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Title: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
I don't know how many of you attended church camp when you were young. My
family didnt do much of that during my childhood. But I've been to my share of church

camps since becoming a pastor 22 years ago. One thing I love about church camp is the
music. We sing some campy, fireside songs. We sing some favorite Lutheran numbers.

PETER And every once-in-a-while, we make our way into the Baptist or Methodist hymnal, and
L UTHERAN sing an old revival song. There are some great ones. They don't exactly line up point for
CHURCH point with our Lutheran way of thinking about things. But they tug at the heart strings

like nothing else, and so we pull them out from time to time. One of my favorites is, "I
have decided to follow Jesus.” ' Sing with me if you remember the words:

FIRST LESSON I have decided to follow Jesus.
GE"ESE_llss'l'lz’ I have decided to follow Jesus.
OR I have decided to follow Jesus.
I SAMUEL 16:14-23 No turning back. No turning back.
PSTC;MN Now let me offer this disclaimer: I'm not a fan of decision theology. It worked for

Billy Graham, and he certainly helped many people discover the difference Christ can
PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1 make in their lives. But when I am challenged to make a decision to follow Jesus, I fail
GOSPEL LESSON more often than I succeed. I have every good intention, of course. I have decided,
ST. LUKE 13:31-35 numerous times, to take discipleship more seriously. I have decided, humerous times, to
PRAYER OF THE DAY be a stronger and more courageous witness to my faith. I have decided, numerous
HEAVENLY FATHER, IT IS times, to be more structured and intentional about how I take care of my body and my
YOUR GLORY ALWAYS TO soul. It reminds me of my High School friend, who once said to me: “It's easy to quit
HAVE MERCY. BRING BACK  gmynking cigarettes. I've done it dozens of times.” His decisions to quite smoking never

ALL WHO HAVE ERRED AND . . .. . .
sTRavED FRoM Your wavs;  lasted long. And invariably, my decisions to take a step deeper into my faith usually last

SECOND LESSON

LEAD THEM AGAIN TO a week or two at best, and then I am back to my own self. My own sinful, undisciplined,
EMBRACE IN FAITH THE spontaneous self. That frustrates me to no end.
TRUTH OF YOUR WORD AND . . . .
TO HOLD IT FAST; THROUGH Of course, we have the example of our Lord. His life gives us a glimpse of what it

Jesus CHRIST YOUR SON means to live with faith at the very center. We see it in his passion, in his commitment,

ﬁ:ﬁ;hzﬂ’ﬁ":':{%;‘xzsb‘;:‘; in his love, in his compassion for the needs of the people he met. They speak volumes
Hoy SeirtT, one Gop,  aPout the kind of life that pleases God — the kind of life God wants us to live. The life of
NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.  JESUS serves as an example to us all of what it means to live in this world as a believer.

For example, in chapter nine of St. Luke’s Gospel, Jesus set his face towards
Jerusalem, and from that point on, nothing can stop him from following his destiny: from
moving towards the suffering, pain and death of Good Friday. He believed that it was
God'’s will for him, and no human influence could change his mind. In this morning’s
text, a group of Pharisees become concerned about him and they try to prevent him

9300E. BELLEVIEW AVE. from heading to Jerusalem. His own disciples even tried to dissuade him, but once Jesus

GREENWOOD VILLAGE,
COLORADO 80111 has made a decision, that is it. There is no turning back. Not even the possibility of a
VOICE gruesome death can deter him.
(303) 7709300 I know that’s what it means to live a faithful life. I know that if we lived in a
FAX perfect world, we would all have that kind of resolve. We would all make the decision to
(303) 770-9301 : ! ) .
involve God in every aspect of our lives, and we would do it. We would all make the
WSY;EC ORG decision to share our faith at every opportunity, and we would do it. We would all make

the decision to spend time in study and prayer each day, and we would do it. We would

I This folk song originated among the Garo Indians, one of the hill tribes in India. The Garo tribe lives in an area that is now the state of Meghalaya, but
was until 1970 the state of Assam. The northern part of Meghalaya borders on the Himalayan Mountain range. The earliest appearance of the hymn in
the United States seems to have been in Choice Light and Life, a 1950 publication of the Free Methodist Church (Winona Lake, Ind.), compiled by LeRoy
M. Lowell. The tune was named ASSAM in Christian Praise (Nashville, 1964), for the province of India where the Garos lived.
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all make the decision to give ten percent of our income to the ministries of this congregation, and we would
do it. If we lived in a perfect world, you and I would all decide to follow Jesus, and we would do it.

We don't live in a perfect world, of course, and that is the problem. Our efforts to be faithful don't even
begin to measure up to what we see in the life of Jesus, because our sinful nature prevents us from giving
ourselves fully to God. And we're not the first. The same thing was true in ancient Israel. If the world was
perfect, the message of the prophets would have been enough to turn believers back to a true faith in God,
and Jesus would never have been necessary. That wasn't the case then, and it isn't the case now. The history
of God'’s people teaches us that when it comes to salvation and our relationship with God — when it comes to
making a decision for our faith — God’s people haven't appeared to be much stronger than those vulnerable
chicks Jesus mentions in today’s Gospel lesson:

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!

