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Living in God's amazing grace

Liturgical Day: The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Date: June 15, 2008 (Father’s Day)
Sermon Title: I Am Sending You Out

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

This week’s Gospel lesson recalls the time when Jesus sent his twelve apostles out
to spread the word about the kingdom of heaven. Jesus had been teaching and
preaching and healing and casting out demons. His ministry was having a remarkable
affect on those who spent time with him. The Pharisees are already on record as being
opposed to him: they accused him of being in league with Satan. But the people loved
him, and his message, and his healing touch. The problem was, and he speaks about
this specifically in today’s Gospel lesson, there were so many people who needed to be
touched — many more than any one person could reach — even the son of God.

So in an act that provides a hint of what would eventually happen in the early
church, Jesus takes his central twelve followers aside, he gives them the power to
perform the same kinds of wonders that he himself had been performing, and then he
sends them out to spread the good news of the kingdom all over the land. They are not
to pack a bag and bring everything they need with them, but they are to trust that God
will provide for them along the way. In that way, he sends them out.

The apostles receive that call and they follow it. As they go, they find that they are
able to do amazing things. They cure the sick, they raise the dead, they cleanse lepers,
and they cast out demons. And we can only imagine how the people are touched by this
ministry. It is clear by the actions of these Apostles that the kingdom of heaven is
indeed near.

This is a story about being called by God to ministry. It is a story that teaches us a
number of things about what it means to be called by God to ministry. We learn:
1. There is much that God wants to accomplish in this world.
2. God has chosen to do this work through people.
3. What people are called to do can be far beyond what they are capable of
accomplishing on their own.
4. And when the task is something greater than what is humanly possible, it is God
who provides the strength and power to make it happen.

It is interesting that this Gospel lesson comes up this particular Sunday. Many of
you know that I spent the past week at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp. I was there with
more than a hundred Middle School students, and a staff of about 60 High School and
College aged kids. As usual, it was a remarkable week — and I feel very fortunate to be
in the position to do that once each year.

Let me just offer an aside, and say that Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp is a
remarkable ministry, and we are fortunate to have it in our synod. I know their
ministries have touched many young people from this congregation. If you havent
established the custom of sending your sons and daughters to a week at this
camp each summer, you really should. They are transforming lives in a remarkable
way — and we are misguided if we don't take advantage of that opportunity. This
year’s camps are pretty much full. But registration opens again the first of
December, and if you've got young ones in your home, I strongly encourage you
to consider giving them the gift of a week at camp in the summer of 2009. I
guarantee you won't be disappointed!

Anyway, this past week at Rainbow Trail, the Bible study focus was on the call
each of us has received from God. We began the week by remembering our baptism,
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and our belief that in the waters of baptism, God calls each of us to become involved in ministry. The work of
the kingdom — the work that Jesus performed, and the work that he entrusts to his Apostles in today’s Gospel
lesson — the work of the kingdom is not something that is just done by professionals. No, the work of the
kingdom is the responsibility of all the baptized. God’s gifts of forgiveness and renewal are promised to us in
baptism, but in those same waters we also receive a call from God.

As we continued the study last week, we reflected on what that call is all about. It is a call that we must
accept. We are all called by God, but it is up to each of us to discern exactly what that call is for us, and how
we will live into it. Frederich Buechner put it well. He once wrote that our call is where our greatest passion
and the world’s greatest need intersect. That is a helpful place to start, and I encourage each of you to give
that some consideration. How is God calling you? Where do you have specific gifts and interests and passions
that meet the needs of the world? How can you become involved in the work of the kingdom? These are the
kinds of questions that people ask, when seeking to discern exactly what their call is.

We learned, this past week, that God'’s call is one that addresses every moment of every day in our lives.
Our faith is not just active during that hour or two we spend in this building each week, or when we are with
our Christian friends. But we are called by God to be faithful with every moment, with every thought, with
every decision, with every conversation, with every action.

And finally: it is a call that involves us in nothing less than the attempt to change the world. Here our
call is like that of Jesus’ apostles: our calling (like theirs) is a pretty tall order. But we are able to follow that
call because of our belief that any success we might experience does not rise or fall on our own gifts and
abilities. Instead, it depends on God’s faithfulness. If we offer ourselves in response to a call from God, it is
God who will ultimately be the reason for our success.

I had some great conversations this past week with young people who are thinking very seriously about
what God is calling them to do in this world, and I encourage each of you to be thinking in the same way.
What is it that God is calling you to be about? How are your gifts and abilities and passions able to be put into
service of what God seeks to accomplish in this world? Those are the kinds of questions that rise out of this
weekend'’s Gospel lesson, and out of last week’s study at Rainbow Trail.

