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Liturgical Day: The Day of Pentecost
Date: May 31, 2009
Title: When the Holy Spirit Moves

The Spirit of God;
Violent wind — tongues of fire;
Empowering faith.

There is a story that I enjoy about a couple that finds the time is upon them to go
to the hospital for their first child. She says to him, “Honey, I think it's time. Will you call
the hospital and let them know that we're on our way?” The husband, nervous as can be,
calls the hospital, “Hello, my wife is pregnant and we are on our way. We'll be there
within a few minutes,” he says. The nurse on the other end of the phone says, “Is this
her first child?” “No it isn't,” he replies, “this is her husband.” Obviously, the nurse and
the father are having a problem with communication. She asks him one thing, and he
hears something entirely different. It's a story that sounds ridiculous to us, but one that

points out how difficult communication can be in certain circumstances.

The story of Pentecost is a story about communication, and it is one of the more
exciting stories in the Bible! We can hardly imagine what a day Pentecost must have been
for those first Christians. It takes place not long after Jesus speaks his last words to the
disciples as he departs into heaven: “And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon
you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high... Before many
days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” And so the disciples do just that: they
return to Jerusalem with great joy. They continue to carry out the necessary business.
They stay together, no doubt remembering the many experiences they had with Jesus.
And they wait for the fulfillment of what Jesus has promised them. As this morning’s first
lesson teaches us, when the Day of Pentecost comes, the believers are gathered together
in the city, still waiting. All of a sudden the incredible begins to happen: they hear a noise
that sounds like the rush of a mighty wind. Something that looks like tongues of fire
appears - and spreads out to touch each person there. They are filled with the Holy Spirit,
and begin to speak in other languages: languages that they have never known. What a

day that must have been, and what a time to be a follower of Jesus.

But there is a temptation on Pentecost Day. There is a temptation to focus on what
happened to those disciples. There is a tendency to imagine what it must have been like
to be there. After all, it was a tremendous experience for them. It must have shaken
them to the very core, to have such incredible things happening to them. It must have

been an experience that left them changed forever.
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We can only speculate as to how much Pentecost changed the lives of those first believers - and how
differently others perceived them after that experience. But the truth is, to do such speculating is to miss the
whole point of Pentecost. Because it's not the change in those believers that stands at the center of our story
today. If this story were simply about what happened to those people, it would be no more significant than all
the other stories about them — certainly not a story that is worthy of its own festival in the church year. The
central meaning of the Day of Pentecost is not that the followers of Jesus had an ecstatic experience of the
Holy Spirit. The story of Pentecost is a story about communication. It is a story about communicating the
Gospel in a way that some three thousand souls were added to the number of the faithful that day. Itis a
story about communicating the Gospel in a way that spread belief in the Christ to people of every nation and
every language. Significant changes no doubt took place in the lives of those who experienced the moving of
the Holy Spirit within them on that first Day of Pentecost. But to concentrate too much on those changes is to
miss the point. The Holy Spirit moved among them in a powerful way that day so that others might come to
understand and believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Saint Peter himself draws our attention in that direction
in the sermon he preaches on Pentecost Day — words of which end our first lesson this morning. Peter quotes
the prophet Joel, closing with these words: “...whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.” As Joel
prophesied many years earlier, these events took place so that many might hear of God’s plan for them, and

become believers in the Messiah, who came to save them.

There is an inherent danger in these kinds of miraculous stories. Stories like the Day of Pentecost.
Stories like the Ascension or the Transfiguration of our Lord. Stories like the conversion of St. Paul. Even
stories like the Exodus, the Flood, and Creation The danger is that we might begin to appreciate them only for
the manner in which they affect the main characters. We are tempted to look at Peter, or Paul, or Moses, and
think, "My what a fortunate experience. If only God would move me like that one day.” Or even more so: we
are tempted to conclude that those who have such experiences are the real Christians — the more faithful
Christians — the more spiritual Christians. That'’s the way it was when I grew up. Those who were more
articulate about describing their experiences with the Holy Spirit were assumed to be more advanced in their
Christian faith, and in their relationship with God. And those of us who couldn't tell stories about how the

Spirit moved us with the same confidence and clarity were assumed to be lesser Christians.

