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Sermon Title: These are Written, so You May Come to Believe

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Well, here we are. I have preached eleven straight weeks of sermons from the Old
Testament: a personal record for me. Two nights ago the Risendals saw Carmelo
contribute 50 points to the Nuggets’ victory over the New York Nicks. So he set a
personal record this week, too. The difference between us is that there is a reasonable
chance that Carmelo might break his record again. I can guarantee you that Pastor Dave
will not have a stretch of 11 sermons from the Old Testament again. But it hasn’t been a
bad run, and I've learned a lot along the way. I hope you have too.

At any rate: I'm glad to announce that this morning’s sermon is based on the Holy
Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter! I feel as though I've just come
home from a long journey. And in some respects, we have. On the one hand, it has been
a long journey, for our “Bible in 90 Days” readers, from Genesis through the 20" chapter
of John — a 77 day-long journey, to be precise (yesterday was day #77 — we finished
the Gospels, and read the first six chapters of the Book of Acts). On the other hand, we
have arrived home, in a significant sense. The closing words of this morning’s Gospel
lesson show us where “home” is, when it comes to Bible reading.

I've been asked any number of times why we took on this project. And our
participants have been asked to share how it has made a difference for them. We've
heard a variety of answers, including:

e It has heightened my anticipation, whenever I turn to the Bible.

e It has caused me to ask even more questions about my faith.

e It has taught me patience and understanding.

e It has allowed me to spend more time thinking about God.

e It has taught me about God’s high expectations of me.

e It has left me better equipped to think about my God and my faith.

e I don't fall asleep when reading the Bible anymore.

¢ I now have a broader perspective about the stories in the Bible.

e I have been touched by the connections between the Old and New
Testaments.

As a Pastor, it is pretty exciting to hear those comments coming from members of
your church. I was hopeful that this project would leave help us to become more
engaged with the Bible. Those are just the kinds of responses I was hoping we might
hear. And I was excited to be in the midst of a community where 25% of our adult
members would invest themselves in an effort of this magnitude. So these comments are
music to my ears, and I am so grateful for the growth that has taken place.

But there is a hope that goes even beyond
what these words express. And it is spelled out in
the closing words from this morning’s Gospel lesson.
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We're almost at the end of the story. Jesus has been raised on Easter Sunday. He appears to Mary in the
Garden. He appears to the disciples two times; once without Thomas, and once with him. All that is left is for
Jesus to meet the disciples at the seashore, and rehabilitate Peter with a three-fold command to care for the
followers of Jesus. So it is at this point, that John writes:

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name. '

Here St. John tells us his purpose for writing the Gospel account in the first place. His primary concern is
twofold: he wants his readers to realize that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God for whom God'’s people had
been waiting throughout the centuries; and he wants, through believing, for those readers to experience what
it means to live life in his name. Faith is at the heart of the Gospel according to John — and faith is at the heart
of this entire Bible. God wants us to be reading on a regular basis. Maybe not through the Bible every 90 days.
(Let’s see, that would mean we’'d have to read the Bible cover-to-cover four times every year. I'm pretty sure
God doesn't expect us to read quite that much...) But God wants us to be reading the Bible on a regular basis,
because through our reading the Holy Spirit takes hold of our hearts, our faith is strengthen, our experience of
forgiveness and renewal is intensified, and we find ourselves living with a deeper awareness of the presence of
God in our lives. That's the main reason I wanted to promote this program here at Saint Peter. I had hoped
that through this kind of thoughtful attention to God’s word, we might grow stronger in faith, and experience
more directly the kind of life that Jesus wants us to have.

That was the purpose of reading “The Bible in 90 Days,” that was the purpose John had in mind when he
wrote his Gospel, and that is the purpose of this coming season: the one the church calls Advent. Advent
encompasses the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day. Between now and the arrival of Christmas Eve,
the church has traditionally participated in a threefold pattern of waiting and watching. It has been more than
800 years since St. Bernard of Clairvoux taught that Advent waiting takes three forms: past, present and
future. We remember ancient Israel, who in the centuries before Christ’s birth, waited with great longing for
him to arrive. We look for Christ to come into our lives in the present — our present — as Jesus fills our lives
with his grace and presence. And we look for that future day, when Christ will come a final time to bring the
history of this world to its conclusion. Between now and Christmas Eve, we will be considering each of these
three aspects of Advent waiting, but this morning we are reminded of the present coming of Christ. Through
our Bible reading, through our worship, through our prayers and devotion, through our times of service...
Christ comes to us today, and fills our hearts in a way that allows us to live life in his name. A careful attention
to Scripture, and a devoted participation in the season of Advent, can help us to see when that happens, and
be touched by it.

I mentioned a bit ago that we attended the Nuggets game two evenings ago. We were there for “Chess
Knight with the Denver Nuggets.” Our son Landon is in a chess club at his school, and the Chess Master who
leads the class invited his students and their families to join him for a chess lesson up in the club level before
the game started. As we listened to Landon’s Chess Master describe a famous chess match to us, I
remembered a description I read in a magazine about a town square out east, where locals often gather to
play chess. On any given weekend afternoon, there might be five or six games going at once — with two

‘ St. John 20:30-31, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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people playing each game, and as many as a dozen others watching. The onlookers scrutinize every move —
shuddering with regret at a bad move, and experiencing the chills when a winning strategy becomes apparent.
Every now and again a player will make a move that, even if the opponent doesn't realize it, signals the end of
the game. Invariably, one of the onlookers will whisper: “there it is.” This spectator has seen the truth: that
game has ended. It may take a dozen more moves for it to become apparent to all, or it may happen within a
move or two. But that game has ended. Someone has had a glimpse of what is really taking place.

