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Liturgical Day: The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Sermon Title:  As for Me and My House

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Those of us who have been reading through the Bible have been at it for 21 days
now. Despite my many concerns, I've been able to read 20 days worth of the Bible —
which means that yesterday’s schedule got a little out of control, and I didn’t accomplish
my homework. But I'll find some time tonight, and will be caught up by our meeting
tomorrow evening. I want to offer a word of encouragement to any of the rest of you
who have fallen off the pace. Don't give up! Get caught up! Stay with us! I know we're
going to be blessed by making it all the way through. And for those of you who aren't
part of the effort this time around: please keep us in your prayers. We could use the
support!

This past Thursday, most of us were wading through the book of Joshua. It tells
the story of what happens as Israel begins to conquer the Promised Land, during the
14™ Century before Jesus is born. Joshua is the leader who takes over after the death of
Moses, and who is appointed by God to lead the people into the Promised Land. It is, in
many ways, a bloody and troublesome book. As Israel receives the land promised to
their father Abraham, maybe 700 years earlier, there is (to use a modern euphemism)
quite a bit of collateral damage. The people who had come to think of that land as their
own had to be displaced, before Israel could make it their own home. And to our twenty-
first century sensibilities, it is a difficult history to read.

But as we set aside some of the more troubling aspects of this narrative, at the
center of the story is the power of God, and the people’s willingness to trust in that
power. Time and time again, Israel’s smaller army comes up against larger and more
powerful armies, and they are victorious. Not because of their own strength or ability or
military strategy — but because of the power of God that moves through them and gives
them the victory. Whenever Israel ignores God, and strikes out on its own, they are
destroyed. But whenever they trust in God, despite the overwhelming odds against
them, they are victorious.

Joshua proves to be a successful leader of Israel, not because of his extraordinary
military knowledge, or his physical strength, or his ability to inspire the troops. Joshua
proves to be successful because of his almost unfailing trust in God, and his willingness
to take a shot at whatever God calls him to do.

Our assigned reading this past Thursday included the text we have for our focus
this morning. Joshua is making a final address to the people of Israel, just as Moses did
(if you remember, we read from the final words of Moses last Sunday). Joshua
encourages the people of Israel to serve God in sincerity and in faithfulness. But then he
does something profound. He immediately acknowledges that some of them may well
choose not to put the God of their ancestors at the center of their lives. He knows that
not everyone is going to agree with him. He knows that the people around him have a
number of different options when they consider what it means to be a faithful people.
He knows that they could worship Yahweh, of course: the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. But there were numerous other options available to them. Every neighborhood
they went into had its own assortment of beliefs and customs. Some of their ancestors
availed themselves of those local gods. The Amorites, who had possession of the land

they were trying to conquer, had their own gods. If
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which one you want to worship. “But,” Joshua goes
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on to say, “as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” As for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord.

Here Joshua offers an insight into the character of his faith. It actually is an example of what lies at the
core of an evangelical witness. Joshua is serving as an evangelist for God. And I love the way he goes about it.
You and I could learn a great deal from his example. Joshua doesn’t accuse those who believe differently than
he does of heresy. He doesn't try to convince them that they are wrong. He doesn't challenge them to change
the beliefs they have chosen. He simply announces to them that although they are free to do whatever they
want — to believe whatever they believe — he and his household will serve God. And what’s more, here is why:
because it is God who brought them out of slavery. It is God who protected them along the journey. It is God
who opened up this land for them to occupy.

Do you see what Joshua is doing here? He doesn't disparage what others might believe. He doesn't get
into a theological battle with them. He doesn't claim that his religion is better than theirs, or that his beliefs
make more sense than theirs, or that his God is stronger than theirs. He simply says, “I'm serving God, and
this is why.” Those are pretty much his last words, and what a legacy they are — even to us today.

Joshua, years before Jesus was born, with no way of imagining the message that you and I have to
share with the world, teaches us what it means to be an evangelist for Jesus Christ. What does it mean to be
an evangelist? According to Joshua, it means:

1. First of all to know what God has done for us.

Joshua lived through a time when God was acting in extraordinary way on behalf of the people of
Israel. Many in his day were not touched by God’s action on their behalf. As you read the first six books
of the Bible, it is apparent that the people spend a lot more time complaining than they do thanking
God. But not Joshua. He seems genuinely touched by what God has done, and the experience has
strengthened his faith.

2. Second, to be an evangelist means to be committed to serving God.

Joshua’s job was to lead the people of Israel. He was to be their guide, as they moved into the
Promised Land. There were plenty of times, of course, when he gave orders to them. But his
leadership was not limited to coercion. He also led by example. He chose to put God at the center of
his life. He chose to love the Lord God with all of his heart and soul and might. Regardless of what
anyone else decided, Joshua was determined to serve God, and the witness of that determination
inspired many Israelites to do the same.

3. And finally, to be an evangelist means to share with others what it is that God has done, and why that
has been meaningful.

Here is where so many in our day get evangelism all wrong. Evangelism isn't standing out on a
street corner, yelling at passers-by, and believing that you'll be able to force them to abandon their
beliefs and adopt yours. Evangelism is simply putting into words what our faith means to us. The
beauty of it is this: you can’t argue with that. You can argue about the nature of God. You can argue
about the inspiration of Scripture. You can argue about political or social convictions. You can argue
about any number of things. But you can’t argue about someone else’s experience. “I'm a believer, and
this is what it means to me,” is not a statement anyone else can contest; because the truth of it lies in
the heart of the believer. That is evangelism at its best.

