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Living in God’s amazing grace

Liturgical Day: The Seventh Sunday in Easter
Date: May 20, 2007
Sermon Title: In God'’s House

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

For those of you who don’t know, these handsomely dressed young people in the
front row have just completed three years of catechetical study. We have studied the
Bible together. We have studied the traditions of our church. We have served in the
community, seeking to be the presence of Christ in this world. We have worshipped and
prayed, we have laughed and played. We have grown in our love for each other. We have
grown in our commitment to Christ and to the church. And now we are here this morning,
ready to affirm before God and in the presence of this community, that the promises of
our baptism are central to our lives, and that we look forward to living and growing in the
presence of Christ for many years

Congratulations, friends. You have worked hard. You have grown tremendously.
And you are now ready to become adult members of this Christian congregation. We love
you. We are proud of you. And we look forward to serving Christ with you for many years
to come.

You know, as I stand here looking at you, and thinking about the others in your
class who will affirm their baptism at the other service, I am aware that you are unique
people — each one of you different, in some special ways, from the rest of the group.

e Some of you are boys; others are girls.

e As your final projects showed, some of you are drawn to the creative arts —
video and music and poetry — others of you prefer to express yourself with
essays.

e Some of you are into books; others are into sports.

e Some of you are life-long Lutherans (a few were even baptized here at Saint
Peter); others of you are new to the Lutheran church.

e Some of you are very serious about your faith and your involvement here at
Saint Peter; others of you are looking forward to being a bit less involved.

e Some of you are very close to your parents; others of you can't wait to leave for
college or a job.

You have, in this group, a lovely diversity. It is part of what makes you such a fun group
to be with. And I've been thankful for that, during these past three years.

You are diverse, but at the same time you have a lot in common. You are all the
same age, of course. And you live in similar neighborhoods, at least compared to how the
rest of the world lives. But there is more. Each of you has heard your name spoken as the
waters of baptism flowed over your heads. On that day, God promised always to love
you; always to be with you; always to forgive you; always to have a place for you when
your journey through this life is complete. Those are incredible promises. Those promises
are the reason the church exists. And they are promises that each of you has received
from God.

There is more that you have in common. You are all sinners. Am I wrong about
that? No: each of you is, like I am, less than a perfect person. There are times when we
give in to our selfish nature. There are times when we act in ways that are harmful to
others. There are times when we take our families or our friends or our environment or
our God for granted. There are times when... well you get the point. We are all sinners.
We time and time again fall short of God’s expectations for us. We come here each
Sunday needing the healing touch of God in our lives.
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And that is another thing you have in common: all of you. You are children of God. Your are loved by
God. You are so precious to God — so precious that God was even willing to die for you. And in the death and
resurrection of Jesus, God promises that there is nothing that God can’t undo; nothing that God can't forgive;
nothing that God can't heal. If you remember anything at all from your time studying with me, I hope you
remember this. God loves you very deeply. God knows your every thought and your every deed, and even
though there are times (most times, actually) when we don't deserve it, God always chooses to forgive us, to
renew us, and to give us a new beginning.

That brings me to the last thing that you have in common: you are all being called by God to live in this
world as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. God has a plan for your life and for this world, and one of your most
important responsibilities is to discover what that plan is, and live into it in a way that honors God and blesses
the world that surrounds you. So you are a baptized child of God; you are a sinful human being; you are loved
by God; you are forgiven by Christ; and you are called to live as a faithful follower of Jesus. You have a lot in
common, don't you?

We don't often talk like this. In this world, we more often speak of our differences — that’s the way the

world works. We focus on our differences in order to better understand who we are. Who are you?

e You are not a jock (not a nerd; not a geek).

e You are not a student who goes to that school.

e You are not a supporter of that political party.

e You are not someone who listens to that music.

¢ You are not someone who wears those kind of clothes.
Do you get what I'm saying? That is the way the world thinks. It can lead to clarity, as we better understand
who we are and who we aren't. But it can also lead to division and suspicion and animosity and an inability to
move forward together.

That is the way the world works. Sadly enough, sometimes the church behaves the same way. What

does it mean to be a faithful Christian?

¢ Do you believe in creation or evolution?
Do you oppose abortion or not?
Are you born again or not?
Do you believe Jesus performed every miracle in the Bible or not?
Do you prefer traditional or contemporary music?
Sometimes we end up defining ourselves or our faith by describing what we are not — or what we refuse to
be. It reminds me of the old joke: maybe you've heard it.