As we think of being called by God, we can't help but note that today is Father’s Day. Let me say it
again: “Happy Fathers’ Day to all the dads who are here this morning.” Fathers’ Day is a fun day for many of
us. It is a day to help Dad feel good about what he contributes to the family, and so we shower him with
cards and gifts and hugs and kisses — all intended to say “thanks” for the ways in which our Fathers have
been a blessing to us.

Fathers’ Day is also a day for Dad to consider his call to be faithful to God in addressing his
responsibilities as a father. I read an interesting study not too long ago which suggested that fathers have an
incredible influence on whether or not their children will grow up to be people of faith. The study didn't in any
way try to diminish the importance of what mothers provide in terms of faith nurture for their children. But in
a day and time when many fathers are ambivalent about their faith, it made the case that a faithful dad is one
of the strongest predictors of whether or not children will have faith when they become adults.

We don't often think of it this way, but to become a father is to accept a sacred calling. God desires to
work through fathers to provide for their children faith, and honor, and direction, and purpose, and hope. A
Christian father’s job is far more than mowing the lawn and changing the oil in the car. A Christian father is
called to model the faith for his children; to talk about his faith with his children; to study the Bible together
with his children; to lead his family in considering what it means for them to be faithful to the God who has
blessed us in so many ways.

On Fathers’ Day we thank our dads for the blessings they have been to us. I is also a day to consider
what it means that God has called us to be fathers — and how it is we can follow that call, and be a source of
strength and encouragement for our families, and for the faith of our family members.

God calls each of us. Whether you are a father or a mother or a son or a daughter; whether you are a
banker or a sales clerk or an engineer or a counselor; whether you are young or old, male or female: God calls
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each of us. This morning’s Gospel lesson reminds us of that. This summer’s Bible study at Rainbow Trail
focuses on that. And Fathers’ Day is a day when we have a concrete opportunity to explore what it means to
be called by God. In each of our callings, may God bless us for the work that has been appointed to us. And
through our efforts, may the Kingdom of God reach out to claim the hearts and lives of our family members,
and others who surround us in this world.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (June 15, 2008)

Hymn of the Day
First Service We All Are One in Mission 23
Second Service What Is Our Service to Be 26

English Text: '

933 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. *® When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. ¥ Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; ® therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

101 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; * Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

> These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans, ° but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. ’ As you
go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ ® Cure the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

[° "Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, '° no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or
sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. ' Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in
it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. '* As you enter the house, greet it. > If the house is worthy,
let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. **If anyone will not
welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.
> Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment
than for that town.

16%See, T am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves. ’ Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; ®and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to
them and the Gentiles. ' When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what
you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 2 for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 2! Brother will betray brother to death, and a father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; ** and you will be hated by
all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 2> When they persecute you
in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son of Man comes.”] "

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church year/lectionary.html.
St. Matthew 9:35-10:23, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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Greek Text:

935Kxi TTEPLAYEV 0 TNOO0C TG TTOAELC TIROKG KX TAG KWHMXG dLOXOKWY &V TKLG TUVXYWYXLG
XUTWV KXL KNPOTOTWY TO EVXYYEALOV TNC BXONELXC KOl BEpXTTELWYV TTIROKV VOTOV KXiI TTROXV
MOAXKLXV. 361DV 8¢ TOUG OXAOUG €OTIAXYXVIOON TTEPL XVTWV, GTL NOXKV ETKUAMEVOL KXL €PPLUMMEVOL
WOEL TIPOPATH 1| EXOVTX TTOLUEVX. 37TOTE AEYEL TOLG HXONTKLG XxUTOD - O eV BEPLOMOG TTOAUG, Ol
O¢ €PYXTXL OALYOL- 380€nOnTE oLV TOO kupLov TOO BePLOUOD STTWC EKBXAT EPYRTXG ELG TOV
BepLouov xvTo0.

10.1 KxXi TTIPOOKXAETKMEVOC TOUG DWOEKX MXONTAC XUTOD €DWKEV XUTOLG £E0LTLXV TIVEVUXTWYV
AKXOXPTWY (OOTE EKPRANELY XUTX KXi BEPXTTEVELY TTRO KV VOOOV KXi TTROXV MOXAXKLIXV. 2TWV d¢
OWOEKNX ATTOOTOAWYV Tt OVOUXTX 0TV TXOTX - TTPWTOC ZIMWV O AEYOMEVOC TTETPOC KX AVOPENC O
adeADOC xvTO0, Kaxi TokkwPog 0 ToO ZeBedxiov kKxi TwAVVNG 6 AOEAPOC xUTOD, 3DIALTITIOC KX
BxpBoAouoniog, Owuac ki MxB6aiog 6 TEAWVNG, TxkwPocg 6 ToD AAPaiov kol Oxddaiog, 4Zipwv
0 Kavarvolog kot Tovdog 6 ToKapLWTNG O KX TIXPXOOUC XVUTOV.

