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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Happy New Year, everybody. I hope you are all enjoying the Christmas
season, and have had a nice break from the regular routine of life. My family and I
had a nice break this past week — the chance to spend six days in the Phoenix area.
It was a wonderfully relaxing time — just what we needed after a busy Christmas
week. We came home late yesterday evening — a bit fatigued from a twelve-hour
car ride, but still rested and renewed and thankful for the opportunity to get away
and have some family time. Now I'm glad to be back with you, and I am excited to
be here at the beginning of another new year.

I love new beginnings: baptisms and births and all the new beginnings of
family life; the beginning of summer; the beginning of vacations; the beginning of a
new school year; the beginning of a new church year. Each one offers such hope
and possibility. There is something encouraging about having a new start. Maybe
that is what fuels all of our society’s commemorations at the beginning of each new
year. Many of us celebrate the New Year with "New Year's Resolutions" — how
many of you have done that this year? It is interesting to note how we do this year
after year after year, yet few of our resolutions seem to last very long.

I once spoke with the manager of a sport club, and she said that January was
always their busiest month. But by February, many of those enthusiastic
participants will have given up on their efforts to get or stay in shape, and it was all
of a sudden easier for the rest of her clients to get to the exercise machines. Many
of us have experienced the same short shelf life of New Year’s Resolutions, but still
we make our resolutions, don't we? Perhaps it is the thought of starting over — and
the hope that the next year will bring a richer, more meaningful experience of life
than did the previous one — that fuels our New Year's celebrations.

That's why January is always a good time to read the first chapter of St.
John's Gospel. Every year, on the first Sunday of the year, we turn our attention to
the opening words of John’s Gospel.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him... [1:1-3a]
John reminds us of this very first beginning, and then tells us Jesus, 7he Word
Made Flesh, is God’s decision to begin again. Those who walked through the Bible
in 90 days with us this past Fall saw first-hand the evidence that God is a God of
new beginnings. In the book of Genesis, God begins anew with all of creation. In
the book of Exodus, God begins anew with the people Israel, leading them out of
their slavery in Egypt and into the Promised Land. In the books of Kings and
Chronicles, God begins anew with Kings Saul and David and Solomon, as Israel
becomes a mighty nation. In the prophets, God begins anew by calling a sinful
people back to faith, and promising to guard and keep them if they obey once
again. And in the New Testament, God begins anew by forgiving and renewing all
who believe in the saving power of Jesus Christ.

St. John makes this last new beginning a
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morning's lesson:
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but

of God. [1:12-13]
John has recorded the story of our Lord's life so that his readers might come to believe that Jesus is the Christ.
His purpose is not to entertain them, or to arouse their curiosity about a man who lived many years ago. His
purpose is to help them experience Christ in faith; to give them the power to become the children of God.
John wishes for them to know how God delights in making a new beginning with each of them: as they receive
the gift of forgiveness and the hope of eternal life, and begin to live as disciples of the One who loved us
enough to give life itself for us.

This is the primary movement of the Christian faith. Our God is one who invites us to return and begin
anew. In the promise of our baptism, we are invited to leave behind our failures and disappointments, and
start all over again. That is why the very first thing we did as a congregation in 2010 was to join our hearts
and minds in confession and forgiveness. Every time we do that, God seeks to make a new beginning with us.

Repentance is what the life of faith is all about — and what the Gospel of John is all about. And by that, I
don’t mean remorse. Some hear the word repentance and think remorse: feeling badly about what we've done
and begging God for forgiveness. That is part of repentance, but there is much more. Repentance has to do
with receiving a whole new mind. Repentance has to do with turning in an entirely new direction. Repentance
has to do with experiencing a new beginning with God.

With repentance in mind, I want to invite you to make a new year’s resolution with me. This is an annual
invitation I like to offer at the beginning of every year. This resolution is a different kind of resolution though:
not one that is dependent on our ability to keep a promise, but one that is dependent on God’s ability to keep
a promise. Not one that is dependent on our individual resolve, but one that is dependent on the power of the
Holy Spirit. I want to invite you to commit yourselves to the mission we believe God has entrusted to us at
Saint Peter.

Our Mission Statement at Saint Peter is divided into two parts. In the first part, we declare that, "We are
welcomed into God'’s love, just as we are.” That is a key piece of what it means to be a Christian. In Jesus, we
are put right with God. And by Jesus, we are commanded to welcome others into that experience of love.
That’s one of the reasons that you'll find me in the driveway, out at the street, before most services. It is a
reminder to myself, and to all of us, of our responsibility to welcome others. Hopefully, you'll usually find our
hosts extending their welcome as well, by standing out at the parking lot, and welcoming you to worship. That
is one of the things that Saint Peter has traditionally been fairly good at. We tend to notice newcomers. We
tend to offer them a warm welcome. This year, what if every single one of us committed ourselves to that?
What if we made sure that no guest ever makes it into our worship center without being warmly welcomed by
a half dozen of us? And what if we committed ourselves to reaching out to newcomers first, after worship? Not
connecting with our own friends right away, but waiting to do that until we've made sure that everyone feels
welcomed and at home here? And we need to remember that this part of our mission statement does not just
speak of welcoming people into Saint Peter. It has to do with welcoming others into God'’s love — a
responsibility that we have not just on Sunday mornings, but every day of the week.

