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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Sing this with me, if you will:
May the peace of the Lord be with you,; with your friends and your family too.
Let it be, let it grow, and everywhere you go, may the peace of the Lord be with you.

Peace now I give you. It's my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives, do I give to you.

May the peace of the Lord be with you,; with your friends and your family too.
Let it be, let it grow, and everywhere you go, may the peace of the Lord be with you.

We sing this song at the conclusion of every Catechism gathering at Saint Peter. This
is a ministry we offer to Middle School students in our congregation — and their
friends are welcome as well. Middle School is a tough time of life. They are going
through so many changes and challenges — and many of them find themselves beaten
down all week long: at school, in the neighborhood, sometimes even in the home.

Our hope is that if this is true for any of our young people, then at least they
can come to this place and be blessed. They can come here, and be at peace; at
peace because they don't have to worry about what everybody else is thinking or
doing. They can come here and just be themselves. And so at the end of every
gathering, we sing these words of Jesus form the fourteenth chapter of John, and we
wish for the peace of God that passes all understanding to enter in their hearts and
minds, and allow them to be at peace with God, at peace with themselves, and at
peace with one another.

We wish that for each of you as well. We wish for you to be at peace with God,
at peace with yourselves, and at peace with each other. As I think about that wish
this morning, I want to address it from two distinct perspectives.

Peace and Economic & Political Realities

First of all, it is important to acknowledge that we are living in anxious times;
times when it is hard to be at peace. We talked about that two weeks ago. National
political power is up for grabs this year, and those of us who follow those matters
closely can become anxious, as we contemplate the difference between our candidate
winning and the other candidate winning. That is an issue every four years, no matter
what the circumstances, but this year the financial crisis our country is facing, and the
war in Iraq, make these concerns even more significant; even more troubling. I am
aware of a great many people who are anxious this year about who will be our next
president, or which party will exercise control over the national and state legislatures.

These are important matters. And those of you who know me, know that I have
some strong opinions about what would be best for our country. I'm very concerned
about how this Fall’s elections turn out. So I've been listening to the radio, and
reading the newspaper, and tuning in to the evening news much more regularly that I
usually do; trying to understand the issues as well as I can, and watching closely to
see how my candidates are doing in the polls.

The interesting thing is this: the more I think about these things, the more I
become concerned about how things will turn out —
and the more I sense my anxiety rising. So the last
couple of weeks, I've been trying to spend more
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time in prayer and Bible study — trusting that God will help me to keep this all in perspective. And it has been
helping. It has been reminding me that my ultimate well-being isn't dependant on whether Democrats or
Republicans are in charge of our legislative processes. My ultimate well-being is dependant on God’s good
grace. What I'm finding is that on the days when I spend more time in devotion than reading political news, I
have a stronger sense of peace about my own future.

I want to encourage you to do the same. Do you want to have a sense of peace about our country’s
future? About your own future? Then spend more time with God’s word than you do with the morning
newspaper. And even as you take the issues of the day seriously, entrust them to God, and I guarantee you
will live with a deeper sense of peace about our world and about our nation. That's the first perspective I want
to consider, as I think about the gift of peace that God gives us today.

Peace and Financial Generosity

The second perspective has not to do with our country, but with our own congregation. In the midst of
all this uncertainty and anxiety, last week we lifted up for you the call to sacrificial giving; the call to give so
much to ministry, that it makes you unable to do other things you might have done instead — other things that
people in your own income bracket are able to do. On November 9", we will all make our personal
commitments to support ministry here at Saint Peter in 2009. And we are asking you to be generous this year.
We are asking you to increase your support of Saint Peter. We are asking you to provide this congregation
with the resources it needs to do excellent ministry.

Now I am entirely aware that some of us will become anxious about that. Some of us have taken some
pretty big hits in the market downturn. Some of us may be holding jobs that aren’t as secure as we may have
once thought they were. Some of us may be looking at the rising costs of fuel and food and wondering how
we are going to make ends meet. And certainly one easy way to balance the budget is to cut back the amount
of money we invest in Christian ministry.