There was a man who was about to jump from a bridge to end his own life. A passerby
stopped to try to prevent it. The passerby tried to start a conversation and told the jumper, "I am
a Baptist". The jumper said, "me too". "Oh really, that's great”, said the passerby, "are you a pre-
millenialist Baptist?" The jumper replied, "yes I am", The passerby said, "great, me too". The
passerby asked, "are you a King James version only Baptist or will you use other versions?” "King
James only" said the jumper. "Me too" said the passerby. "Are you a 5-point Calvinist?", asked the
passerby. "No" replied the jumper. "Me either" said the passerby. "Would you recognize baptism
from a Baptist Church where the pastor did not attend a Baptist seminary?" The jumper replied

"Yes". The passerby then shouts, "Die! Heretic! And pushes the jumper off the bridge.

That's the way people in this world define themselves. But this morning, Jesus commends a different
way of thinking to us. He asks us to focus, not on what divides us, but on what unites us. We may be different
from one another in many ways. Yet what unites is us much greater than our differences. We are created by
God — each of us. We are saved by Jesus Christ — each of us. We are supported by the Holy Spirit — each of
us. And Jesus instructs us to focus on our unity, not on our differences.

And get this: if we realize that, and find ways to appreciate and support one another, life will be so
much better for us. You know what it’s like. Maybe it happened to you; maybe to a friend; maybe you just
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saw it happen. But it happens every day. Someone at school just rips into you. They saw that you were
different from them, or vulnerable for a moment, and they took advantage. It hurts. It hits you deep inside.
You remember that kind of a hit, don’t you? Think about what life would be like if we all focused on what we
have in common. If you saw someone who was hurting, and instead of ripping into them, you sat and listened
to them and cared about them. Unity is a pretty amazing thing. When it happens in a group, the group begins
to become each other’s strength, and life is so much better. I hope that happens for you. I hope that happens
as you gather with kids your age here at church. I hope you can become a group that experiences powerful
Christian unit — because I know it will help you stay faithful and hopeful and strong.

But that is not why Jesus prays for our unity. Listen again to what he says:

... they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me...

Jesus calls us to focus on our unity; to live together in love and acceptance. Why? So other people will
know that God sent Jesus to this world. Our love for each other, our acceptance of each other is a sign to the
world that Jesus is real. Our love for each other, our acceptance of each other might be the only sermon some
other person ever hears.

That’s why I'm so excited that you want to become adult members of this church. I want you to become
one of us. I want you to become one with us. And as we live together; as we love each other; as we work
together, I pray that others might notice. I pray that they will see in our fellowship a sign that God continues
to be alive and well.

Congratulations, friends. I love you. I am proud of you, and happy for you. And I look forward to being
the body of Christ with you. Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (May 20, 2007)



The Seventh Sunday in Easter, Year C (May 20, 2007) Page - 4 -

English Text: '

20T ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their
word, 2! that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. ?* The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that
they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. ** Father, I
desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.

2>“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent
me. *° I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have
loved me may be in them, and I in them.”"

Greek Text:

2000 TTEPL TOOTWV OE EPWTW MOVOV, GAAX KXL TTEPL TWV TTLOTELOVTWY dL&X TOD AOYou XUTWV
€LQ EME, 21IVX TTRVTEG €V WOLV, KXOWG 00, TIRTEP, EV EMOL KXYW €V 001, VX KXL XUTOL €V NV
WOV, VX 0 KOOMOG TILOTEVN OTL OV ME XTTECTEIAXG. 22KXYW TRV dOEXRV NV DEDWKXG MOL DEdWKX
X0TOLG, VX WOV €V KXOWG NUELG €V - 23EYW €V XUTOLE KXL OV €V EMOL, VX WOV TETEAELWMEVOL ELC
€V, VX YLVWOKN 0 KOOMOG OTL 00 ME XTTEOTELAXG KXL NYXTTNOKG XUTOUG KXOWC EME NYXTTNOXKC.
24TTRTEP, O DEBWKXG MOL, DEAW VX OTTOU ELUL EYW KXKELVOL WOLV MET €00, vt BewpwoLy TRV
dOENV TV EMAV, NV OEBWKKC MOL OTL NYXTTNOXKG ME TIPO KXTXPBOAAC KOOMOU. 25TIRTEP SIKXKLE, KXL O
KOOMOC O€ 0UK EYVW, EYW O€ O€ EYVWYV, KXL 00TOL EYVWOXRV OTL OV ME XTTEOTEIAXG - 26KXL
EYVWPLOK XUTOLG TO OVOUX OOU KXL YVWPLoW, v N XYXTIN AV NYRTINOKG ME €V XUTOLG 1) KXYW €V
x0Tolg. "

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html.

St. John 17:20-26, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America).

i St, John 17:20-26, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983,
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