“There it is.” Perhaps that is what John wants us to experience as we read his Gospel account. Perhaps
that is what the church wants for us during this season of Advent. At the heart of our faith is the opportunity
to see those glimpses of the One who has given it all to us — the One who fulfilled the longings of ancient
Israel — the One who comes into our lives and gives us the gift of new life today — the One who promises to
return to us at the end of this world’s time. Many in this world may not yet see it yet. Some of them will never
see it. But for those who look through the eyes of faith, it is there. The One who has blessed us so richly, is
with us in this moment, and has promised to return again.

May we live with that awareness. May our time with the Scriptures give Christ an Advent into our lives.
May this Advent help us to experience him in new and powerful ways, as he fills our hearts with faith and hope
and joy.

A blessed Advent season to you all. I look forward to preparing, with you, for our celebration of
Christmas this year. Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor (November 29, 2009)

Gospel Lesson; English Text:

21:25 »There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 2® People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. %’ Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. % Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” * Then he told them
a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; *° as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. ! So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. ** Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all things have taken place. ** Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. >*
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, >° like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. *® Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”. "

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text:

21225 KKl 0OVTOL ONUELX €V NALW KXL TEAAVH KXL OTPOLS, KXL ETTL TAG YAC ouvoxn €OV €v
XTTOpLl XOUG BAKOONC KXL OKAOUL, 26 XTTOPUXOVTWV XVOPWTTWV KTTO GOBOL KXKL TTPOTOOKLXG TWV
ETTEPXOMEVWV TH OLKOUMEVH, XL YXP SUVKUELG TWV 0V PpXVWIV ORAEVOACTOVTXL. 27 KXL TOTE POVTXL TOV
VLOV TOO VOPWTTOL EPXOUEVOV €V VEDENN HETK DUVHHMEWG KXL DOENC TTOANAGC. 28 XpXOMEVWIV OE
TOUTWYV YIVEOOXL AVXKOWKTE KXL ETTRXPATE TG KEGXAXG LUWV, dLOTL EYYLTEL N KTTOADTPWOLE UMWIV.

" A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
. St. Luke 21:25-36, New Revised Standard Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the United States of America).
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29 Kot €LTTeV TTXpXBOARV xUTOLG - LOETE TRAV CUKAV KXL TIRVTX TX d€VOpx - 30 ATy TTpOBXAWOLY BN,
BAETTOVTEC X’ EXVTWV YLVWOKETE TL dN €YyLC TO B€EPOC €OTiV - 31 00TWG KXL LUELG, OTAV dNTe
TROTK YLWVOMEVX, YIVWOKETE TL EYYDG €0TLY 1 BXOAeix TOD Be00. 32 aunv Aéyw Opiv TL oL WA
TIXPENON N YEVEX XXTN WG V TIRVTX YEVNTAL. 33 0 00pXVOC KXL N YA TT/PEAEVTOVTXL, OL BE AOYOL
MOUL OU U TTXPEAEVTOVTXL. 34 TIPOTEXETE OE EXVLTOLC UATTOTE BapnOWOLY LUWV XL KXPdLXL EV
KPOXLTTAN KOL HEON KX MEPLUVALG BLWTLKKIG KXL €TTLOTH €’ ONAC xidvidlog N NUéEPX EKELVN 35 WC
TIXYLG - ETTELOEAEDOETHL YXP ETTL TIRVTXC TOUG KXONUEVOLC ETTL TTIPOCWTIOV TTXONG TAC YAC. 36
XYPUTTVELTE BE €V TTRVTL KXLPU) DEOUEVOL VX KXTLOXVONTE EKDLYELV TROTK TIRVTX TX MEANOVTX

yiveoBo kxt oTadfjvet utrpocdev Tod vtol Tod avOpwTToL. v

“The Bible in 90 Days” Lesson:

20:19\When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” ? When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
2> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will
not believe.”

%6 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” > Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” *® Thomas answered him, *My Lord and my God!” *° Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”

3% Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 3! But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. "

Scheduled Readings for “The Bible in 90 Days” (9/13/2009 - 12/12/2009)

Date Begin Reading At Sermon Based On
9/13 Genesis 1:1 Genesis 1:1-19

9/20 Leviticus 1:1 Exodus 16:2-15
9/27 Deuteronomy 23:12 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
10/4 1 Samuel 28:20 Joshua 24:1-3, 14-18
10/11 1 Chronicles 1:1 1 Kings 3:5-12

10/18 Nehemiah 13:15 Nehemiah 1:4-11a
10/25 Psalm 89:14 Job 38:1-11

11/1 Isaiah 14:1 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
11/8 Jeremiah 33:23 Isaiah 25:6-9

11/15 Daniel 9:1 Ezekiel 2:1-5

11/22 Matthew 26:57 Micah 6:1-8

11/29 Acts 6:8 John 20:19-31

12/6 Hebrews 1:1 Romans 5:1-11

St. Luke 21:25-36, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983,
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).

St. John 20:19-31, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America).