Despite all of this, I want to invite you to consider increasing your generosity. I do so, not to make you
more anxious, but to help relieve your anxiety. That's the way Christian generosity works. I know a lot of
people who are stingy givers, and I know a lot of people who are generous givers. And guess what? The
generous givers have a much deeper sense of peace about their financial well-being. They don't give more
because they are at peace with their finances — they are at peace with their finances, because they give more.
They have discovered that putting God at the center of that part of their lives changes everything. As we learn
to give more to God, we find that we are less worried about other financial issues. As we learn to trust God
more than we trust ourselves, we find that we are trusting in something far more powerful and far more
reliable.

It is interesting, isn't it? In the first perspective, the more we think about political and economic realities,
the more anxious we become. In the second perspective, the more we think about financial generosity, and
the more we become committed to giving sacrificially, the more peaceful we become. Do you want to be at
ease, as our world teeters through whatever is coming next? It won't come from a bigger stock portfolio, or a
larger checkbook balance. But it will come from a deeper trust in God, and a stronger commitment to being
generous with what God has given you.

Peace as Gift from God

So this morning, I am asking you to be especially generous, as you consider the support you will give to
Saint Peter and its ministries in 2010. I am asking you to base your giving, not on your estimates of how the
economy will go for our country in the next twelve months. Base your giving, instead, on the grace of God
that has touched our hearts and filled our lives. Let your giving to Saint Peter become a fitting response to
how grateful you are to have Christ as your Savior. And let your giving become a discipleship habit that helps
you to trust yourself less... and to trust God more. I won't promise you that you'll have more money, or that
something supernatural will make everything easier for you. But I will promise you that as you grow in this
spiritual discipline, you will experience a deeper sense of peace. That's the gift God gives to us, as we grow in
financial generosity.
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Some people say that as we grow in faith, and gradually turn our lives over to God, the last area of our

lives that God usually gets is our financial life. I agree with them, and have found that to be true in my life as
well. It isn't easy for any of us. But it is important for all of us. And we learn that as we are faithful with our
finances, we will find the capacity to live at peace with God, with ourselves, and with one another. Today, that
is my deepest wish for you.

Now let’s sing that song one more time — this time as a blessing to one another, praying that the peace

of God may empower our generosity, and calm us in these anxious times.

May the peace of the Lord be with you, with your friends and your family too.
Let it be, let it grow, and everywhere you go, may the peace of the Lord be with you.

Peace now I give you. It's my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives, do I give to you.

May the peace of the Lord be with you, with your friends and your family too.
Let it be, let it grow, and everywhere you go, may the peace of the Lord be with you.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (October 19, 2008)

This Sunday at Saint Peter, we continue our Fall Stewardshijp Campaign. The theme
is ASPEN, and the focus for this five-week emphasis will be:

Anxiety 10/5 St. Matthew 6:25-34

Sacrifice 10/12 St. Mark 12:41-44

Peace 10/19 St. John 14:25-27

Enthusiasm 10/26 St. Matthew 13:44-50 (Reformation Sunday)
Now 11/2 2nd Corinthians 8:1-16 (All Saints Sunday)

English Text:

142571 have said these things to you while I am still with you. ?® But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to
you. ¥ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. % You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and
I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than I. *° And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe. ** I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over
me; 3 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise,
let us be on our way. *

Greek Text:
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adinpt vy, elpvny T epn SidwpL VUTY: 0V Kabws 0 KOTPOS SBwoLY €yw SLdWL VPV, U1 Tapacoeohw
POV 1) kapdia unde dethtdtw. **frotoaTe 8Tt €y elmov Uuiv- Imdyw kal Epxopal Tpods Upds. €l NyamdTe pe
ExdpnTe av 6TL Topevopat Tpos TOV maTépa, 6TL O maTHp pellwy pot éoTwv. Pkal viv elpnka vutv mpiv
yevéabat, (va dTav yévmTtat moTebonTe. *ovKkéTL TOMA AaAow ped’ Dpudv, EpxeTat yip 6 Tod kKdapov dpxw-
Kal € €pol ovk €xet 00déY, *'dAN’ (va yrd 6 koo pos BTL dyamd Tov TaTépa, kal kabhs éveTelaTo pot O
TATAP, OUTWS TOLA. €yeipeabde, dywuer évTedbev. i

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html.

St. John 14:25-31, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America).

St. John 14:25-31, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983,
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).
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