But the truth is: when the Spirit moves, it does not create faith experiences for the sake of faith
experiences. Instead, the Spirit moves in order to further God’s kingdom. The Spirit moves in ways that help
to spread the word. The Spirit moves, and strengthens believers for work of sharing their faith with others.
The Spirit moves, and God uses it to empower the faithful to be better witnesses to the faith they had been

given.

We might consider this mornings’ worship service in the very same manner. What will come of all this

activity? What will come from the message I had for the children today? What will come from having the
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decorations, the enthusiasm, and the words that we share this morning? What will come from the music that
is offered to us here? What will come from the words of this sermon? If it will only please us, and make this
time of worship more entertaining, then we've missed the mark. If it will only treat us to one last bang before
the summer comes, then we've missed the mark. If it will only prove that we've got class, and really know
how to make worship special, then we've missed the mark. But if it will enthuse us to do the same work that
those disciples did in Jerusalem, then it will have been worth it. If it will excite five people here this morning to
share their faith with a friend, it will have been worth it. If it will encourage us to allow the Holy Spirit to speak
through us as well - in situations where we may feel unqualified or unprepared - then it will have been worth
it. The Day of Pentecost, the kind of experience that we have this morning; these kinds of events are
opportunities for the Spirit to move us to act in concrete ways that further the work of God’s Kingdom. And
our remembering of the Day of Pentecost helps to remind us of the power and importance in continuing to let

God’s Spirit move through us in just such a way.

So let’s get on with our remembering. And let’s get on with our celebrating. But let’s not forget why the
Spirit moved so mightily on that first Christian Pentecost Day. Let’s not forget that at the center of the story
was communication. At the center of the story was the fact that some 3,000 souls were added to the
fellowship on that day. At the center of the story was the Holy Spirit moving through the lives of those
believers - not in order to give them some sort of a spiritual thrill, but in order that more and more might
come to believe in Christ. May that be the same for our time of worship this morning. May the music, and the
decorations, and the bread and the wine, and the words we share this morning move us as well. And may we
leave this place, excited to become vehicles of God’s Holy Spirit; looking for chances to spread the good news

that we've heard.

The Holy Spirit moved powerfully on that Day of Pentecost. May that be true in our day as well. Amen.

Let's spread the news.
Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (May 31, 2009)

Gospel Lesson: English Text '

1526"\When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. > You also are to testify because you have been
with me from the beginning.

164b ] did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. ° But now I am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ ® But because I have said
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. ” Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and

' Alist of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx.
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judgment: ° about sin, because they do not believe in me; ° about righteousness, because I am going to
the Father and you will see me no longer; ! about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.

127 still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. ** When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. **He will glorify me, because he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. ' All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.” "

Gospel Lesson: Greek Text
15:26,, o 3 / o 9 N\ ’ ¢ A \ A 7 \ A A ’ ’ o \
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First Lesson: English Text

21 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. > Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. * All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.

> Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ® And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each. ’ Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, *° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ! Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” ** All were amazed
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” ** But others sneered and said, “They are
filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. ** Indeed, these are not drunk,
as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. ** No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel: 7 *In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men

i John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the

United States of America).

it John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (©
1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).
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shall dream dreams. ' Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. ** And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. %° The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 2! Then everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” ”

First Lesson: Greek Text

1 KXl €V TW CUMTIANPOOCOXL THV NUEPXV TAC TTEVTNKOOTAC ROXV TIRVTEC OMOD ETTL TO
XOTO. 2 KXL EYEVETO dvw €k ToD oVpxvoD AXOC OTTEP PEPOUEVNS TIVONG PLLXG KXL
ETTANPWOEV A0V TOV OlKOV 00 Noav KxBnuevol 3 kxt $Onoav xOTOLC dLxpePLTOMEVXL
YAWOOTKL WOEL TTUPOG KXL EKXOLOEV €’ EVX KXOTOV XUTWYV, 4 KXL ETTAROONCTHV TTRVTEC
TIVEOMXTOC XYLOU KXL PEXVTO AXAELV ETEPKLG YAWOOTKLE KXOWC TO TIVEDUX €DLdOL
xTrodpOeYyyeobxL xOTOLG.