In the second part of our Mission Statement, we declare that “"We are sent into God’s world, to be a
reflection of Christ’s love.” I am always awed by how many Saint Peter members and friends take this
seriously. There are so many service projects that find strong support here: from our youth Mission Trips, to
Pack-to-School, to Adopt-a-Family, to Covenant Cupboard, and at least a dozen others. And over the years
there has been strong, continual support of our ministry partners at Selian Hospital, and Habitat for Humanity,
and Lutheran Family Services. There are so many here who take this seriously, and get so much out of it.
What if we determined that in 2010 every member and every friend of Saint Peter would be involved in some
act of community service every month? It would be a great way to respond to the way we have been
welcomed into God'’s love.
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This morning I invite you to make a New Year’s Resolution to grow in these areas of your faith lives —in
these areas of mission. I do so, confident that as we become more and more a people who see ourselves as
welcomed and sent, we will become more and more capable of welcoming others into our community — into
our faith — and responding with them to God’s command that we go out into the world as a reflection of
Christ’s love.

There are so many ways that God makes new beginnings in our lives. And there are so many
opportunities for us to respond to this grace of God. Every moment of every day offers each of us an
opportunity to be faithful to God. May the beginning of this New Year be a new beginning in your life. And as
you consider the role God is calling you to play in your world, may your faithfulness increase, may the light of
Christ be known through your words and deeds, and from its fullness, may we all receive grace upon grace.
Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor

English Text: '

[* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. > He
was in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being * in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ® There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

19 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. ** But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, ** who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. * And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. > (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ) ** From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. ¥’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ** No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known. "

Greek Text:

[*1 Ev o<pxr] fiv o )\OXOQ, KXL O )\oyog nv Trpog TOV B€edv, Kl Geog v o) )\oyog OUTog v
€v xpxn Trpog TOV Beodv. TAVTX o O(UTOU eyeve'ro KL XWPLC ow'rou eyeve'ro 0066 év. 0
yeyovev *ev x0TW ?gwn nv KoL r] Cwn fiv TO dwc Tuuv avepwﬂwv ® KL TO dWC €V T
OKOTLX cbouvet KX N O'KOTLO( x0TO ou KO(Te)\(xBev Eyeve'ro avepwﬂog, omeo-roO\uevog
TXPX Geou ovouo< XOTW Iwavvng OUTog n)\eev ELg LJO(pTUpLO(V v uapTUpncr] TepL ToO
cbuu'rog, (VoY Tro<v-reg TILOTELOTWOLY O xVTOO. © oVK AV eKeLvog TO $Wwc, 0()\)\’ AV u(xp'rupncr]
‘I'l'€pL T00 dWTOC. ° AV TO W TO dANOBLVOV, 6 GWTITEL TTRVTX XVOPWTTOV, EPXOMEVOV ELC TOV
Kocuov |

% ev TW) KOOTHW nv KXL O Kocuog 6L x0TOD eyevem KXL O Kocuog O(UTOV oUK EyvVw.

ELg T& 1SL fHNBev, KL oL 18LoL aOTOV 00 1'ro<pe)\0(Bov OO’OL o€ e)\O(Bov O(UTOV eSwKev
O(UTOLQ e‘éouctav TéEkvx Beod yeveceou TOLg TLOTEVOLTLV etg TO dvoux x0ToD, ' 00 0VK EE
XLMKTWY OVDOE € £K Oeknua'rog GO(pKog 00dE €K Oeknua'rog o<v6pog AN &k Beol
eyevvnen(wv Kol 6 Aoyog OxPE € eyevem KoL ecKnvwcev €v r]uLv KoL eeeowomeea 'rr]v
60§o<v x0TO0, 60§o<v wg uovoyevoug 1T(XpO( TTXTPOC, Tr)\r]pr]g xapt‘rog KoL oO\r]GeLO(g
TwAVVNG MXPTUPEL TTEPL XOTOD KXL KEKPXYEV AEYWV - 00TOG vV OV ELTTOV - O OTTLOW MOV

' A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at www.elca.org/worship/church_year.
" St. John 1:[1-9] 10-14, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America).
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epxouevog euTrpocGev HOU YEYOVeV, oTL TpUWTOG Mou nv ®6TL €k TOD TIANPWHKTOG ow'rou
nuetg TTRVTEG EAGBOMEV KX XXPLV KVTL X&PLTOG - "oTLO VOHOG Bl Mwioewg €500n, N
XXPLC KX N oO\neeux dLx Incou XpLoTol eyevem '® Qeov ouSeLg EWPXKKEV TTWTTOTE -
MOVOYEVNG BeOC 0 WV ELG TOV KOATTOV TOD TTXTPOG EKELVOG €ENYNOXTO. "

il St, John 1:[1-9] 10-14, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and Wikgren,
Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellscht Stuttgart).



