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ALMIGHTY AND EVER-LIVING

GOD, INCREASE IN US YOUR
GIFT OF FAITH, THAT,
FORSAKING WHAT LIES
BEHIND AND REACHING OUT
TO WHAT LIES AHEAD, WE
MAY FOLLOW THE WAY OF
YOUR COMMANDMENTS

AND RECEIVE THE CROWN OF

EVERLASTING JOY,
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST,
OUR SAVIOR AND LORD.

AMEN.
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Liturgical Day: The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Date: October 11, 2009
Sermon Title: The Wisdom of Solomon

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

As you know, a number of us are working on reading through the entire Bible in 90
days this Fall. This past week we read the books of 1% and 2™ Samuel and 1 and 2™

Kings.

1%t and 2" Samuel tells us about the beginning years of Israel’s United Kingdom.
God’s people are no longer scattered groups of nomadic families, but they are united as
a powerful nation, under the rules of Saul, David and Solomon. These three kings rule
for about a century’s worth of Israel’s history. At the heart of this section of the Bible is
the promise God makes to King David. Because of David’s faithfulness, God declares that
his descendants will continue to rule over the land — and as long as they are faithful to

God, the kingdom will thrive.

1%t & 2" Kings continues the story where Samuel leaves off. This section of the
Bible begins in a strong way, with the rule of Solomon, David’s son. But towards the end
of his life, Solomon turns away from God, and because of that, the nation falls apart.
The United Kingdom splits after Solomon’s death, and the kings who rule the northern
kingdom and the southern kingdom are occasionally faithful, but more often unfaithful —
and when the king loses his way, the kingdom suffers. By the end of 2" Kings,
Jerusalem has been sacked by the Babylonians. God’s people have been carried off and
are living in captivity. They are long removed from their homeland, and from the

physical signs of God’s promise to their ancestor Abraham.

Our reading this past week has been dramatic — quite a change from the week
before, when we spent most of our time reading rules and regulations. This week we
have witnessed the rise and the fall of the United Kingdom, and it has been quite a

story.

Today'’s text takes place about half-way through that story. In this passage, the
wisdom of Solomon is extolled. Solomon is often described as the wisest king in Israel’s
history. As a matter of fact, the phrase “the wisdom of Solomon” is a phrase that makes
sense even to some non-believers. But his wisdom doesn’t guide him for his entire life.

After a few years on the throne, he will make the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America unwise decision to yoke himself to 700 wives and
God'swork. Our hands.
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300 concubines, many of whom worship other Gods, and who eventually entice him away from loving God
with his whole heart and soul and mind.

[Let me offer a personal aside here — something that has nothing at all to do with today’s sermon. There
are those who advocate a return to the concept of a "Biblical Marriage” in our country these days. Actually a
careful reading of Samuel and Kings reveals an understanding of marriage that nobody I know would ever
aavocate for today. But the realities of many “Biblical Marriages” — especially those found in the Old Testament
— may well be the best reason ever to support monogamy. Even someone as wise as Solomon found that
having more than one spouse made it almost impossible for him to stay faithful to God.]

At any rate, the focus this morning is not on Solomon'’s weaknesses, or on his marital life, but on his
wisdom. Soon after the death of his father, the great King David, Solomon finds himself on the throne of
Israel, and in a dream God offers to give Solomon whatever he wants. All he has to do is say the word.
Solomon responds in a way that is surprising to anyone who has studied the history of kings in Israel. He
doesn't ask for power. He doesn't ask for wealth. He doesn’t ask God to keep at bay any who might be
planning to overthrow him and become Israel’s king. Instead, Solomon admits that he is only a child, and not
nearly capable of ruling God’s people wisely and faithfully. And so he asks God to give him an understanding
mind. Now granted, it takes a good bit of wisdom to make this kind of a request in the first place. So God may
simply be strengthening what is already one of Solomon’s strongest gifts. That said, God grants him his

request, and Solomon becomes known as the wisest King ever to serve Israel.

