
To Janet, Marcia, Steve, Brian, Clark, Russ and your families; friends and colleagues of Jerry; 
brothers and sisters here at Saint Peter: grace you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Every now and then you get the chance to meet a giant. One of those meetings took place for me 
in July of 1998, when I was in town for interviews at this church, considering a move here from my 
church in Phoenix. After worship, this man of slight build and his wife approached me with a brochure 
from their 50 th Wedding Anniversary. They told me they hoped I would become the pastor of this 
church, that they would be praying for me and my family, and they gave me the wedding brochure Ñ 
complete with pictures of them Ñ so that I would recognize them when I returned. Little did I know 
then how I would come to love Jerry and Emily Bond. They were kind and supportive friends of mine, 
and generous members of this congregation. Emily has been gone now for some eight years Ñ longer, 
really. And Jerry has rarely been able to join us for worship in the past years. But they have continued 
to be important members of this congregation. We are so grateful for all that they have given to our 
life together since they joined in 1981, and weÕll miss them dearly.

We knew Jerry and Emily as supporters of our efforts to care for one another, to reach out beyond 
our walls, to study the Scriptures, and to support our ministries with a strong financial commitment. 
Their constant presence here, and their deep commitment to support and to be involved in Saint 
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O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today 
our brother, Gerald Robert Bond. We thank you for giving 

him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console 
us who mourn. Give us your aid, so we may see in death the 
gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth 
in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those 

who have gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
Amen.

Lessons

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 St. John 14:1-7, 25-27

Prayer of the Day

Sermon



PeterÕs ministries were an inspiration to us, and those who were inspired by Jerry and Emily will be a 
part of the legacy they leave behind.

IÕve presided at a good number of funerals over the years. Every time we gather like this, the intent 
is to celebrate the promises God gives to us in baptism, and to give thanks for the assurance that the 
one who has left us has now received the fullness of those promises. At some funerals, I find myself 
wondering if the one whose life we are remembering was affected much at all by these promises; at 
others it is quite obvious. Jerry is an example of the latter. His was a strong and vibrant faith. He was 
enthusiastic about his God, and constant in his desire to be faithful. I know that wasnÕt always the 
case. He would often credit Emily with gently guiding him towards Christian faith during their early 
years together. But there is no doubt that by the end of the journey, Jerry and God were familiar 
friends Ñ and their friendship was one that gave Jerry great hope and peace. In his memoirs, he 
included this paragraph:

It was during my trauma in Pittsburg that I found God, through Christ. I never felt it was 
coincidental, but rather that God, in my weakness, had finally got my attention. Out of my failure 
there would come renewed and greater strength.

And this passage:

It is important for me to say that in developing these memoirs I discovered [the] greater 
purpose in my life. ThereÕs a simple explanation. It is because of GodÕs relentless pursuit for my 
commitment, i.e. my release of self-control to Him, a highly difficult thing for me to do. I am able to 
do it only bit by bit, leaving two deep foot tracks as he draws me to Himself.

JerryÕs faith eventually became the guiding force for him. The promise of the Gospel became the 
promise of JerryÕs life. He sensed that God was leading him through life, and he trusted that GodÕs 
promise to him was sure. On page eleven of your worship folders, you will find a poem he wrote in 
1998 Ñ the year I met him. IÕd like to share that poem with you. Jerry wrote:

I was given a reason and a purpose, and a feeling of being sent;
LifeÕs journey was awaiting me. ÒI had someplace to go, and I went.Ó

It wasnÕt my decision alone, nor directions that I would invent.
God directed and supported me. ÒWe had someplace to go and we went.Ó

No matter what the arena was, nor my own personal intent.
I was able to achieve what I did because, ÒI had someplace to go and I went.Ó

And when my worldly journey is over, and my time on earth has been spent,
Persons I leave can be totally assured, ÒI had someplace to go and I went.Ó

ÒI had someplace to go, and I went.Ó Could there be a better interpretation of the Gospel lesson 
that Mark read just a couple minutes ago? These words are set at the last meal Jesus shared with his 
disciples. As the difficulties of the world closed in them, and as they saw so many turning against Jesus 
during the last week of his life, his disciples became understandably frightened. They worried about 
what might happen to him Ñ or, for that matter, to them. In the midst of this all, Jesus assures them 
with a promise. He says:

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in meÉ I go to prepare a place 
for you, [and] I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
[St. John 14:1-4]

Jerry chose these words to be read at the memorial service for his wife, Emily. He was familiar, by that 
time, with the worries and difficulties of life. Emily had been ill for years. Yet Jerry, then nearly eighty 
years of age, was constantly by her side: first caring for her in their home, and then visiting her daily 
when she was living in a care facility. It was a difficult journey, and it took its toll. But Jerry never fell to 
a troubled heart. He continued to find strength in his faith and in his God.
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In the years that followed, Jerry had his own share of difficulties. Yet even in the end, when his 
voice was so faint that you had to listen with all your might to hear what he was saying, it was a joy to 
be with him. He would spring from his couch, and return from the kitchen with a plate of Vanilla Wafers 
Ñ his way of being a gracious host. (His way, I also understand, of indulging in one of his guilty 
pleasures: there were Vanilla Wafers and Graham Crackers tucked away all around his apartmentÉ) He 
would ask about my family, and how things were at church: ever interested in others, and concerned 
about them. Jerry knew, first-hand, the power of GodÕs love. And he shared that love with others in all 
that he did.

