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PRAYER OF THE DAY
GOD OF MERCY, WE NO LONGER
LOOK FOR JESUS AMONG THE
DEAD, FOR HE IS ALIVE AND HAS
BECOME THE LORD OF LIFE.
INCREASE IN OUR MINDS AND
HEARTS THE RISEN LIFE WE SHARE
WITH CHRIST, AND HELP US TO
GROW AS YOUR PEOPLE TOWARD
THE FULLNESS OF ETERNAL LIFE
WITH YOU, THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR AND LORD,
WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH
YOU AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE
GOD, NOW AND FOREVER.
AMEN.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Liturgical Day: The Resurrection of Our Lord
Date: April 12, 2009
Sermon Title: A Faith for the Future

Surprised at the tomb;
A message from an angel:
Christ: risen indeed!

Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!
Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!
Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!

Three men were asked, "When you are in your casket, and friends and
family have gathered around you, what do you hope they will say about you?” The
first man replies, “I would hope that someone might say I was a great doctor of
my time, and a great family man.” The second says, "I would hope that someone
might say I was a wonderful husband, and a school teacher who made a great
difference in the children of tomorrow.” The third one replied, "I would hope that
someone might say... ‘Look! He's moving!” ™

Today is Easter Sunday. And although in the Christian Church every Sunday
is a celebration of the resurrection, this is the one day set aside to remember that
at the very center of the Christian faith is the proclamation that Jesus is more than
a great doctor, more than a great family man, more than a great husband, more
than a great teacher... He is one who continues to live beyond the grave, one who
goes ahead of us (just as he went ahead of his disciples to Galilee), and who calls
us to follow him into a future that is filled with hope and joy.

That is what Easter is all about: the future. It is not an event that only
commemorates something that happened two thousand years ago. We talked
about this last week during our Wednesday Bible study. If you ever want to learn
about the writers of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), one way to do
that is to compare what they wrote about a particular aspect of our Lord’s life. We
studied what each of them had to say about the resurrection, and guess what? We
found that they each tell the story in their own particular fashion, and from their
own particular point of view. As you study all four accounts, there is no way to
match them up detail for detail, and that is not accidental. Because, you see, these
evangelists didn’t write the Gospels in order to verify exactly what happened
during Holy Week, and in what order the events took place. They didn’t write to
establish a second-by-second, minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour account of the last
week of our Lord’s life. They wrote the Gospels in order that those who read them
might be stirred to faith, and might become willing to follow our Risen Lord into
the future that God has appointed for us. Even for our Gospel writers, Easter isn't
all about the past. It is all about the future. Your future. My future.

These days it is hard to look at the future. Of course in our short-sighted and
politically divided country, those who are way out on the right are sure we are
careening towards disaster, and those who are way out on the left are sure we are
headed in exactly the correct direction. But the truth is, calmer minds are less
certain. They realize that we are still in a difficult place as a country. Too many of
our citizens are out of work. Too many retirement accounts are but a fraction of
what they were a year ago. Too many business are uncertain about how long
they’ll be able to stay up and running. It is a difficult time to look at the future —

many who do, see little more than danger and
uncertainty.
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I wonder if the followers of Jesus aren't feeling the same way on that first Easter morning. After the
events of Holy Week, the disciples are reeling — they are devastated as they consider their own futures. The
one they thought had come to save the world — to renew the strength and prominence of Israel — has been
brutally tortured and put to death. They had been expecting him to throw out the Roman occupiers, and re-
take the throne of David. But now he is gone, and they don’t know what to do. They don’t even know how to
imagine what the future might hold for them. They are bewildered, and frightened, and paralyzed — unable to
do anything but lay low and wait to see what happens.

According to St. Mark, that’s pretty much how the story ends. Mary, Mary and Salome work up the
courage to make a visit to the tomb. When they arrive, they are shocked to see that the tomb has been
opened. And when they enter it, they encounter a young man in a white robe, who announces to them that
Jesus has been raised, and that they ought to make their way to Galilee where they will see him. But even this
isn't enough to bring them out of their funk. According to St. Mark, their hearts are seized with terror and
amazement, and they don't say a single word to anyone about what they have seen and heard. If you think
about it, it is a troubling end to the story of our Lord’s life. A very discouraging end.

But that is not so unusual. Many of the stories in our New Testament don't have neat, tidy endings. We
never find out what the Prodigal Son’s older brother decides. We don't learn whether the rich young man
eventually gives everything away and becomes a follower of Jesus. We don't learn how the Centurion’s life
was changed. Many of these characters drift in and out of the Gospels, and we are not given a clue as to what
actually happens in their lives. We don't often hear, as Paul Harvey used to say, “the rest of the story.”

Most dramatically, in St. Mark’s Gospel, we don't even hear how the story of our Lord’s resurrection
comes out. The oldest copies that still exist of St. Mark end at verse eight, with the women amazed and afraid,
and unwilling to say a word about what they heard to anybody.

