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Liturgical Day: The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Date: September 13, 2009
Sermon Title: The Power of God’s Word

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A good number of us have been waiting for today to come for quite some time
now. I find myself feeling nervous, excited and hopeful all at the same time. But now our
hats have been thrown over the fence. We have started our ninety-day march from the
front cover to the back cover of our Bibles. All that is left is for us to read, and to enjoy,
and to be stirred by this ancient and modern story of God’s people.

Let me offer one more invitation to those of you who have not taken the bait yet.
It's not too late to sign up and join us for “The Bible in 90 Days.” Think of it: you've
already started anyway. You have read the first 19 verses. Why stop now, while you're
on a roll? Stop and see Bruce or Sharon after worship; let me know you're interested;
visit the office in the next day or two — we'd love to have you join us. If you're
interested, though, don't delay much longer, because we're beginning tonight.

And we're beginning, today, with the very beginning: the first 19 verses of the
Bible. That makes sense, of course. If you are going to do something, you ought to
begin at the beginning. So starting our reading project at the first verse of the first
chapter of the first book in the Bible is the obvious way to get started.

But these 19 verses are important to us in another way — a more important way.
These 19 verses provide the reason why we are embarking on this Bible reading project
in the first place. They make up the first half of the creation story of Genesis 1. If we
read these verse thoughtfully, they remind us that the creation accounts of our Bible are
not designed to inform us about the “hows” and the “whens” of creation. They are
intended, instead, to communicate to us about the power of God’s word. As we read
these opening verses together, a couple of minutes ago, I was struck by three key
words, repeated over and over again. “And God said...” Every section of this account
begins in the same way. "And God said...” This is true for the second half of chapter one
as well.

At the very beginning of the story, we are told that the earth is a formless void in
darkness (Genesis 1:2). Into this void comes the word of God, and out of nothing, our
world — our universe — is created.

It reminds me of a story I once heard, about a group of scientists who came to
believe that God hadn’t done anything especially remarkable in creating life. They had
studied molecular biology, and had taken stock of the resources on this planet, and
concluded that given the right materials, anyone could create life. God, knowing their
thoughts, challenged them to a duel of sorts — they would each create life on their own.
So the scientists agreed, and invited God to go first. Much like the first time around, God
took some dirt, and formed it into the shape of a man. He breathed into its nostrils, and
immediately the man sprung up and began to walk around.

Undeterred, the scientists prepared to follow suit. They gathered together, got
down on their knees, and started making a mound of dirt on the ground. At that, God
interrupted them and said, "Oh no. Wait a minute. You've got to use your own dirt.”

What the first chapter of Genesis describes is absolutely remarkable. Out of

nothing, an entire universe is created. And how is it done? By the power of God’s word. God simply says, “Let
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there be...” and there is.
It is to this powerful word of God that we turn
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today, as we embark on the journey of reading the Bible cover-to-cover this fall. Think about that for a
moment. We are planning to immerse ourselves in God’s word during the coming three months. We are
planning to read twelve pages a day. If God’s word is powerful enough to create the universe out of nothing,
imagine the impact this kind of a venture might have on:

e Our lives

e QOur families

e Qur church

e Our community

e Our world
I've said it a number of times recently, and I'll say it again: I am very hopeful about the impact this program is
going to have on those who undertake this reading, and on our congregation, and I am excited to see what
God will be able to do with the time we dedicate to our reading.

“The Bible in 90 Days” is the creation of Ted Cooper Jr. Ted spent nearly 20 years working in the
computer industry. A self-described agnostic, he found himself curious about the Bible and the Christian faith,
so he decided to go to the source. He decided to read the entire Bible, cover-to-cover. It was a life-changing
experience for him. The power of God’s word took hold of his heart, and half way through his first time
through the Bible he became a believer. He is now a member of First Presbyterian Church of Houston, and
serves as an elected leader in that congregation.

Ted never expected to become a believer. He just wanted to learn more — to understand Christians and
Christianity a bit better. But that’s the way God’s word works. It has a power all of its own. And when a person
spends time immersed in the word, God’s power can make a difference.