IÕm thankful for having known Jerry Ñ a giant of a man, really, with a giant faith, a giant 
commitment to living a life of integrity, a giant love for and commitment to his friends and family, and a 
giant role model for many of us. As we remember him, we remember his profession of faith:

And when my worldly journey is over, and my time on earth has been spent,
Persons I leave can be totally assured, ÒI had someplace to go and I went.Ó

God bless you, dear friend. May you rest in peace, with the God who claimed you in baptism, and 
who was your strength and hope in this life. You had someplace to go, and you went. And we await the 
day when we will join you there.

Amen.

David J. Risendal, Pastor

Gospel Lesson; English Text 1

[Jesus said] ÒDo not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
FatherÕs house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I 
am going.Ó Thomas said to him, ÒLord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?Ó Jesus said to him, ÒI am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.

ÒI have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.Ó  2

Gospel Lesson; Greek Text
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1 A list of Bible lessons for the coming weeks is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx .
2 St. John 14:1-7, 25-27, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary.aspx
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First Lesson; English Text

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time 
to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time 
to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to 
everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a 
sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end.  4

Second Lesson; English Text

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against GodÕs elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It 
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 5
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3 St. John 14:1-7, 25-27, The Greek New Testament, Aland, Kurt, Black, Matthew, Martini, Carlo M., Metzger, Bruce M., and 
Wikgren, Allen, (© 1983, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart).

4 Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).

5 Romans 8:31-35, 37-39, New Revised Version Bible (© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America).



Additional Excerpts from Jerry’s Memoirs:

I am not complete without family members. The commitment Emily and I made is a creative 
and binding element expressed in our four children. We together, and family before and after us, 
have a story to tell.

If most people whose lives were touched or entangled with mine can say, ÒI remember him 
well,Ó I am satisfied. This despite the distinct possibility that a few might say, ÒIÕll never forget that 
SOB.Ó I find the latter, however, despite the lousy reflection upon Mom, some gratification that I 
stood up for what I believed in.

I remember, probably when I was 11, when walking from Broadway Street across an isolated 
field toward Santa Fe Drive, passing a sand pit water hole that was a swimming Òno-noÓ and seeing 
2 small boys on a makeshift raft in the middle of the water hole. At that moment one boy fell from 
the raft accidentally pushing it away some 15Õ with his feet. He could not swim. I watched until it 
was apparent that he would not make it, then went in and got him back to the raft. After getting to 
the shore I made sure they left. I often wondered why I just happened to be at this isolated spot at 
that particular moment. No one else was a witness except the 2 boys I never saw before or after 
that moment. What happened to the celebration and the ÒheroicÓ fanfare? They gave way to my 
service; I was there, most assuredly, as an act of God.

My brother, Ritchie and I occasionally were sent to Sunday School in, I sadly remember, itchy 
pants. (I vowed that when I made the decisions that there wold be no more of that.) The 10 or 15 
cents given us for the church was spent at the candy store. From there weÕd go to the nearby park 
to play and wait Ñ then weÕd go to the Presbyterian Church to gather a bulletin or other paperwork 
to prove Sunday School attendance. What a start! My first church-going experience was an Òitchy 
lieÓ rather than on in which I learned Ònot to lie.Ó There is something about the value of parents 
setting an example that cannot be denied.

John 14’s Word to Me

By Jerry Bond

ÒI and the Father are one.Ó I believe this to be true.
God revealed in Jesus and in the Holy Spirit too.

ÒI will come again and take you to myself.Ó ItÕs a promise Christ will keep.
The Shepherd prepares a place for me And his other faithful sheep.

ÒI am the way, the truth, the life.Ó Jesus proclaims and commands direction.
I will fail to find my way only if I reject him.

ÒGod will give you another Counselor.Ó The Holy Spirit in GodÕs stead.
Who will teach me and recall to me All the things that Jesus said.

ÒLet not your hearts be troubled Ñ nor afraid.Ó Christ calms my fearful heart.
I have faith that God is near that weÕre never far apart.

ÒI will not leave you desolate.Ó God will give me love and hope.
And provide me with the needed strength To persevere and cope.

ÒMy peace I give and leave with you.Ó An offer to me well taken.
A jump-start from GodÕs constant love Each day as I awaken.
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