How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her

wings, and you were not willing! [St. Luke 13:34]

I've made it clear this week that I don't particularly like this message. I don't like to think of myself as
weak and vulnerable and needing to hide under the wings of the mother hen. It is a lot more gratifying to
think of myself as being in control of my own destiny, and capable of facing anything that comes my way.
That's the way things work in this world, you know. Those who work the hardest — those who truly apply
themselves — those are the ones who are most likely to succeed in our world. We're a lot more influenced by
social Darwinism than we care to admit. That’s the way the world thinks about things.

Unfortunately, that line of thinking is neither consistent with this morning’s text nor with the Christian
message as a whole. The Christian Gospel is this: if our relationship with God or our salvation depends on our
ability to make the right choices, then we don’t have much hope. We're no more capable of saving ourselves
than those little chicks are of fighting off a hungry fox. Our only hope is that Christ will become our salvation.
Our only hope is that the gifts of peace and eternity will be given to us not because of what we've done, but
because of who God is.

In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has done just that. On the cross of Calvary Jesus gave
his life, and set us free from the bondage to sin and death. In the empty tomb, God’s ability to bring new life
out of death is proclaimed. And we are the recipients of that proclamation. Our salvation is not based on our
personal accomplishments, but it is based on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; not on our reliability,
but on God's trustworthiness. That may not be the way the world thinks, but it is the way the Gospel is
proclaimed.

So from that perspective, even though the first stanza of that old hymn is a bit disappointing, by the end
of the song it gets it right. It may start out far too immersed in decision theology, but it ends up making a
strong proclamation of the cross of Jesus Christ. The world may attempt to seduce us into thinking that we
can do it all on our own, but the cross and the empty tomb proclaim that Christ has already done it for us. It
is his death and his resurrection that give us a hope that lasts even beyond this life. And so we sing:

The cross before me, the world behind me.

The cross before me, the world behind me.

The cross before me, the world behind me.
No turning back. No turning back.

The world tells me to be all that I can be; to reach for the gusto; to just do it... but my faith calls me to
look to the cross of Jesus for hope. I still don't like being the helpless chick, huddled under a mother hen’s
wings. But I am thankful that God, who knows me better than I know myself, understands that this is the only
way I can have true hope. And I pray you are thankful too.

Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (March 4, 2007)



The Second Sunday in Lent, Cycle C  (March 7, 2004)

Page - 3 -

English Text:

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants
to kill you.” ** He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. > Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.’ 3* Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! * See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ”. "

Greek Text:

3 Ev xOTA TH Wpa TTIPoaANOxV TIveC PxpLoriol AéyovTeg XOTW) - EEENBe kXL TTOpeUOL
evTedBev, OTL Hpwidng BéNeL o€ &TToKTELVXL. 32 KL ElTTEV x0TOLC - TTOPELBEVTEC ELTTXTE T
GAWTTEKL TXOTH - 100U EKBRAAW dXLMOVIX KXL LROELG XTTOTEAW OTMEPOV KXL XUPLOV KXL TH
Tpltn TeAeloOuaL. 3 TTANV S€l He OAMEPOV KL XUPLOV KXL TR EXOMEVN TTopeleTBxL, OTL 00K

EVOEXETAL TTPOPATNV XTTOAETOXL EEW lepovoaAAu. ** lepovaaAfu Tepouaa\Au, 1
XTTOKTELVOLOX TOUC TTPODATHG KXL ALOOBOAODTX TOUC XTTECTXAMEVOULC TTPOC XUTHY,

TTOORKLG NOEANCXK ETTLOVVREXL TX TEKVX OOU OV TPOTTOV OpVLG THV EXVTAC VOOOLXV UTTO
TG TITEPUYXC, KXL 00K NOEAATKTE. ° 1500 &dleTail LUV 6 0lkoC DMWV. Aéyw [8€] Uiy, o0

MM ONTE HE €W [AEEL OTE] €LTTNTE - €DAOYNUEVOC O EPXOMEVOC EV OVOUXTL KUPLOU.

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (author unknown)
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1.1 have de - cid - ed to fol-low Je - sus; I have de - cid - ed to fol-low Je - sus;
2. Though I may won- der, [ stll will fol -low; Though [ may won-der, [ still will fol - low;
3. The world be - hind me, the cross be - fore me; The world be - hind me, the cross be - fore me;
4, Though none go with me, still I will fol -low; Though none go with me, still [ will fol- low;
5. Will you de -cide now  to fol-low Je - sus? Will  you de -cide now to fol-low Je - sus?
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[ have de - cid - ed to fol-low Je - sus; No turn-ing  back, no turn-ing  back.
Though I may won - der, [ still will  fol - low; No turn-ing  back, no turn-ing  back.
The  world be - hind me, the cross be - fore me; No turn-ing  back, no turn-ing  back.
Though none go  with me, still T will  fol - low; No turn-ing  back, no turn-ing  back.
Will  you de - cide now to fol-low Je - sus? No turn-ing  back, no turn-ing  back.
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‘ Link to: http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/calendar for 2001.html for a listing of Bible lessons for the coming weeks.

i St. Luke 13:31-35 New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in

the United States of America).

it st, Luke 13:31-35, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983,

Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



