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PSALM
PSALM 96

SECOND LESSON
TITUS 2:11-14

GOSPEL LESSON
ST. LUKE 2:1-20

PRAYER OF THE DAY
ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU
MADE THIS HOLY NIGHT

SHINE WITH THE BRIGHTNESS
OF THE TRUE LIGHT. GRANT

THAT HERE ON EARTH WE

MAY WALK IN THE LIGHT OF
JESUS’ PRESENCE AND IN THE

LAST DAY WAKE TO THE
BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY;
THROUGH YOUR ONLY
SON, JESUS CHRIST OUR
LORD, WHO LIVES AND
REIGNS WITH YOU AND THE
HoLY SPRIT, ONE GOD,

NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

9300 E. BELLEVIEW AVE.
GREENWOOD VILLAGE,
COLORADO 80111
VOICE
(303) 770-9300
FAX
(303) 7709301
WEB
Www.STPLC.ORG

ALY
'

g

£%mA
(3%

Liturgical Day: The Wednesday before the Nativity

of Our Lord
Date: December 23, 2009
Sermon Title: It's Almost Here

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

It is almost here,. And it seems as though the closer it gets, the farther away
it is. When I was a child, we opened gifts on Christmas Eve. Every year it was the
same schedule. By mid-afternoon, the house would be filled with the smells of
Christmas Eve dinner: Lutefisk, Swedish Meatballs, Rice Pudding, Lingenberries.
Mom would be scurrying around the kitchen, while Dad and Uncle Bob and Grandpa
watched football in the sun room. Dinner was at about sundown, followed by desert
at the table. And then, once the dishes were bussed into the kitchen, we’'d move to
the front room, gather around the tree, and open our gifts. We kids had an hour or
so to play with our newly acquired toys, and then it would be off to church for a
late-evening worship service.

Opening those gifts was the focus of our family Christmas celebrations (at
least from the perspective of a little boy), more than I care to admit now. And the
longest day of the year — well it began right about now. It's as close as I ever came
to being Jewish (they consider that a day begins and ends at sunset). The day that
went from sunset on December 23 to sunset on December 24 was by far the
longest day in the year.

If I'm honest about what was really happening, it really wasn't the toys or the
clothes or the oranges (there were always oranges in our Christmas stockings) that
made Christmas special. It was the waiting. The longing. The intense focus on that
moment when one of the adults would finally say, “Well, let’s go into the living
room and unwrap presents.” The arrival of that moment brought to fruition all that
I had imagined, all that I had anticipated, all that I had waited for. The time has
arrived.

I like to try and remember what that felt like, whenever I turn my attention to
the first twenty verses of Luke’s second chapter. By the time this story gets played
out on the world stage, it has been maybe 2,000 years since the promise God made
to Abraham. It has been maybe 1,000 years since King David sat on the throne of
Israel. It has been maybe 500 years since the Prophet Isaiah prophesied that the
people who lived in a land of deep darkness would see a great light. All this time
the people of God have been waiting, watching, imagining, anticipating... They don’t
have a precise time, as my brother and sister and I had (seems to me our presents
were usually opened about 7:00 p.m.). But they wait, nonetheless, with an even
deeper sense of a hope — and after all those years, with an even deeper longing for
the day to come.

That is why the message from the angel, and the song from the heavenly
host, rock the world of these shepherds the way they do.
o There is good news of great joy for all the people.
J There is born to you, this day a Savior
o This will be the sign: a baby lying in a manger

This baby was not just the heir apparent for the throne of King Herod. He was

the answer to Israel’s longing — a longing for God to

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America lead them once again; a longing for the descendant
God's work. Our hands.

of David to be enthroned; a longing for the promise
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to Abraham to be fulfilled. That's why the shepherds were terrified at first, but returned to their flocks,
glorifying and praising God. That’s why all the townspeople who listened to the shepherds were amazed.
That's why Mary treasured all these words, and pondered them in her heart. It was the news they had all been
aching to hear for generations. It was the answer to all their hopes and dreams.

And it is for us today as well, if we can hear this story with new ears. In the birth of this baby, we too
find the answer to our longing; in the birth of this baby, we too discover the depths of God’s love; in the birth
of this baby, we too are given the gift of peace that can only come from God. As Christ is born into our lives,
we too, like those first century shepherds, are transformed by the power of God. Our emptiness gives way to
meaning and purpose. Our anxiety gives way to peace and joy. Our terror gives way to shouts of praise and
glory. All this as Christ becomes Emmanuel to us — God present with us, and for us. God born among us to
bring us forgiveness, and healing, and renewal, and peace and salvation.

At Christmas time, we remember that this baby born in Bethlehem is the fulfillment of what God’s people
had been awaiting for centuries. We also celebrate that his birth is a sign for us of God’s intent to be born in
our lives today, coming to us with the comfort and peace and hope and joy that only comes from our faith in
Christ.