Solomon was wise, and in the first story following today’s text, we read of what is perhaps the most well-
known attestation of this wisdom. Two women approach him, who have two children: one is alive, and one
has died. They are arguing about which of them is the mother of surviving child. One claims the child is hers.
The other claims that the children have been switched, and she is the mother of the living child. You
remember what Solomon does, don't you? He calls for a sword, and declares that the child is to be cut in two
and split between the women. The first mother agrees with him, but the second one says, “No. Don’t harm the

child. Give him to her.” It isn't hard, after that, to tell who the real mother is, is it?

Solomon was wise in a worldly way. His wisdom helped Israel make sense of its existence. But not all the
wisdom of our Bible makes sense to the world. In his letter to the Christians in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote
these words:

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God'’s foolishness is wiser than human
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wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. '
Paul understood that on another level, the kind of wisdom that comes from God doesn’t always agree with
what the world considers to be wisdom. The wisdom of God sometimes looks like foolishness to the world. For
Paul, the most obvious example was the cross of Jesus Christ. The wisdom of the world looks on that, and
sees loss, pain, humiliation and defeat. But sacred wisdom looks on the cross and sees the power in suffering,
and the redemptive love of God for the world. Our faith often presents to us what we might refer to as an

unconventional wisdom.

That is no more obvious than in the words of Jesus. In the fifth chapter of St. Matthew, he address the
crowd in what some have come to call The Sermon on the Mount. His words in this passage are a classic
example of the unconventional wisdom found in the Bible. Who is blessed in this world?

e Those who are poor in spirit, and dependent on God.

e Those who mourn, and receive comfort from God.

e Those who are meek.

e Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.

e Those who are merciful, or pure in heart.

e Those who are persecuted for righteousness sake.
You could easily make the case that if the world was to compile a list of what it means to be blessed, it would
not include any of these examples. But that is how it is with the unconventional wisdom of our Bible — the
unconventional wisdom of our God. The truth is: God’s wisdom may indeed draw us away from the wisdom

that most people in our world embrace.

So the question is this: “How will you and I appropriate this unconventional wisdom in our own lives?”

¢ When the world insists that wrongdoers be punished, will we as people of faith believe that, or
remember that Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek?

e When the world says you get what you deserve, will we as people of faith believe that, or remember
that God'’s grace is both unearned and undeserved?

e When the world says that the point is to get everything you can out of this life, will we as people of
faith believe that, or remember that the Bible says it is only in giving our life that we find out what
true life is all about?

¢ When the world says that international borders need to be sealed off, will we as people of faith
believe that, or remember that God’s people have often been sojourners in a foreign land, and as a

nation were commanded to care for the foreigner?

Today we celebrate King Solomon as one of the wisest rulers ever to lead God’s people. Perhaps the

‘ 1% Corinthians 1:20-25. New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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wisest thing he ever did was to ask God for wisdom instead of wealth; for understanding instead of power.
There is wisdom in our Bible that often runs counter to the common wisdom of our day — and it comes only as
a gift from God. Perhaps these days we would be wise to ask God that this might be the kind of wisdom that

informs our living.
Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (October 11, 2009)

Gospel Lesson; English Text: ’

10:17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” *® Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?
No one is good but God alone. *° You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor
your father and mother.”” ° He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” > Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 2 When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 2> Then Jesus looked around and said
to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” >* And
the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! * It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” *® They were greatly astounded and said to one
another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’ Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but
not for God; for God all things are possible.” *® Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left
everything and followed you.” *° Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good
news, ** who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and
children, and fields, with persecutions — and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.” "