I'll have to tell you: I'm honestly expecting a miracle to happen this fall. 75 people have now committed
to read twelve pages of the Bible a day for 90 days. That’s 75 times 90 times, oh about 30 minutes or so a
day. Do you realize that means this congregation alone will spend somewhere in the vicinity of 3,400 hours
reading the Bible between now and December 13? We are giving the most powerful force in the world that
kind of access to our lives. Do you not expect that miracles will happen? I do.

The founder of our movement, Martin Luther, was famous for his belief in the power of God’s word. In
the city of Worms, Germany, where the Emperor had called him to account for his writings, the authorities
demanded that Luther renounce everything he had written. He refused to do so, and is famous for having
said,

Unless I am convicted [convinced] of error by the testimony of Scripture or (since I put no trust
in the unsupported authority of Pope or councils, since it is plain that they have often erred and often
contradicted themselves) by manifest reasoning, I stand convicted [convinced] by the Scriptures to
which I have appealed, and my conscience is taken captive by God's word, I cannot and will not recant
anything, for to act against our conscience is neither safe for us, nor open to us.

On this I take my stand. I can do no other. God help me.

Not everybody in Luther’s day was as moved by the Word as he was. There were some, even leaders in the
church, who ignored it altogether. There were others who were so convinced about their own assumptions
and their own conclusions, that the word had no ability to move them into a new understanding. But Luther
staked his ministry (and his life!) on the power of God'’s word, and one of the strengths of our Lutheran
heritage is a healthy respect for the power of the word, and the belief that those who read it and study it and
contemplate it will be touched in remarkable ways.

Sadly, in survey after survey, we find that contemporary Christians (like me!) may own numerous copies
of the Bible, but this most widely sold book in the world is often the most rarely-read volume in a typical
family’s library. Some family Bibles never even get opened during the course of a year. Other people read their
Bibles, but it doesn’t seem to change them in any significant way. And that’s the danger, you see. We can read
the Bible cover-to-cover, but if we are only reading to find proof of what we have already concluded, we've
closed off our hearts to the power it can have for us. On the other hand, if in our reading we are open to the
possibility that God’s word can lead us into an entirely new world — an entirely new understanding — an
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entirely new faith, then it can work remarkable transformation in our lives.

That's what we are hoping for all of you here at Saint Peter. For the past few years, we've promoted
discipleship habits that begin with a daily time in prayer and in reading the Bible. You'll get a taste of that
during Adult Education this fall — our Adult Sunday School class will be exploring the habits of discipleship over
the course of the next two months. And with “The Bible in 90 Days” we hope to help people both to read the
Bible cover-to-cover, but also to establish a regular daily commitment to reading God’s word. So whether you
join us in the attempt to read all the ay through the Bible this Fall, or whether you commit yourselves to
reading every day on your own schedule, we're convinced that, as we do so, the word will shape us and form
us in significant ways.

At the beginning of the Biblical narrative, in the beginning of time, it was the word of God that cause all
that is to be created. Throughout the centuries, faithful believers have professed their belief in the power of
God’s word. We pray that those who read with us this fall might experience that power. We pray that God will
draw us more deeply into the experience of grace. We pray that God will help us more clearly see who we are
called to be in this world. We pray that God will inspire us for lives of service in Jesus'name. I hope you'll join
us.

Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (September 13, 2009)

Gospel Lesson; English Text:'

8:27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” ?® And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” * He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Messiah.”>*° And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 3!
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. ** He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ** But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.” ** He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. > For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. *® For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? >’
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *® Those who are ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” "