Many people have wondered about that. Some of them suspect that the original ending of St. Mark has
simply been lost to us. Some think that all of the old copies of Mark sort of coincidently cut off at the same
verse. I think there is more going on in this text than that. I think Mark intended to end at verse eight. I think
his aim was to leave this story unresolved — without all of the loose ends tied up. And I think he does that,
because he understands that it is impossible for him to write the end of this story. It is impossible, because he
knows the story has not ended yet. The story of Christ’s resurrection lives on as that first generation of
believers is moved by the Spirit at Pentecost, and begins to share the news about Jesus to all of Jerusalem.
The story of Christ’s resurrection lives on as a young Pharisee nhamed Saul meets the Risen Christ on the road
to Damascus, and begins to travel all over the world telling people about him. The story of Christ’s resurrection
lives on as the people of St. Mark’s day gather together and recall the stories, and share the meal, and leave
to serve the world. And the story of Christ’s resurrection lives on as faith is kindled within you and me, and we
go to share his presence with the world that surrounds us.

St. Mark doesn't give us a neat and tidy ending to the Gospel story. But that may serve as a word of
comfort for us today, as we head down life’s journey, not knowing exactly where it will take us. Our lives may
be no more neat or tidy than the end of Mark’s Gospel. But we march on nonetheless, trusting that the one
who calls us into the future awaits us there, and grants us the strength we need to keep moving forward. In
the Lutheran Hymnal, one of my favorite prayers is the one that is now appointed for Morning Prayer and
Evening Prayer:

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. '

Whether we are facing the uncertainty of difficult economic times, or the uncertainty of knowing how
and when to share our faith with others, God promises that we need not go forward in fear. Instead, we can

Service of Morning Prayer, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Minneapolis) page 317.
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go in faith, knowing that the God who calls us to this responsibility, promises to give us the faith and the
courage to carry it out. If Easter, ultimately, is not only about the past — but instead, also about the future —
then the message of Easter is what puts our hearts at ease with God through forgiveness, and empowers us to
take the gift of faith and share it with others.

Fred Kreisler was a world-famous violinist who lived during the first half of the twentieth century. He
earned a fortune from his concerts and compositions, but he generously gave most of it away. So, when he
discovered an exquisite violin on one of his trips, he wasn't able to buy it. Later, having raised enough money
to meet the asking price, he returned to the seller, hoping to purchase that beautiful instrument. But to his
great dismay, it had been sold to a collector.

Kreisler made his way to the new owner’s home, and offered to buy the violin. The collector said it had
become his prized possession and he would not sell it. Keenly disappointed, Kreisler was about to leave when
he had an idea. “Could I play the instrument once more before it is consigned to silence?” he asked.
Permission was granted, and the great virtuoso filled the room with such heart-moving music that the
collector’s emotions were deeply stirred. “I have no right to keep it to myself,” he exclaimed. “It’s yours, Mr.
Kreisler. Take it into the world, and let people hear it.” "

“I have no right to keep it to myself.” This morning we shared the news of the resurrection: “Christ is
risen.” (Response: “Christ is risen, indeed.”) This is the most heart-moving news that the world has ever
received. And you and I have no right to keep it to ourselves. May the story that began in the Gospel of St.
Mark continue in our lives — the never-ending story of how God touches our hearts, transforms our lives, and
moves through us to change the world.

Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (April 12, 2009)

Gospel Lesson; English Text: ™

161 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. > And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. * They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” * When they looked up, they saw that the
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. > As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. ® But he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” ® So they went out and
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid. "

" From a sermon entitled “Resurrection Happenings” by Steve Shepherd; based on St. Matthew 28:1-10; preached at Jonesboro
Christian Church.

il A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html.

v St. Mark 16:1-8, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

181 Kol dLoyevouévou Tod oaBBaTou Mapia N MaydoAnvi kot Mapic i) [ToO] Tk Bou
KL ZOAWUN AYOPXOXV XPWHXTX VX EABODTKL GAELPWOLY xOTOV. 2 kil Alatv TTpwi TA L&
TWV OXPPRTWY PXOVTXL ETTL TO MVNUELOV RvaTEIAXVTOC TOO AALov. 2 kaxl Aeyov TTpog
EXUVTXG TiC XTTOKLALTEL AUV TOV AoV €k TAC BUpaC TOO MVNUELOL; * kKoL GVaPAEPXTXKL
Bewpolov TL &TTOKEKOALOTAL O AlBOC AV Y&p néyag ohodpa. ° Kl eloeABodont €lg TO
MVNUELOV ELdOV VExVioKov KXOUEVOV €V TOLG SEELOIC TTEPIRBERBANUEVOV OTOANV AEVKAYV, KXL
EEcBxuBNONorY. © 6 € Aéyel adTAIC UN EkBUPBELTOE Incolv TnTelTe TOV NxCxpnvov Tov
EOTXUPWUEVOV NYEPBN, OVK OTLV WOE € O TOTTOC TTOU BNKAXV KXUTOV. ’ GAAX UTTRYETE
EETTXTE TOLG MXONTAKIC X0TOD KL TW TTETPW TL TIPOXYEL VUG €LC TAV TXAAXLXV EKEL XOTOV
OYeaBe, kxBWC €ltrev Liv. & kol €EEeABodorL duyov &TTO TOD uvNuUELOL, EIXEV Y& P XUTXC
TPOMOC KXL KOTXOLG KXL 0UOEVL 00dEV ElTTxv €PoBolvVTO Y&P. Vv

V' St. Mark 16:1-8, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen,
(© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



