COME AND SEE
The Second Sunday after Epiphany; Cycle B January 15, 2012

Lessons

1t Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 1t Corinthians 6:12-20
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 St. John 1:43-51

Prayer of the Day

Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful
redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you
give. May we know you more clearly, love you more
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising
you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
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God's work. Our hands.

evangelism
come and see what God has done
our call and our joy

Sermon

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

This morning we turn our attention an ancient story about two friends from Bethsaida, a
first century fishing village on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had just called
Andrew to become his follower the day before. Andrew found his bother, Peter, and after that,
the three of them make their way to Peter and Andrew’s hometown. Jesus wanders into town,
meets Philip who lives there, and invites him to become one of his follows too. Philip does the
same thing Andrew did: he leaves Jesus, he goes to find his friend, Nathanael, and he invites
him to come with them. Now Nathanael is a skeptical guy. He doesn’t believe everything he
hears. When Philip tells him that Jesus, this teacher from Nazareth, is the Messiah, Nathanael
wonders out loud if anything good can possibly come out of Nazareth.

And look at how Philip responds. He doesn’t get defensive. He doesn’t respond with a
sophisticated theological argument. He doesn’t claim to understand the situation better than



his friend Nathanael does. He simply said, “Come and see.” And with those words — with that
modest invitation — Philip becomes one of the very first Christian evangelists.

Philip’s invitation to “Come and see” serves today as a reminder of the mission God has
given to each of us: the mission of inviting a sometimes-reluctant, sometimes-resistant,
audience to come and see. There are many in our day who are convinced that there is nothing
here worth seeing. And frankly, there are times when 1 think it's hard to blame them. As | said
last week, the world has learned from too many bad examples that if someone makes a big
deal out of their faith — their Christian faith — there probably is good reason to take a close
look at them to see if it is for real.

But that’'s what makes Philip’s approach in this morning’s Gospel lesson so helpful.
Nathaniel is a man who has his reasons to be doubtful. He knows about Nazareth. He knows it
is just a little, backwater town. He knows that nothing big has ever come out of that place,
and doubts that anything big ever will come out of that place. Philip doesn’t try to change
that. He doesn’t try to convince Nathanael that something good can come out of Nazareth. He
doesn’t try to prove from the Scriptures, or from common wisdom, that Jesus is the Messiah.
He simply invites Nathanael to, “Come and see.” And he trusts that Nathanael will see what
God needs him to see.

The church remembers this story because it strikes at the very heart of what it means to
be evangelical. You know what that means right? An evangelical is a messenger with good
news. We believe that we are all messengers, with the good news of Jesus Christ to share with
the world. Now like Philip, we too are surrounded by people who have not yet experienced the
good news that we know in Jesus Christ. Reaching them is a challenging responsibility. But it is
not a job that we're asked to do alone. It is a job that God promises to do through us, if only
we’'re faithful to the task. Philip’s model of evangelism teaches us that we don’t have to win
theological arguments. We don’t have to stand up in front of television cameras and convince
the world of our beliefs. We simply need to know what Jesus has done for us, be aware of
others who don’t know, and then invite them to come and see what we've seen. Come and
experience what we've experienced. Come and enjoy what we’ve enjoyed as children of God.
We invite them to come and see, and then we trust. We trust that when they come, when they
take a look, God will help them to see what they need to see.

Philip’s model is one that both frees us and challenges us. It frees us from having to win
people’s hearts by clever arguments and Biblical proofs. We don’t have to be a Saint
Augustine, or a Soren Kierkegaard, or a C. S. Lewis. We simply offer them the invitation to
come and see. But Philip’s model challenges us to remember that our actions speak louder
than our words. Others may come because of what we say, but what really matters is what
they see when they get here. What will they see that is uniquely Christian about our
congregation? How will they notice that the forgiveness we have received from God has made
a difference in our lives? Will it be obvious to them that we are a people of love, a people who
forgive, a people who are committed to reconciliation and new life? Will they see that we are
unafraid to confess when we’ve messed up, so that we can be forgiven? Will they see that we
are gracious enough to extend forgiveness to one another? Philip knew that if he could get
Nathanael to meet Jesus and the others, his friend would be inspired to faith as well. We need
to know the same thing, if we are going to follow his lead and invite people to come here and
see.

