVTOU AgLKOG €£0TOATITWV. PKal DOV dvdoeg
dV0 cLuvEAGAOLY AVTW, olTIveg ﬁ"Gav Mwi)cm"g kal HAlag, Slot 0pOévteg ev ééén EAeyov v £Eodov
avtov, v fjueAdev TANEouv év TegovoaArju. 20 d¢ TTétog kal ol oLV avTW qcrav BePaon psVOL Onvo:
dlrypnyopnoavteg d¢ elooV ™V 00Eav AaVTOU KAl TOUC dVO AvdQaS TOLG OUVETTWTAC avrw Bral
EYEVETO €V T f)lO(XQ)QLC&CTeO(L aVTOVC &TTO AVTOU ELTTEV O ITétog mEog ToV InGovv- ETUOTATR, KAAOV
E0TLV THAG WoE elvat, Kal momowpey oknvag Teels, piav oot kai piav Mwboel kai piav HAla, ur
eldwg 6 Aéyel #*rauta d¢ adToU Aéyovtog éyéveto vedéAn kal émeokialev avtovs: épopriOnoav dé év
@ eloeABelv avToUg elg TNV VeDEAN V. FKal GV £yEveTto &k g vedéAns Aéyovoa: 0UTtog ¢oTv O
VIOG 1oL O ExAeAeyévog, aUTOU AkoVETE. ¥Kal &V T yevéoDal TV Gpwvnv e0EEON Tnoous povos. Kai
avtol éotynoav kai 00devi AT yyellay év ékelvals Talg 1UEQALS OVDEV WV EWQAKAV.

Eyéveto ¢ T €€ 1éQa KaTeADOVTWVY AUTWV GTO TOU 0OQOVS TLVIVINTEV AVTW OXAOG
TOAVG. 3Bkad 1DOL avNE ATd TOU OXA0L ¢BONoev Aéywv- dddokale, déopat oov EmBAEbat émti TOV LIOV
Hov, 6Tt povoyevig pot €atwy, ¥kal oL vevpa Aapavel avtov kai éEaidvng koalel kal oaQdooel
AVTOV et AdEOU Kal HOYLS ATIOXWQEEL ATIO ADTOU CLUVTELBOV AVTOV: “kadl £€derONV Twv pabntwv oov
va exBaAwoLy avTo, kai ovk nduvRBNnoav. 4amokeiBeic d¢ 6 Tnoous elmev: @ yeved dmotog kal
dreoToappévn, éwg ToTe E0OUAL TIROG VIAG KAl AVEEOUAL DIWV; TIQOOAYAYE WOE TOV LIOV T0UL. 2ETL d¢
TQOOEQXOUEVOL ADTOU €QENEEV AVTOV TO daUOVIOV kai ouveoTidpadev: émetipnoev d¢ O Tnooug T
TVEVHATL T AkaBA&QT@ KAl lAoaTo TOV Tada Kol ATEdWKEV aUTOV T MATEL AVTOV. BEEETANCOOVTO
d¢ mavteg Emi T peyaedtnTi tou Oeou. [avtwv d¢ Bavpalovtwv €ni maow ol emnolet elrtev EoOg
ToLG HabnTag avtov: ™

St. Luke 9:28-43, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen,
(© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart). To display the Greek text correctly, choose Palatino Linotype font.