5 Hoov € €l lepouoXANM KXTOLKOOVTEC Toudaiol, avdpeg eDAXBELG XTTO TTRVTOC Ovoug
TWV OTTO TOV 0VPXVOV. 6 YEVOMEVNC O€ TAC dWVAC TRUTNG TLUVAABEV TO TTARBOC KX
oUVEXLON, OTL KOUOV €L KXOTOG TH LOLX SLXAEKTW AXAOUVTWY XUTWV. 7 EELOTHVTO OE KL
€0OUXTOV NEYOVTEG - OUX LdOL TraxvTeC 00TOL ELOLV 0L AGAODOVTEG MXALAXLOL; 8 KXL TTWOG
NUELG XKOVOMEV KXOTOC TH LOLX DLXAEKTW NUWV €V ] EyevvnOnuev; o TTkpOot kat MAdotL Kxl
EAcUiTOL KX Ol KXTOLKOOVTEC TRV MeooTroTapiay, Toudxiav Te kXt Kxtrrroxdokixv, TTovTov
kxt TAV Aalav, 10 dpuyiov Te kol TTxpdpuALlay, AAYLTITOV KXL T MEPN TAG ALBONG TAC KXTX
Kuprivnv, kot ot €emdnuoivteg Pwuaiot, 11 Toudaiol Te kxt TrpoonAuTtol, KpfiTeg kot ApaxBec,
XKOUOMEV AXAOUVTWY XUTWV TKIG NUETEPKLE YAWOOXKLS TX MEYXAELX TOD B€00. 12 €EloTRVTO
O€ TTRVTEG KXL dLNTTOPOLY, XKANOC TTPOC ANOV AEYOVTEG - Ti OéNeL TOOTO E€lvxe; 13 €ETEpOL O€
SLXXAELXTOVTEC AEYOV TL YAEUKOUC MEMECTWHEVOL ELTLV.

14 STxO€lg d€ O TTETPOg OV TOLG VOEKX ETTAPEV THV PwVhV XVUTOD KL XTTEDOEYEXTO
x0TOLG, &vOpeg Toudxiol KXl Ol KXTOLKOOVTEC TEPOLOANM TIRVTEC, TOOTO LUV YVWOTOV OTW
KXL EVWTIOXOOE TX PAMXTX MOU. 15 00 YXP WC VUELG OTTOAXMPB&VETE 00TOL MEBVOLOLY, ETTLY
YXp px TpLlTn TAC NUEPXKC, 16 XKAAX TOOTO €EOTLV TO €LpNMEVOV dLX TOO TTpodnTOoL TWAA 17 KX
EOTHL €V TKLG EOXKTALG NUEPXKLS, AEYEL O BEOG, EKXEW KTTO TOD TIVEDMKTOG MOU ETTL TTROXV
OXPKXK, KXL TTpOPNTEDTOVOLY OL LLOL VMWV KXL XLOLYXTEPEC LUWIV KXL Ol VEXVIOKOL DMV
OpXOELE POVTXKL KXL OL TTPECRVUTEPOL LUWIV EVUTTVIOLG EVUTIVIXOOATOVTXL 18 KXl YE ETTL TOUG
d0UAOUC MOV KKL ETTL TRC DOVAXC MOUL €V TG NUEPXKLE EKELVALE EKXEW KTTO TOOTTVELMXTOC
MOU, KXL TTpOdNTEDTOLOLY. 19 KXL SWOW TEPRTX EV TUW OUPARVU VW KXL ONUELX ETTL TAG YAG
KXTW, KUK KXL TTOPp KXL XTUIOX KXTTVOD. 20 0 ALOG METXOTPXDHOETKL ELG OKOTOC KXL N
OEAAVN ELC KIUX,TTPLV EADELY NUEPXV KLUPLOL TAV MEYKANVKXL ETTLXVA. 21 KXL OTXL TTRG G V
ETTIKXAEONTKL TOOVOUX KUploL ocwORoeTXKL. v

Acts 2:1-21, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America).

Acts 2:1-21, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



