PETER

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

FIRST LESSON
JOEL 2:1-2, 12-17
OoR
ISAIAH 58:1-12

PSALM
PSALM 51:1-17

SECOND LESSON
9" CORINTHIANS
5:90B-6:10
GOSPEL LESSON
ST. MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21

PRAYER OF THE DAY
ALMIGHTY AND EVER-LIVING
GOD, YOU HATE NOTHING YOU
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THROUGH YOUR SON, JESUS
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HoLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, NOW
AND FOREVER. AMEN.
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Liturgical Day: Ash Wednesday
Date: February 25, 2009

Sermon Title: Where Your Treasure Is
public piety

brings public recognition
better to seek God

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

We are gathered here, around the cross of Jesus Christ, to begin a journey.
It is a forty day journey. It is reminiscent of other journeys measured by forty:

¢ Noah rode out the storm in the ark for forty days and forty nights
before the rains subsided.

e Israel wandered in the desert for forty years before entering into the
promised land.

e Moses spent forty days on Mount Sinai before bringing the ten
commandments down to God'’s people.

e Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, being tempted by the devil,
before beginning his public ministry.
Each of these journeys measured by forty was a purposeful time. As we think
about what took place on these journeys, we are aware that:
e They were times of preparation.
e They were times of learning about God'’s will.
e They were times of new beginnings.

e They were times of transition between what was and what will come
to be.

Our forty day journey called Lent is modeled after these. others

e Lentis a time when we prepare for the coming of Easter, and the
celebration of the resurrection.

e Lentis a time when we turn our attention to the scriptures, and more
intently seek God'’s will for our lives.

e Lentis a time when we experience new beginnings, as we welcome
new faith patterns and new spiritual disciplines into the rhythm of our
lives.

e Letis a time when we repent. Repent is a Greek word that means to
have a complete transformation in our minds, and to begin moving in
a new direction. During this season we ask God to help us turn from
our sin, and seek the life that God wants for us.

Did you hear what those sentences have in common? They all are active
sentences. They all describe what you and I are called to do during these forty
days. They are a prescription for us: one that the church issues each year. And so
during these weeks we turn our attention towards the classic disciplines of our

faith: repentance, fasting, prayer and works of love.

But the question at hand as we begin is this:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America why do we do this? Why, each year, do we make
God's work. Our hands.
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time in our lives and make room in our homes for these practices that are less a part of who we are during the
other forty six years of the year? The answer to that question is the main point of the Gospel reading that we
will hear in just a couple of minutes.

Matthew 6 is the middle chapter in the three chapter long Sermon on the Mount. In this sermon, Jesus
deals with what it means to be a person of faith. Specifically, he takes a look at religious behavior. He notes
that there are many religious people in his day, but that some of them are acting in ways that are hypocritical.
At the heart of Ancient Israel’s religious life were three disciplines: charitable giving, prayer and fasting.
Involvement in these kinds of activities was essential for anyone who wanted to be growing in faith.

But being involved in them didn't necessarily mean that a person would grow in faith, because people
took up the tasks of charitable giving and prayer and fasting for a variety of reasons. Some of them did so to
call attention to themselves, so that other people would take notice of them. Others did so because they were
committed to whatever took place in the Synagogue or the Temple, and they wanted to fit in. Others did so
because they felt obligated to do these things. In each of these cases, the motivation was selfish. Jesus called
them hypocrites because they claimed they were seeking to glorify God — some even believed that they were
glorifying God — but the truth is they really wanted to glorify themselves. They wanted others to notice their
religiosity, or they wanted to be impressed with their own level of faithfulness, and their disciplined giving and
praying and fasting became self-serving. They were doing it for what they could get out of it. They were doing
it for what effect it could have on their lives and their reputations and their fortunes.

Jesus’ response to them is instructive. He doesn't try to convince them that they are wrong. He doesn’t
even try to change them. He simply says, “If you set your sights that low, then that’s all you'll experience.”
Those who use the disciplines of our faith to elevate themselves in comparison with others, have already
received all the benefit there is to receive from that kind of behavior. But, Jesus teaches, those who use the
disciplines of faith to deepen their relationship with God, and to strengthen their trust in God’s promises, will
benefit in ways that last into eternity. They may not receive any benefit or reward in this life, but they will
grow into a relationship with God which can survive even the finality of death itself.

I want to invite you to join us during this season of Lent, as we try to enter into the disciplines of our
faith from that perspective. That is one of the reasons we re-arranged this space for the season. For the next
five weeks, we plan to gather together around the foot of the cross and remind ourselves that that we are a
cross-centered and Christ-centered community of faith. As I said in my mid-week devotional message
yesterday evening, when we come here, we come to kneel together at the foot of the cross.

e We come with gratitude, awed at our Savior’s willingness to give his life for us.

e We come with grief, kneeling at the foot of the cross and acknowledging our deep need for
forgiveness and new life.

e We come with humility, remember that in the eyes of God we are all equally sinful - all equally in
need of grace.