5TO0OTOUG TOUG DUWDEKK ATTECTELAEV O TNOOOC TTXPAXYYEIAKRG XVUTOLG AEYWV - EIG OOV €BVWIV uny
ATTEABNTE KL €1C TTOALV ZXUKPLTWV M1 €EL0EABNTE - 6TTOPEVETDE D¢ HAANOV TTPOG T TIPOPARTX T
ATTOAWAOTX 0iKOL TOPKNAA. 7TTOPEVOUEVOL ¢ KNPUOTETE AEYOVTEG OTL NYYLKEV 1) BROLAELX TWV
oVPXVWV. 8&0BeEVODVTXC BDEPXTTEVETE, VEKPOUG YELPETE, AETTPOUC KXOXPLTETE, DXLUOVLX
EKPBXANETE - dwpeav EAXPETE, dwpeav dOTE. [9Mn KTHONGOE XpPLOOV UNdE APYLPOV HNOE XXAKOV E€LG
Tag TWVAG LMWV, 10ur) TINPARV E€LG OOV HNdE BUO XLTWVAKG HNdE DTTOBNMATX MNde O&PdOV - &ELOG
Yap 6 €épyXTNG TAG TPOPAS xVTOD. 1TEIG TV O’ &V TTOALV 1) KWHUNV ELCENONTE, ¢EETRONRTE TIG €V XUTH)
AELOC €0TLV - KXKEL HELVXTE €WG v ¢EEANBNTE. 12€10€pXOMEVOL d¢ ELG TNV OIKLXV AOTTROXOOE
XUTAV - 13KXL €V MV 1) 1) OIKLX a&ie, EAB&TW 1) €iprVN UMWV ETT XUTRYV, €éav 8¢ MN 1) ASLx, 1] €pRVN
UMWV TTPOG VURG ETTLOTPRPNATW. T4KXL OC &V M1 DEENTXL DVHRG UNdE akoLOT) TOUG AOYOUG LHWV,
ECEPXOMEVOL EEW TNG OIKLXG 1) TAG TTOAEWG EKELVNG EKTIVREXTE TOV KOVIOPTOV TWV TTODWV UHWV.
15GuNV AEYW VMLV, AVEKTOTEPOV E0TXKL Y1) Z0OOMWYV KXL FOHOPPWV €V 1JHEPQR KPLOEWG 1) T TTOAEL
¢KELv).

1690V €Y@ ATTOOTEAAW VMARG G TIPOPXTX ¢V METW AUKWV - YiveoBe oV ¢ppoOvLIUOL wg ol OdELg
KoL AKEPXLOL (G Xi TTEPLOTEPXL. 7TTPOTEXETE O& ATTO TWV AVOPWTIWY - TTXPXOUWTOVTLY Yxp VMAC
€IG OLVEDPLX KK €V THLG TUVRYWYKLG XUTWV MXOTLYWOOULOLV VMRS - 18KXL ETTL 1)YEMOVXG d¢ KXL
Bxo\€lg axbBnoeabe évekev ¢uo0 €I MXPTUPLOV XUTOLG KXL TOLG £€BVEDTLY. 196TRV d¢ TTRPXOWTLY
UMRG, MT) MEPLUVIONTE TTWG 1 TL AXANONTE - dOONOETARL Yap VMLV &V EKELVT) TN Opa TL AGANONTE -
2000 Yap UMELG €0TE 0L AXAOOVTEC AN TO TIVEOUX TOO TTXTPOC UMWV TO AXAODV £V LMLV.
2T pxdWaeL d¢ adEADOG AdEAPOV €iG BAVATOV KXL TIXTI)P TEKVOV, KXL ETTRVXOTANOOVTXL TEKVX ETTL
YOVELC KXi BXVXTWOOLOLV XUTOUC. 22KXiL ¢0€ETOE MLOOVMEVOL UTTO TIXVTWY Ol TO GVOMX MOUL - O d¢
UTTOUELVXG €iG TENOG 0UTOG OWONTETAL. 230TRV 8¢ dLWKWOLY VURGS &V T) TIONEL TXUTT), PEVYETE Eig
TNV ETEPRV - AMNV YAP AEYW UHLY, OV Y1) TEAEONTE TG TTOAELG TOO TopanA éwg av éABr) 6 viog ToD
avOpwtrov.] "

i St. Matthew 9:35-10:23, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and
Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



