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LESSONS
ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20
ISAIAH 12:92-6 (6)
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
ST. LUKE 3:7-18

PRAYER OF THE DAY
STIR UP THE WILLS OF
YOUR FAITHFUL PEOPLE,
LORD GOD, AND OPEN
OUR EARS TO
THE PREACHING OF
JOHN, THAT, REJOICING
IN YOUR SALVATION, WE
MAY BRING FORTH THE
FRUITS OF REPENTANCE;
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST,
OUR SAVIOR AND LORD,
WHO LIVES AND REIGNS
WITH YOU AND THE
HoLy SPIRIT, ONE GOD,
NOW AND FOREVER.
AMEN.
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Sermon Title: He Proclaimed the Good News

What counts for good news in your life? “The tests all came back negative.” “The
Nuggets won in overtime.” “All six numbers match.” “It's covered by warrantee.” “The
airplane has landed safely.”

We all know what it is like to receive good news, don't we? Especially if it is
something that has left us waiting for some time. Whether it has to do with SATs, or
loan applications, or blood tests — every additional day we have to wait makes it a bit
more intense. And when the news finally comes, especially if it is good news, it feels as
though the weight of the world has been taken off of our shoulders.

John, the Baptizer, is preaching in the wilderness. St. Luke ends his description of
those days with this sentence: “So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the
good news to the people.” He proclaimed the good news to the people. Ah, great — good
news. Just what the people were hoping to hear. And you and I, knowing a bit (as we
do) about God’s grace, might be able to guess without even looking at the text what it
was that he said. “God loves you.” “Your sins are forgiven.” “Today you will be with me
in paradise.” Good news, right? The kind of good news we’ve come to expect from the
church and from the Gospel. The kind of good news that lifts our spirits and empowers
our faithfulness.

But no, that’s not what Luke reports when he tells us of John’s ministry. Here,
instead, is the good news, John the Baptizer style:
e You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
e Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
¢ Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’
¢ Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise.
e Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.

¢ Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,

...be satisfied with your wages.

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
Does it sound like good news to you? Not to me. It

sounds like the kind of harsh and unforgiving law-
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based message that runs counter to everything we know about the Christian faith. It sounds like a message
that brings death instead of life. It sounds like a message that could whittle our congregation down to about
the number of souls who are gathered here at this early morning hour.

If the message was left at that, there wouldn’t be much good news to proclaim. If all the Gospel had to
offer us was the demand that we live good lives, there wouldn’t be much that was good about it. Oh sure,
sharing coats and food and being kind to one another would make a great difference in the world. But Israel
had lived with that kind of a faith for years, and by the time of John the Baptist, they had been waiting a long
time for more. They had been waiting for better news than that. They had been waiting for God’s Messiah,
who would free them from the bondage to sin, and the consequences of living in a broken world. A world
where people with two coats often don't share with those how have none. A world where people with food
consume most of it themselves and throw the rest away. A world where elected officials and armed
combatants take advantage of their positions at the expense of others. Israel knew how far short humans tend
to fall from these lofty ideals that John declares. And they had been waiting a long time for God’s promise of
something better — something new.

If all John had to say was that we need to hitch up our britches, and do a better job of being God’s
people, it would be old news. Stale news. Even bad news. But there’s more. There’s more to the good news
that St. Luke reports. There is more to the preaching that people received from John, the Baptizer. This week’s
text concludes: “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

John here announces what the people were longing to hear. God will indeed send someone to make a
difference. He, like John, will take a hard and often painful look at people’s hearts. He, like John, will work to

cut away what was damaged and unhealthy... a surgical procedure that can be both frightening and painful.

But the good news is that he will also love them enough to die for them. And in his rising, he will
proclaim the power of God to heal them, to renew them, and to give them life. Life in which the coat shared,

the meal provided, the kindness offered are signs of a new reality he is creating in their midst.