¢ We come with hunger, gathering around the table to be fed with the real presence of Christ.

e We come with peace, knowing that God welcomes us just as we are, forgives us and renews us
despite our unworthiness, and strengthens us to be sent into the world as a reflection of Christ’s
love.

Join us for Lent this year at Saint Peter where you can gather in gratitude, grief, humility, hunger and
peace. And know that the God who meets us at the beginning of this Lenten journey with those ancient and
haunting words, “remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return” is also the God who commands us
to speak to one another, at the conclusion of this journey, with those grace-filled and freeing words, “in
obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.”

Brothers and Sisters: God created us to experience the joy of faith, to love all humanity, and to live in
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harmony with all of creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not
enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our God, who does not desire us to come
under judgment, but to live.

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from the
love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love - the disciplines of Lent - help us to
wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins,
asking God for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. '

David J. Risendal, Pastor (February 25, 2009)
Gospel Lesson; English Text: "

[Jesus said,] ! “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. > So whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. > But when you give alms, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, * so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. > And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. ® But whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.

16 “"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. !’ But when you
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '® so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. ** Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; *°
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. ' For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” ™

Greek Text:

1 MpooéxeTe [8€] THV SLKXLOGVVNV VMWV W] TIOLELV UTTPOCTOEV TWV GvOpWTTWY TTPOC TO BexBAVAL
®UTOLC €L O UN Y€, MLOOOV OVK XETE TTXPX TW TTXTPL DUWV TW €V Tolg oVpavolc. 2 OTav odv TToLAC
ENENUOOLVNV, Uf OXATTILONC UTTPOOBEV OV, WOTTEP OL DTTOKPLTXL TTOLODOLY €V TXIC TLUVARYWYXLC KXL EV
TOLG POMAKLG, OTTWC BOEXTOWOLY UTTO TWV XVOPWTTWV KUAV AEYW VULV, KTTEXOLOLYV TOV HLOOOV KXOTWV.
% 500 8¢ TTOLOOVTOC EAENUOTUVNV M YVWTW 1} XPLOTEPX TOU TL TTOLEL 1} SEELX Tov, * OTTWC ) ToL N
ENENMOTUVN €V TW KPUTTTW KXL O TTRTAP OOL O PAETTWV €V TU) KPUTITW XTTOSWOEL TOL. ° KXl TavV
TIpooeLXNOBE, 0Ok O0eTBE WC Ol LTTOKPLTAL, OTL GIAODOLY €V TKIG TUVXYWYKIG KXL €V TG YWVIXLE
TWV TTAXTELWV €EOTWTECG TTPOTELXECOXL, OTTWC GRVWOLY TOLE XVOPWTTOLE KUAV AEYW LULY, KTTEXOLOLV
TOV MLOBOV aOTWV. ° o0 §€ TV TTpoTelXn, eETENBE €LC TO TXMELOV TOL KXL KAELTXC TAV BUpKV Tou
TIPOCEVEXL TW TTXTPL OV TW €V TW KPULTITW KXL O TTXTAP GOL O BAETTWYV €V TUW) KPUTITW) XTTODWOEL OOL.

'® Otatv &€ vNoTEUNTE, UR YiveoBe wic ot UTTOKPLTKL TKLOPWTTOL, APAVITOLTLY YXP TX TTPOTWTTK
GOTWV TIWC PRVWTLY TOLC AVOPWITTOLC VNOTEVOVTEC UMV AEYW LMLV, KTTEXOLTLY TOV MLTOOV xOTWV. 7
o0 &€ VNOTEVWY AEWPXL TOU THV KEGKANV KXL TO TTPOTWITTOV 00U VIPXL, '° OTTWE Ui daviC Tolg
XVOPWTTOLE VNOTELWY BAAX TW TTXTPL OOL TW €V TW KPLPXLW KXL O TIXTAP TOUL O PAETTWV EV TW

' From the Ash Wednesday Liturgy, Lutheran Book of Worship; Minister’s Desk Edition (©1979, Augsburg Publishing House,
Minneapolis, Minnesota), page 129.

i A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html.

i St, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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kpubaiw &TTodWaeL oot. ' M) BnoxupifeTe LMLV BNOKUPOVC ETTL TAC YAC, OTTOL ONC KKL BpWaLC
&PaVITEL KXL TTOUL KAETITKL SLOPLTTOVTLY KKL KAETITOUOLY 2° OnoxupiCeTe &€ LUV ONoKLPOLC EV
oVPAVU), OTTOU 00TE OT|C 00TE BPWOLC KPAVITEL KXL TIOL KAETITKL OV SLopUTTOLTLY 00SE KAETITOLTLY '
OTTOU Y&p E€OTLV O ONOXKLPOG OOV, EKEL OTAKL KXL 1 kxpdik oov.

v St. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and
Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart). To display the Greek text correctly, choose Palatino Linotype font.