Saint Peter is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are committed
to making an evangelical witness of our faith to the world around us. This denomination — this church — is not
just for those who already belong. It is also for those who have not yet joined us. And even more importantly,
it is for those who do not yet know the grace that has touched our hearts. I hope this brief glimpse of Joshua,
who lived more than thirteen centuries before Jesus, might help us as we reflect on what it means to be an
evangelical people. We have a great God! God has blessed our lives in so many ways. Let’s learn from Joshua.
Let’s be aware of the difference God has made in our lives. Let's commit ourselves to following God in all that
we do. And let’s discover those ways that we can faithfully and sincerely share that with others who might be
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interested. In the final analysis, that is what it means to be an evangelical Christian. And that is what it means
to learn from the man we meet in today’s first lesson.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (October 4, 2009)

Gospel Lesson; English Text: '

102 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” * They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a
certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” ® But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote this commandment for you. ® But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male
and female.” ” *For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, ® and
the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh.

® Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” '° Then in the house the
disciples asked him again about this matter. ! He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery against her; ** and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.” '* People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. ** But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said
to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. *> Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed
them. "

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

102 KL TTpPOOEANBOVTEC PXPLOKIOL ETTNPWTWY XUTOV EL EECTLV XVOPL YUVXIKX
XTTOADOXL, TTELPXTOVTECG XUTOV. 3 0 € XTTOKPLOELC ELTTEV XUTOLG - TL LMLV EVETELIAXTO
MwUOAG; 4 oL OE ELTTV - ETTETPEYEV MWUOAS BLBALOV XTTOOTKROLOL YpXPKL KXL XTTOANDOXKL. 5
0 8¢ Inoo0¢ E€lTTEV XVTOLG - TTPOC TNV OKANPOKXPOLXY DUWV YPXWPEV DMLV TRV EVTOANV
TARUTNV. 6 XTTO O€ XPXAC KTLOEWG poeV KXL OAAL ETTOLNOEV XVUTOUG - 7 EVEKEV TOUTOU
KXTOAELPEL VOPWTTOC TOV TIXTEPX XVUTOD KXL THV MNTEPXK [KXL TTPOTKOAANOROTETHL TTPOC TAV
YUVOIKX x0OTO0], 8 KXL OOVTXL OL DUO €L OXPKXK MLV - LWOTE OUKETL ELOLV SVO GAAX MiX
o&pE. 2 0 00V 0 Be0C OLVETELEEV VOPWTTOC M) XWPLTETW. 10 KXL ELG TRV OLKLXV TTXALV OL
MXONTXL TTEPL TOUTOL ETTNPWTWY XUTOV. 1T KXL AEYEL XUTOLG - OC V XTTOADOT TRV YUVKIKX
®X0TOO KX YXMAON AANV MOLXKXTXL ETT ®XOTAV - 12 KXL EXV XOTR XTTOAVOKROX TOV VOpPX
XOTAC YXMAOT AANOV MOLX&ATXL. 13 KXL TTpoc€depov xOTW TTXLOIX VX XOTWV PNTHL- OL OE
MXONTXL ETTETIMNOAV KOTOLG. 14 1OWV d€ 0 IN000C NYKRVEKTNOEV KXL ELTTEV XUTOLG - XPETE TX
TTXOLX pXETOXL TTPOC ME, M KWAVETE XOTX, TWV YXP TOLOUTWYV €0TLV N BrOWAELx ToD Beo0.
15 XuAV Aéyw LMLy, 0¢ Vv uN d€ENTHL TRV Baoheiav ToD Beod wg Traxtdiov, o0 ur eLoENDN €lg
XOTAV. 16 KXl EVRYKXALOKMEVOC XUTX KXTEVAOYEL TLOELG TXG XELPXKG ETT XUTX. il

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx

St. Mark 10:2-16, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

St. Mark 10:2-16, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren,
Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).
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“The Bible in 90 Days” Lesson:

%1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. > And Joshua
said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his
sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. * Then I took your
father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his
offspring many.

““Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. ** Now if you are
unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

1 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other
gods;  for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that
we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; *® and the LORD drove out before us all
the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.” "

Scheduled Readings for
“The Bible in 90 Days”
9/13/2009 - 12/12/2009

Date Begin Reading At Sermon Based On
9/13 Genesis 1:1 Genesis 1:1-19

9/20 |Leviticus 1:1 Exodus 16:2-15
9/27 |Deuteronomy 23:12 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
10/4 |1 Samuel 28:20 Joshua 24:1-3, 14-18
10/11 1 Chronicles 1:1 1 Kings 3:5-12

10/18 Nehemiah 13:15 Nehemiah 1:4-11a

10/25 PPsalm 89:14 Job 38:1-11

11/1 Isaiah 14:1 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
11/8 UJeremiah 33:23 Isaiah 25:6-9

11/15 Daniel 9:1 Ezekiel 2:1-5

11/22 Matthew 26:57 Micah 6:1-8

11/29 Acts 6:8 John 20:19-31

12/6 Hebrews 1:1 Romans 5:1-11

v Joshua 24:1-3, 14-18, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).