This is the good news proclaimed by John — proclaimed to the people of his day, and to us as well. It is
hard news: after all he comes with his winnowing fork in his hand, and there is quite an accumulation of chaff
mixed in with the wheat. But it is joyful news: in that this one comes with a loving and gracious and

transforming power that makes all the difference in the world.

So let’s be stirred by his Word. And let’s feast on his presence, that he might cleanse us and renew us

and transform us into the people God has called us to be.

Amen.



The Wednesday before the Third Sunday of Advent — Year C (December 9, 2009) Page - 3 -

David J. Risendal, Pastor

Gospel Lesson; English Text: '

37 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? & Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. ° Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

1% And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” ! In reply he said to them, “Whoever has
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” *? Even tax
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” **He said to them,
“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” * Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and
be satisfied with your wages.”

1> As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, '® John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '’ His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” )

1850, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. "

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

3:7 EAeyev o0V TOLG EKTTOPEVOMEVOLG XAOLG BATITLOOAVAXL OTT” XUTOD - YEVVIAMXTX EXLOVWIV,
Tig UTTESELEEV LIV PUYELV KXTTO TAC MEANOVONC OpYAG; 8 TTOLROoXTE 00V KXPTTOUG XELOUVG TAG
METXVOLXG KL M) pENCOE AEYELV EV ERUTOLG - TIXTEPXK XOMEV TOV ABpatdiu. Aéyw yap Ouiv TL
dUvaTaL 0 BeOC €K TUWV ABWV TOUTWYV EYELpaL TEKVX TW ABpaxdu. © AdN B€ kKL N &ELvn TTPOC THY
PLCov TWV DEVOPWV KELTKL- TTRV 00V BEVOPOV UN TTOLOOV KXPTTOV KXAOV EKKOTITETXL KXL €LG TTOp
BXANETXL. 10 KXL ETTNPWTWYV XUTOV OL XAOL AEYOVTEC - TiL 00V TTOLOWHEV; 11 XTTOKpLOELG d€
ENEYEV XUTOLG- O XWV dVO XITWVHKC HETROOTW TW MR XOVTL, KXL O XWV BPUWHATX OMOLWC
TIOLELTW. 12 AABOV d€ KAl TEAWVXL BATITLOOAVXL KXL ELTTXRV TTPOC XVUTOV - SIOXTKXAE, Ti
TTIOLAOWMEV; 13 0 € ELTTEV TTIPOC XOTOUC - UNOEV TTAEOV TIXPX TO DLXTETAHYMEVOV LUV TIPXOTETE.
14 ETTNPWTWY O€ XOTOV KXL OTPXTEVOMEVOL AEYOVTEG - TL TTOLHOWHMEV KXL NUELS; KXL ELTTEV
XOTOLG: MNOEVX dLxTELONTE UNOE OCUKOPKVTAONTE KXL XPKELTOE TOLG OYWVIOLE LHWIV.

15 TTpoodoKWVTOC O€ TOD Axx00 KX SLXAOYLTOMEVWV TIRVTWY €V THILC KXPOLXLE XOTWV TTEPL
To0 Twavvou, MATTOTE XOTOG €€EN O XPLOTOC, 16 XTTEKPIVHTO AEYWV TTROLV O TWAVNG - EYW MEV
08Tt BXTITICW VMAG - EPXETAL OE O LOXLPOTEPOC MOU, 0D OUK ELML LKXVOG ADTKL TOV LHAVTX TWV
OTTOdNUATWY KXOTOD - XOTOG UMAG PXTTITLOEL €V TIVEDMXTL XYLlWw KL TTUPL- 17 00 TO TrTOOV €V TA
XELPL 0TO0 dLakxO&patt THV Awvax xVOTOD KXL CUVXYXYELV TOV OLTOV €LG TAV &TToORKNV XUTOD,
TO O€ XUPOV KXTXKXVTEL TTUPL XOBECTW. 18 TIOAAK MEV 00V KXL TEPX TIXPXKXAWV €EVNYYENTETO
TOV AxOv. i

A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
St. Luke 3:7-18, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

St. Luke 3:7-18, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983,
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).