It's almost here. Advent is almost over. The celebration is about to begin. We're not quite ready to say
“Merry Christmas” yet. One long, agonizingly slow Jewish day remains. But as our sense of anticipation rises,
may we be as eager as Ancient Israel for Christ to renew the place that he finds at the center of our lives. May
it transform us like those shepherds. May it send us home with words of glory and praise on our lips.

It's almost here. Come on back tomorrow, and we'll celebrate together.
Amen.
David J. Risendal, Pastor (December 23, 2009)

Gospel Lesson (English):

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. > This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. * All
went to their own towns to be registered. * Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. > He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ” And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn. & In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: ! to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. ** This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” ** And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, * “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!” > When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” '® So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. ” When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; *® and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. '° But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. ** The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them. "

' A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/dcm/worship/church_year/lectionary.html
" St. Luke 2:1-20, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of

Christ in the United States of America).
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Gospel Lesson (Greek):

2.1 EY€VETO O€ €V TKIG NUEPXLG EKELVULE EEAADEV dOYHX TTap& Kaxioxxpog ADYOLGTOL
XTTOYP&PETOXL TTROXV TRV OLKOUMEVNV. 2 XXTN XTTOYPa T TIPWTH EYEVETO NYEMOVEVOVTOC TAC
Supiag Kupnviouv. 3 KL ETTOPEVOVTO TIRVTEC XTTOYPXPETOXL, EKXOTOC ELG THV EXVTOD TTOALV. 4
AvéBn &€ kol lwond &Tro TAG MXANXLXC €K TTOAEWG NaxCTap€D €lg TRV Toudaxicv €L TTOALV AxULLd
ATLC KXAELTKL BROAEEM, dLX TO Elvaxt XUTOV €€ 00KOL KXL TIXTPLAG AXULD, 5 XTTOYPXPXTOXL TUV
MapLX U TH EUVNOTEVMEVN XUTW, 000N EYKLW. 6 EYEVETO dE €V TW) ElVXL KXOTOUC EKEL
€ETTANOONONV &L NUEPXL TOD TEKELY XOTHV, 7 KXL TEKEV TOV LLOV XUTAC TOV TIPWTOTOKOV, KXL
ECTTIXPYXVWOEV KUTOV KXL XVEKALVEV XUTOV €V GXTVN, dLOTL OUK RV KXUTOLG TOTTOC €V TW
KXTOADMOTL. 8 KoL TTOLMEVEG oKV €V TH XWPX TH XOTH XYPXUAOOVTEC KXl GUAKXTOOVTEG
GULAXKAC TAC VUKTOC ETTL TAV TTOLUVNV XUTWV. ? KXL YYEAOC KUPLOU ETTECTN XUTOLC KXL HOEX
KUPLOL TTEPLEAXUWPEV XUTOUG, KX €éboBnONoav $OPoV HEYXV. 10 KXL ELTTEV XUTOLC O YYENOG MN
$oBELTDE, 1500 Y&p eVXYYEATOMXL DUV XXPAV HEYKANV TLG OTKL TTXVTL TW AXW, 1! OTL €TEXON
OMlV OAUEPOV OWTNP G ECTLV XPLOTOC KUPLOG €V TTOAEL AXLLS. 12 kL ToOTO UMLV TO onueEioy,
€LproeTe BPEDOC ETTIXPYXVWHEVOV KXL KELMEVOV €V GATVN. 13 KXl EEXLPVNG EYEVETO OUV TW
XYYEAW TTAABOC OTPATLRG OUPXVIOU KLVOUVTWYV TOV €OV KXL AEYOVTWYV 14 OEX €V LYLOTOLG
Bew) KL ETTL YAC €LPAVN €V XVOPWTTOLE €VOOKING. 15 KXl EYEVETO WG XTTAABOV XTI’ XUTWV ELG TOV
o0UPXVOV OL YYEAOL, OL TTOLMEVEG EAXAOULV TTPOG XAAAAOULC SLEABWHEV O W BnOAEeu kol
dwpev TO pAMK TOOTO TO YEYOVOC O KUPLOG EYVWPLOEV NIULV. 16 Kt AABXV OTTEDONVTEC KXL
avedpav TAV T€ MapLiu KXt TOV Twond kL TO Bp€dog Kelpevov ev TH daTvn 17 180VTEC dE
eyvwplLoav TepL To0 pAUXTOC ToO AXAnBévTog 0TOLG TTEPL TOO TTXLSLOL TOUTOUL. 18 KXL TIRVTEC
0Ol XKOVOTKVTEG EOXDUXTKV TTEPL TWV AXANOEVTWY UTTO TWV TTOLMEVWY TIPOC XVUTOUC 19 1 €
MOPLAXM TIRVTX CUVETAPEL TX PAMKTX TXOTX TUMBXANOLOX €V TH KXPdLt XUTAC. 20 KL
OTTECTPEYXV OL TTOLUEVEG DOEXTOVTEC KXL KXLVOOVTEC TOV BEOV ETTL TTROLV OLG KOLOXV KXL ELOOV
KXOWC EAXANON TTPOC XVTOVG. il

St. Luke 2:1-20, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren, Allen,
(© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart)