I am holding in my hands an early draft of our 2011 Annual Report. In it is a description of
the ministries that took place here at Saint Peter this past year, and the plans we have for



ministry in the coming year. | am excited to share the final draft with you in a week or two,
and officially present it to you at our February 12t Annual Congregation Meeting. But the
reason | have it with me this morning is that I am convinced that this document is an
indication of what people will see when they come.

In this booklet, you'll find a report from our Discipleship team. Their real responsibility is to
help us practice the five habits of discipleship that we believe can lead to spiritual growth:
daily prayer and Bible study, weekly worship, monthly service in the community, financial
generosity, and gathering with a small group or a faith partner. We trust that by doing so we
can grow closer to God, and deeper into the promises that God has for us. But | also hope you
will know, and newcomers will see, that this is a place where we can all grow closer to God,
and more faithful in their living.

In this booklet, you'll find a report from our Evangelism team. Their real responsibility is to
lead us in sharing the good news with the world around us, inviting them to come and join us,
and offering them a warm and genuine welcome. We do this because we want others to know
the peace and joy that comes from faith in Christ. But | also hope you will know, and
newcomers will see, that this is a place where all people are welcomed, just as they are.

In this booklet, you'll find a report from our Youth & Families Ministries Team. Their real
responsibility is to equip families with the resources they need to help our young people and
their families grow in Christ, and become committed to living faithfully in this world. We
believe that by doing so, we can share a faith with them that will guide them through the rest
of their lives. But | also hope you will know, and newcomers will see, that this is a place where
young people are genuinely honored and respected as members of this congregation.

In this booklet, you'll find a report from our Community Service Team. Their real
responsibility is to inspire us and guide us to make a difference in the community that
surrounds us. But I also hope you will know, and newcomers will see, that this is a place
where people truly care about the needs in the community that surrounds us, and wants to
make a difference.

In this booklet, you'll find a report from our Stephen Ministries. Their real responsibility is
to care for people in times of difficulty and transition, and to be the presence of Christ in their
lives. But | also hope you will know, and newcomers will see, that this is place where genuine
caring takes place, and that it is rooted in the compassion God has given us to share.

There are many other reports in this booklet as well, representing a number of other
ministries in this congregation. Each report has the same purpose: to focus our efforts in
ministry, and to be a witness to God who has graced us, transformed us, and empowered us
to be the eyes and ears and hands and feet of Christ in this world. That's what we hope this
report says, and that's what we hope that others will come and see. We won'’t always get it
right. Being human just about guarantees that. But we trust and hope that as we invite others
to come and see, they will be able to glimpse the presence of Christ among us, in a way that
inspires them as well.

So let’s learn from Philip. Let’s invite others to come and see. And let’s give our very best to
these ministries, so that they might become a strong and consistent witness to the power of
God that has claimed us, redeemed us, and called us to be a reflection of Christ’s love in this
world. Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor



Gospel Lesson; English Text *!

143 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 4 Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip
said to him, “Come and see.” 4 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get
to know me?” Jesus answered, “l saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 4° Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 0 Jesus answered, “Do you
believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than
these.” 5 And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 2

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text
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First Lesson; English Text

31 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. # Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he
said, “Here 1 am!” ®and ran to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not
call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.  The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up
and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie
down again.” “ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been
revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. °
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.” ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” [** Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, | am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. > On that day | will

1 Alist of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx.

2 St. John 1:43-51, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

8 St. John 1:43-51, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and
Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).


http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx

fulfill against Eli all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 3 For | have
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 4 Therefore | swear to the house of Eli
that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

15 samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said,
“Here | am.” 7 Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 8 So Samuel told him
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to
him.”

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 2°
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.] 4

Second Lesson; English Text

6:12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,”
but 1 will not be dominated by anything. ** “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 4 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should | therefore take the members
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that whoever is
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 1" But
anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. '8 Shun fornication! Every sin that a person
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. ° Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are
not your own? 2% For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. °

4 1st Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20], New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

5 15t Corinthians 6:12-20, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).