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

10:17 KXL EKTTOPEVOMEVOL XUTOD ELC OO0V TTIPOTDIPXUWYV ELC KXL YOVUTTETAOXG XUTOV
ETTNPWTX KOTOV - JOXOKKAE XYXOE, TL TTOOW VX TWAV XLWVLOV KANPOVOUNOoW; 18 0 d€
TNool¢ €lTTev XOTW - Ti HE AEYELG XYXOOV; 0LBELG XyxBOC €L U €LlC 0 B€OC. 19 TG EVTOAKC
oldxG - uR povebONg, UM HOLXELONG, MR KAEWNG, MR WELBOUKPTUPNAONG, U KTTOCTEPAONG,
TIMX TOV TIKTEPXK OOV KXL THV MNTEPXK. 20 0 OE dn aOTW - SIOXOKXAE, THOTXK TTRVTX
€PLAXEXUNV EK VEOTNTOC HOU. 21 0 &€ INoo0C EMRAEYRC XVUTW NYKTTNOEV XUTOV KXL ELTTEV
XOTW - €V 0€ DOTEPEL- UTTARYE, OOXK XELG TTWANOOV KXL dOC [Tolg] TTTwXOolG, KXl EELC
ONnoLPOV €V oLPAVW, KXL DEDPO XKOAOVOEL HUOL. 22 0 OE OTLYVXONG ETTL TUW AOYW XTTAAOEV
AUTTOUMEVOG - AV YXP XWV KTAMXTX TTOAAK. 23 KL TTEpLBAEP&UEVOG O Inool¢ AéyeL TOlg
HXONTKIC XxVTOD - TTWG DUOKOAWC Ol TX XPHMXTX XOVTEG €LC THV PXOWAELv TOD BeoD
ELOEAELTOVTXL. 24 Ol O€ uXONTAL €EBOxPOOVTO ETTL TOLg AOYOLG XxUTOD. O € INTOlC TTGALY
XTTOKPLOELG AEYEL XUTOLG - TEKVX, TTWG DUTKOAOV EOTLV €LG TV BXOAELxV TOD Beod

" A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
. St. Mark 10:17-31, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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€ELOENDELY - 25 EVKOTIWTEPOV EOTLV KXMNAOV dLX [TAC] TPUHXALXS [TAC] padidoc dLeADELY
TTAOVOLOV €L¢ TAV BXOTNELV TOD Be0D €LTENDELV. 26 OL OE TTEPLOTTWC EEETTARCOOVTO
AEYOVTEC TIPOC EXULTOUG - KXL TiG dUVXTXL CWOAVXL; 27 EUBAEPXS XVTOLE O InoolC AEYEL -
TTXPX XVOPWTTOLE XOUVXTOV, AN’ 00 TTXPX BEW) - TTRVTX YXP SUVHTX TTXpX TW) Oew). 28
HpExTo Aéyewv O TTETPOC XOTW - OOV NUELC KPAKXMEV TTRVTX KXL NKOAOLOKXUEV TOL. 29
€dn 01Nood¢- XUNV Aéyw LWLV, OUELC EOTIV C XPRAKEV OLKIXV  XOEAPOUC KOEADKC
MNTEPXK TIXTEPX TEKVX (YPOUG VEKEV EMOD KXL VEKEV TOD EDXYYEALOU, 30 EXV MR A&PBN
EKXTOVTXTIAXOLOVX VOV €V TUW) KXLPW TOUTW OLKIXG KXL XOEADOUC KXL XOEADKC KX
MNTEPXG KXL TEKVX KXL XYPOUG METK DLWYMWYV, KXL €V TW) XLWVL TW EpXOMEVW TwnV
XLWVLOV. 31 TTOANOL O€ COVTHL TIPWTOL OXXTOL KL [ol] EoxxTol

TpWTOL. v

“The Bible in 90 Days” Lesson:

33 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son
to sit on his throne today. ’ And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. ® And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. ° Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
107t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ** God said to him, “Because you have asked this,
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, *I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after
you. "

Scheduled Readings for
“The Bible in 90 Days”
9/13/2009 - 12/12/2009

Date Begin Reading At Sermon Based On
9/13 Genesis 1:1 Genesis 1:1-19

9/20 |Leviticus 1:1 Exodus 16:2-15
9/27 |Deuteronomy 23:12 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
10/4 |1 Samuel 28:20 Joshua 24:1-3, 14-18
10/11 1 Chronicles 1:1 1 Kings 3:5-12

10/18 Nehemiah 13:15 Nehemiah 1:4-11a

10/25 Psalm 89:14 Job 38:1-11

11/1 Isaiah 14:1 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
11/8 UJeremiah 33:23 Isaiah 25:6-9

11/15 Daniel 9:1 Ezekiel 2:1-5

St. Mark 10:17-31, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren,
Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).

I Kings 3:5-12, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America).



The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 23B [ELW Lectionary 28B] (October 11, 2009) Page - 6 -

11/22 Matthew 26:57 Micah 6:1-8
11/29 Acts 6:8 John 20:19-31
12/6 Hebrews 1:1 Romans 5:1-11