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

8:27 KXt €EANBeV 0 TNoo0C KL Ol HXONTAL XUTOD €LC TR KWHXG KXxloxpelxg TAG
OUALTITTIOU - KXL €V TH 00W) ETTNPWTX TOUG MXONTXG XOTOD Aéywy XOTOLG - TIVX ME AEYOLOLY
ol vOpwTToL €lvaXL; 28 oL O€ ELTTV XOTW AEYOVTEC [O0TL] Twavvny TOV BRTITLOTAV, KXL AAOL
HALtv, &ANOL O€ TL €1g TWV TTPodNTWV. 29 KXL XUTOC ETTNPWTK KUTOUG - VMELG OE Tiva HE
AEYETE ElVXXL; XTTOKPLOELC O TTETPOC AEYEL XUTW) - OV €L O XPLOTOC. 30 KXL ETTETLMNOEV XOTOLG
vt undevi Aéywaotv rept a0To0. 31 Kl pEXTO dOXOKELY XUTOVC TL EL TOV LLOV TOD
XVOPWTTOU TTOAAK TTXOELV KXl XTTOSOKLMXOOARVXL UTTO TWV TTPETRUTEPWV KXL TUWV
XPXLEPEWV KX TWV YPXUMXTEWY KXL XTTOKTXVOAVXL KXL METX TPELG NUEPKRC XVROTAVXL- 32

' A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
i St. Mark 8:27-38, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the United States of America).



The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 19B [ELW Lectionary 24B] (September 13, 2009) Page - 4 -

KXL TTXpPNOLX TOV AOYOV EAKAEL. KXL TTPOCAXPBOMEVOC O TTETPOC XVUTOV PEXTO ETTLTIMRV
XOTW. 33 0 O€ ETMOTPAPELG KXL LOWV TOUG MXONTARC XVUTOD ETTETIMNOEV TTETPW KX AEYEL-
OTTXYE OTTLOW MOV, OXTARVE, OTL OV PPOVELC T TOD B€0D XANX T& TWV XVOpWTTWV. 34 KXl
TIPOOKXAETKMEVOG TOV XAOV OUV TOLG MXONTKIC x0TOD €LTTEV XUTOLG - €€ TLG DENEL OTTIOW
MOU XKOAOULBOELY, XTTRPVNOXOOW ERLTOV KXL XPXTW TOV OTRUPOV XVUTOD KXL XKOAOUBELTW
MOL. 35 OC YXpP €&V BEAN THV YuXNV XUTOD OWOKL XTTOAETEL XOTAV - OC &’ XV XTTONETEL TRV
PYouxnv x0To0 vekev ol KXL TOD EVXYYEALOL OCWOEL XUTHV. 36 TL Y& P WHENEL VOpwTTOV
KEPOAOTXL TOV KOTMOV AoV KX TnULwdfAvat TV Yuxnv «0ToD; 37 TL y&p dol vOpwTrog
XVTEANXYHX TAC YUXAC KXOTOD; 38 OC YXP EXV ETTXLOXULVOT ME KXL TOUG EMOVC AOYOUG €V TH
YEVEX TXUTH T MOLXOXALOL KXL XMXPTWAW, KKXL O LLOG TOD XVOPWTTOL ETTXLOXVVORTETXL
x0TOV, 0TV AOn €v TA 80EN ToO TTXTPOG KXUTOD METX TWV XYYEAWY TWV XYilwv. iil

“The Bible in 90 Days” Lesson:

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. >
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. ®> God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” ” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters
that were above the dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there
was morning, the second day.

° And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. 1° God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. ! Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.
The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. > And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

“ And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, *° and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '® God made the two great lights-the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night-and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth, '®to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day. "

St. Mark 8:27-38, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren,
Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).

Genesis 1:1-19, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America).



The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 19B [ELW Lectionary 24B] (September 13, 2009)

Page - 5 -

Scheduled Readings for
“The Bible in 90 Days”
9/13/2009 - 12/12/2009

Date Begin Reading At Sermon Based On
9/13 Genesis 1:1 Genesis 1:1-19

9/20 |Leviticus 1:1 Exodus 16:2-15
9/27 |Deuteronomy 23:12 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
10/4 |1 Samuel 28:20 Joshua 24:1-3, 14-18
10/11 1 Chronicles 1:1 1 Kings 3:5-12

10/18 Nehemiah 13:15 Nehemiah 1:4-11a
10/25 Psalm 89:14 Job 38:1-11

11/1 [Isaiah 14:1 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
11/8 Jeremiah 33:23 Isaiah 25:6-9

11/15 Daniel 9:1 Ezekiel 2:1-5

11/22 Matthew 26:57 Micah 6:1-8

11/29 Acts 6:8 John 20:19-31

12/6

Hebrews 1:1

Romans 5:1-11



